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TRANSLATOR'S   PREFACE. 

THE  following  pages  are  an  almost  literal 
translation  of  a  book  written  in  Urdu  by  Mai- 
moona  Sultan,  Shahbano  Begum  (Princess 
Hamidullah  Khan),  the  youngest  t  daughter- 
in-law  of  Her  Highness  the  Nawab  Begum  of 
Bhopal.  The  young  writer,  who  is  only  14,  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  success  of  her  attempt. 
The  keen  sense  of  observation  displayed 
throughout,  the  ease  and  grace  with  which 
the  notes  jotted  down  in  a  diary  have  been 
strung  into  a  narrative,  and,  above  all,  the 
modesty  with  which  the  story  is  told,  are  really 
worthy  of  a  pupil  of  Her  Highness.  The  book 
has  been  written  for  "readers  of  my  age, ' '  but 
it  would,  I  am  sure,  be  pleasant  reading  for 
anyone. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  my  great  indebted- 
ness to  Mr.  Abdus  Samad  Khan,  Secretary  to 
Her  Highness,  for  his  kind  assistance. 

GULSHAN-I-ALAM, 

BHOPAL,  G.  B. 

loth  November,  1913. 


HOW  THE  TRIP  WAS  UNDERTAKEN. 

The  likelihood  of  a  trip  to  Europe  had  been 
a  topic  of  conversation  for  a  whole  twelve  month. 
My  brother-in-law,  Colonel  Nawabzada  Hafiz 
Haji  Mohammad  Obeidullah    Khan,    A.D.C., 
had  not    been  keeping  good  health,   and  we 
were  all  very  anxious  about  him.     The  doctors 
were  of  opinion  that  a  sea  voyage  would  do  him 
good.     He  accordingly  sailed  for  Aden  in  the 
"  Salsette ' '  in  March  1910,  but  his  complaint  was 
developing  and  having  got  worse  on  the  voyage 
he  returned  to  Bhopal.     His  indisposition  went 
on  increasing,  and  Her  Highness  had  to  take 
him  to  Mussoorie  for  a  change.     We  also  accom- 
panied him.     During  our  stay  at  Mussoorie  my 
sister-in-law,  Shahryar  Dulhan  Sahiba  was  also 
taken  ill,  and  it  was  thought  that  a  sea  voyage 
and  a  change  to  Europe  would  prove  beneficial 
to  her  also. 

In  the  meantime  Her  Highness  too  had 
begun  to  think  of  a  visit  to  Europe,  and  it  was 
obvious  that  the  Colonel  Sahib's  company  would 
make  the  travel  pleasanter  for  her.  The  idea 
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had,  however,  to  be  postponed  for  some  time 
owing  to  the  sad  demise  of  King  Edward  VII, 
and  the  setting  in  of  the  monsoons.  It  was 
eventually  decided  that  in  the  following  April 
the  Colonel  Sahib  should  go  to  England,  and 
consult  some  specialists  in  that  country.  By 
this  time  it  was  announced  that  the  Coronation 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty  King  George  V.  would 
be  celebrated  in  the  June  of  the  coming  year, 
and  that  Commanding  Officers  of  Imperial 
Service  Troops  would  be  presented  to  His  Im- 
perial Majesty.  This  strengthened  the  idea  of 
the  contemplated  visit  to  England,  as  my 
brother-in-law  is  the  Colonel-in- Chief  of  Bhopal 
Imperial  Service  Lancers,  and  an  Honorary 
Captain*  in  the  Indian  Army. 

Her  Highness  too  made  up  her  mind  to  go, 
moved,  in  the  first  place,  by  the  traditional  at- 
tachment of  her  house  to  the  British  Crown,  and 
in  the  second  place  by  her  motherly  affection  for 
the  Colonel  Sahib  as  well  as  by  the  thought  that 
during  her  travels  in  Europe  she  would  learn 
many  new  things  which  would  help  her  in 
advancing  the  welfare  of  her  people. 


*  Since  promoted  to  be  a   Major  and  created  a  Companion   of  the 
Most  Exalted  Order  of  the  Star  of  India. 
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Time  rolled  on  and  the  day  of  departure 
was  fast  approaching.  February  set  in  and 
Her  Highness  asked  us  to  prepare  for  the 
journey. 

Towards  the  end  of  December  Her  Highness 
visited  the  Exhibition  at  Allahabad.  On  his 
return  to  Bhopal  my  brother-in-law  paid  a  short 
visit  to  Bombay  where  he  consulted  Colonel 
Meyer,  I. M.S.,  who  advised  him  to  sail  for 
Europe  early  in  April  so  as  to  avoid  the  exces- 
sive heat  of  the  Red  Sea.  Our  departure  in 
that  month  enabled  my  brother-in-law  to  take 
a  course  of  Spring  baths  at  Bad-Nauheim* 
prior  to  his  taking  part  in  the  King-Emperor's 
Coronation  in  London. 

PREPARING  FOR  THE  JOURNEY. 

Her  Highness  too  made  her  preparations, 
and  passages  were  engaged  for  the  whole  party 
which  consisted  of  25  persons,  including  the 
members  of  our  family,  by  S.  S.  "Caledonia'' 
which  was  to  sail  from  Bombay  on  the  8th  of 
April.  The  "  Caledonia  "  is  a  boat  of  the  Penin- 

*  Bad-Nauheim  is  a  place  in  Germany  where  heart  complaints  are 
treated.  There  are  some  springs  there  and  baths  in  these  relieve  the 
sufferers. 
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sular  and  Oriental  Company  which  holds  the 
contract  for  carrying  the  Indian  mails. 

People  of  means  ordinarily  travel  by  this 
Company's  boats.  The  Head  Office  of  this 
Company  is  in  London  and  there  are  branch 
offices  in  different  places.  As  people  of  rank 
and  rulers  of  states,  while  travelling,  have 
special  needs  "and  requirements,  companies 
have  been  formed  to  work  as  agents,  and  are 
always  ready  to  do  the  needful  for  their  clients. 
Wherever  one  may  be  travelling,  one  is  certain, 
through  these  agents,  to  get  one's  letters, 
telegrams,  parcels  and  money.  Messrs.  Thomas 
Cook  and  Son  were  appointed  agents  for  Her 
Highness*  party. 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  departure  was  fixed 
our  packing  was  in  full  swing,  and  on  April 
5th  our  luggage  was  despatched  to  Bombay  in 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Abdus  Samad  Khan,  Secre- 
tary to  Her  Highness,  and  Mr.  Wali  Moham- 
med, Private  Secretary  to  my  husband,  Hamid- 
Sultan*  Nawabzada  Haji  Mohammed  Hamid* 
ullah  Khan,  A.D.C. 


*  The  title  conferred,  according  to  custom,  by  my  people  at  the  time 
of  our  marriage. 
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The  packages  containing  Her  Highness ' 
tiara,  the  insignia  of  her  titles  and  other  valu- 
ables were  insured.  It  is  always  safe  to  have 
articles  of  value  insured  on  such  journeys.  A 
small  insurance  fee  is  charged  and,  if  (God 
forbid)  anything  is  lost  or  damaged  in  transit, 
the  company  is  bound  to  pay  the  value  for 
which  the  articles  are  insured.  The  other 
members  of  the  party  left  Bhopal  on  April 
the  6th. 

FAREWELL  PARTIES. 

Before  writing  an  account  of  our  departure 
I  must  mention  the  garden  parties  given  to  wish 
Her  Highness  a  happy  voyage  and  a  safe  return. 

A  week  before  the  day  of  Her  Highness' 
departure  a  party  was  given  by  the  members 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales'  Ladies'  Club,  and 
Her  Highness,  Shahryar  Dulhan  Sahiba,  Birjis 
Jehan  Begum  and  myself  were  invited  as 
guests.  Abru  Begum,  the  Secretary  of  the  Club, 
read  an  address  to  which  Her  Highness  made 
a  reply  (since  published  in  the  "  Majmua-i- 
Qutubat").  Tea  and  fruits  were  then  served,  and 
Abru  Begum  sang  a  ghazal  specially  composed 
for  the  occasion  ;  Miss  Rudra,  the  Superinten- 
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dent  of  the  Victoria  School,  playing  the 
accompaniment  on  the  piano.  Towards  sunset 
the  party  broke  up  and  we  all  said  good-bye 
to  the  members  of  the  Club,  who  wished  us 
"  God-speed/' 

On  Tuesday  Her  Highness  paid  a  visit  to 
the  Alexandra  High  School.  Mr.  Moin  Uddin 
Ahmad,  the  Principal,  entertained  Her  Highness 
to  tea,  and  a  few  boys  recited  poems.  From 
there  Her  Highness  went  to  the  Sultania  Girls' 
School.  The  Victoria  School  girls  were  also 
present,  since  Her  Highness  had  no  time  to 
spare  for  a  separate  visit  to  that  school.  A 
girl  student  of  the  Sultania  School,  and  Miss 
Rudra  (on  behalf  of  the  Victoria  School)  read 
addresses  to  Her  Highness.  Mrs.  Baksh,  the 
Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Sultania  School, 
did  not  read  the  address  presented  by  her 
School,  as  she  was  to  accompany  Her  Highness 
and  was  therefore  herself  a  guest  of  her  pupils. 
Her  Highness  replied  to  both  the  addresses  in 
a  short  speech  befitting  the  occasion. 

On  Wednesday  the  "  Rukhsat  "*  ceremony 
of  Mizaj  Begum 's  grand-daughter  took  place. 

*  "  Rukhsat,"  which  literally  means  "  parting,"   signifies   the  depar- 
ture of  the  bride  to  her  husband's  house. 
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All  the  ladies  of  the  house  assembled  at  the 
Sadar  Munzil  Palace,  usually  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  ruler 's  relations  for  such  occasions. 
The  ceremony  came  to  a  close  at  9  P.M.,  when  Her 
Highness  took  leave  of  all  the  ladies  present 
in  a  very  affectionate  manner.  She  then  went 
to  bid  good-bye  to  my  elder  sister-in-law,  Qaisar 
Dulhan  Sahiba  and  having  commended  her  to 
the  care  of  God,  Her  Highness  went  to  enquire 
after  the  health  of  Umrao  Begam,  while  Birjis 
Jahan  Begam  and  I  drove  back  to  Ahmedabad. 
Umrao  Begum  is  a  grand-daughter  of  the  late 
Munshi  Jamal  Uddin  Khan  Sahib,  Minister  of 
the  State,  and  is  laid  up  with  paralysis.  Her 
Highness  returned  to  Ahmedabad  at  10  o'clock. 
On  Thursday  afternoon  all  the  high  digni- 
taries, jagirdars,  and  prominent  citizens  of  the 
town  were  invited  to  the  Rahat  Munzil.  Re- 
freshments were  served  and  late  in  the  after- 
noon, Her  Highness  graced  the  party  with  her 
presence.  Every  one  quietly  approached  Her 
Highness  and  paid  his  respects.  Her  Highness 
shook  hands  with  the  high  officials  and  respond- 
ed to  every  one's  salam  in  a  most  gracious 
manner.  After  all  had  thus  paid  their  respects, 
Her  Highness'  carriage  was  brought  in  to  the 
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porch.  Before  entering  the  carriage  Her  High- 
ness bade  good-bye  to  all  present.  ' '  I  commend 
you  all/'  she  said,  "  to  the  care  of  the  Almighty, 
and  I  expect  you  to  shew  as  much  zeal  during 
my  absence  in  the  performance  of  your  duties 
as  you  do  when  I  am  among  you.  By  doing 
this  you  will  merit  my  pleasure/'  All  officials 
bowed  their  heads  in  obedience,  and  said  good- 
bye in  a  husky  voice.  Her  Highness  returned 
to  Qasr-i-Sultani ;  and  my  brothers-in-law  drove 
back  to  their  respective  residences  while  all  the 
officials  took  their  departure,  offering  hearty 
prayers  to  God  for  the  safe  return  of  Her 
Highness.  Every  face  at  that  moment  was  an 
index  of  the  thoughts  within. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  BHOPAL. 

Although  Her  Highness  had  taken  leave  of 
the  ladies  on  Wednesday,  numbers  of  them  con- 
tinued coming  to  the  Palace  till  Thursday  night. 
Her  Highness  retired  at  n  o'clock  and  motored 
down  to  the  railway  station  at  5  the  following 
morning. 

A  special  train  was  waiting  at  the  platform. 
My  sister-in-law  was  rather  late  in  coming  and 
the  reason  was  obvious, — a  journey  of  over  six 
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months  and  to  leave  two  small  children  of  six 
and  four  behind  !  The  leave-taking  could  not 
hut  be  a  long  and  painful  one.  It  was  a  trial, 
this  leaving  behind  of  the  young  princes,  and 
by  going  through  it,  my  sister-in-law  gave 
manifest  proof  of  her  high  sense  of  duty  and 
obedience. 

Our  special  train  was  delayed  for  about  half 
an  hour.  My  mother  felt  my  separation  very 
much.  It  was  the  first  time  that  I  was  parting 
from  her  on  a  long  journey,  and  that  too  across 
the  seas,  a  thing  not  at  all  common  for  Indian 
ladies.  But  my  mother  was  as  usual  obedient 
to  the  wishes  of  Her  Highness,  whose  kindness 
towards  me,  she  knows,  outweighs  her  own 
motherly  affection.  She  commended  me  to  the 
care  of  God,  and  we  parted. 

It  was  a  very  pleasant  hour  of  the  morning 
when  we  entered  the  train.  The  engine  whist- 
led, and  within  a  few  minutes  Bhopal  disap- 
peared from  view. 

I  did  not  feel  the  separation  from  my 
mother  very  much,  owing  to  Her  Highness* 
tender  affection  for  me,  which  I  have  enjoyed 
for  seven  years :  yet  I  felt  depressed  and  this 
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did  not  escape  Her  Highness'  watchful  eye. 
She  told  me  in  affectionate  terms,  that  travels 
were  undertaken  for  the  sake  of  experience,  and 
that  those  who  wished  to  widen  their  experience 
never  wasted  time  in  fretting  over  a  short 
separation  from  their  relatives.  She  asked 
me  to  keep  in  view  the  great  object  of  all  travels 
and  endeavour  to  derive  profit  thereby.  She 
then  suggested  my  keeping  a  diary,  saying  that 
I  could,  if  I  needed  help,  consult  her,  my 
brother-in-law,  Mrs.  Baksh,  Mrs.  Barnes,  and 
others,  all  of  whom  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  help  me.  And  I  was  further  encouraged  by 
the  assurance  that  the  book  I  would  write 
would  make  useful  reading  for  girls  of  my  age, 
and  that  I  could  not  present  my  sisters  with  a 
better  gift  on  my  return. 

Before  proceeding  further,  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  mention  here  that  I  have  been  brought  up 
by  Her  Highness  since  I  was  five  years  of  age, 
and  I  am  thankful  to  Providence  for  having 
placed  me  under  so  kind  and  sympathetic  a 
guardian.  Her  Highness  has  in  the  "Gohar-i- 
Iqbal "  described  fully  how  deeply  she  is  interest- 
ed in  my  education,  and  the  following  extracts 
from  one  of  her  speeches  will,  I  think,  give  my 
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readers  an  idea  of  her  solicitude  for  me  : — ' '  My 
sole  object/'  said  Her  Highness,  "  in  hurrying 
the  nuptials  was  that  I  might  myself  look  after 
the  up-bringing  of  my  little  daughter-in-law, 
whom  I  should  keep  as  the  light  of  my  eyes,  for 
I  always  look  upon  good  education  as  the  finest 
jewel  for  a  woman,  for  that  truly  is  a  jewel, 
whose  lustre  can  never  fade." 

The  moment  I  paid  my  respects  to  Her 
Highness  for  the  first  time  and  received  her 
blessing,  a  new  spirit  was  infused  into  me. 
My  one  aim  ever  since  has  been  to  please  Her 
Highness  in  every  thing  I  do.  My  love  for  Her 
Highness  and  my  gratitude  for  her  kindnesses 
have  increased  day  by  day  and  I  bear  her  the 
same  affection  as  I  do  to  my  mother. 

I  began  taking  down  notes  as  desired  by  Her 
Highness  for  my  book,  "A  Trip  to  Europe/' 
and  the  home-sickness  with  which  one  is  natur- 
ally affected  at  such  times,  particularly  when 
one  has  nothing  to  do,  almost  completely  dis- 
appeared, and  what  little  remained  of  it  subse- 
quently vanished  under  the  influence  of-  Her 
Highness'  motherly  affection,  love  and  thought- 
fulness  for  me. 
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"A  TRIP  TO  EUROPE/' 

I  regularly  kept  a  diary,  and  now  offer  my 
notes  to  readers  of  my  age  in  the  form  of  a 
narrative.  Books  on  travel  in  Europe  have 
before  this  been  written  by  very  able  persons, 
books  which  are  an  interesting  store  of  useful 
information,  but  mine  is  an  humble  attempt, 
and  I  can  advance  no  great  claims  on  its  behalf, 
although  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  it  inter- 
esting to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of 
the  ' '  Trip  to  Europe ' '  itself. 

BHOPAL  TO  BOMBAY. 

Two  years  ago  I  had  occasion  to  go  to 
Bombay  with  Her  Highness.  At  that  time  I  was 
too  young  to  think  of  noting  down  what  I  saw 
or  heard ;  nor  indeed  was  that  journey  worth 
writing  a  book  about.  Moreover,  many  Indian 
ladies  now  travel  to  and  from  Bombay,  thanks 
to  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Railway. 
However,  I  shall  for  the  sake  of  Bhopal  girls 
commence  my  story  from  the  very  beginning, 
for  few  of  these  have  travelled  at  all.  But 
what  of  these  girls  when,  as  I  am  told,  even 
the  men  here,  ten  or  twelve  years  back,  trembled 


A    TRIP  TO   EUROPE.  13 

at  the  idea  of  a  journey  in  spite  of  the  comforts 
which  railway  travelling  affords.  I  hope  that 
the  girls  of  our  Sultania  and  Victoria  Schools 
will  some  day  be  fond  of  travelling,  for  as  a 
consequence  of  the  kindly  endeavours  of  Her 
Highness,  the  people  of  Bhopal  are  getting  more 
and  more  interested  in  education  and  education 
breeds  a  desire  to  travel,  provided  one's  means 
allow  one  to  do  so.  And  it  is  due  to  my  educa- 
tion alone  that  I  am  writing  this  book,  for  how 
could  I  otherwise  understand  or  write  any- 
thing ? 

From  Bhopal  to  Budni  is  all  Bhopal  terri- 
tory. What  is  known  as  the  Bhopal  State 
Railway  runs  right  up  to  Itarsi  (56  miles)  and 
was  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  State. 
The  entire  railway  line,  of  which  the  Bhopal  to 
Itarsi  section  is  but  a  small  part,  is  called  the 
Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway.  On  the 
Bhopal  State  portion  of  it,  there  is  a  station 
called  Mid-Ghat,  where  the  line  ascends  to 
quite  a  great  height.  Hills  have  been  cut 
through  to  make  way  for  the  line,  which  shows 
great  engineering  skill.  The  scenery  here  is 
beautiful.  Two  engines  are  attached  to  trains 
between  Barkhera  and  Hoshangabad  stations. 
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Between  Budni  and  Hoshangabad  runs  the 
Narbada,  a  river  held  sacred  by  the  Hindus. 
This  river  flows  from  East  to  West  and  many 
things  that  have  remained  in  it  for  a  long  time 
are  known  to  have  fossilised  (turned  into 
stone).* 

Bombay  is  521  miles  from  Bhopal.  Be- 
sides the  larger  station  where  lines  branch  off 
in  different  directions  there  are  many  smaller 
stations  on  the  way.  Each  station  has  its  name 
engraved  on  stone  slabs  in  English  and  Verna- 
cular characters. 

Four  kinds  of  trains  run  daily  on  this  line— 
' '  Mail, "  "  Fast  Passenger, "  "  Passenger ' '  and 
Goods. ' '  The  mail  train  carries  mails  and  has 
very  little  accommodation  for  third  class 
passengers,  the  majority  of  carriages  on  this 
train  being  first  and  second  class.  The  Mail 
train  does  not  stop  at  smaller  stations  and  its 
speed  is  very  great,  while  great  care  is  taken 
to  make  its  arrival  punctual  to  the  appointed 
time.  The  "  Fast  Passenger "  runs  at  lesser 
speed  than  that  of  the  mail  train  and  is 

*  In  the  Edward  Museum  at  Bhopal  there  are  a  fossilised  shoe  and 
a  partly  fossilised  bone,  both  of  which  were  found  in  this  river.  A  fossilised 
fish  was  presented  to  the  Countess  of  M  into. 
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intended  for  the  convenience  of  third  class 
passengers.  The  "  Passenger "  stops  at  every 
station.  It  has  first  and  second  class  carriages 
as  well,  and  also  carries  mails.  The  "  Goods" 
train  is  only  meant  for  carrying  goods  and  has 
no  accommodation  for  passengers,  but  one  may, 
in  case  of  emergency,  travel  by  this  train,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Station  Master  and  on 
payment  of  first  class  fare. 

There  are  mile  and  furlong  posts  along  the 
line,  and  the  telegraph  posts  also  help  one 
to  count  the  miles.  There  are  figures  written  on 
these  posts,  which  tell  one  how  many  posts 
there  are  to  a  mile  and  how  far  an  important 
place  like  Bombay  or  Delhi  is  from  a  particular 
point ;  and  it  is  quite  easy  to  work  out  the  speed 
of  a  running  train,  with  the  help  of  a  watch  and 
the  mile  posts. 

Our  ' '  Special  ' '  train  was  running  at  mail 
train  speed  and  did  not  stop  at  small  stations. 
Sometimes  it  had  to  stop  off  a  small  station 
in  case  the  signal  was  against  it.  Outside 
a  station  the  ' '  Line  Clear ' '  is  given  by  lower- 
ing the  signal  or  by  a  green  flag  during  the  day. 
When  a  train  enters  a  station  or  leaves  it, 
information  is  sent  to  the  next  station  by  wire 
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or  some  other  apparatus,  and  the  guard  and 
the  driver  of  the  train  are  assured  that  the 
way  ahead  is  quite  "  Clear/'  At  night  lanterns 
take  the  place  of  flags.  Flags  and  lanterns 
of  different  colours  indicate  different  signals. 
"  Green  "  means  that  the  line  is  "  Clear/'  while 
"  Red  "  is  the  danger  signal  and  is  used  to  stop 
a  running  train.  Should  there  be  a  mistake 
in  the  giving  of  a  "  Line  Clear  "  (which  God  for- 
bid) there  is  danger  of  trains  colliding,  which 
means  a  loss  of  hundreds  of  precious  lives  and 
thousands  of  rupees  worth  of  property.  For  the 
fast  trains  which  do  not  stop  at  small  stations,  a 
man  stands  ready  with  the  "  Line  Clear"  which 
the  driver  takes  as  his  train  runs  past  the  plat- 
form. 

If  the  line  is  not  clear,  or  in  case  another 
train  is  coming  from  the  opposite  direction,  the 
"  Line  Clear  "  is  not  given,  and  the  train  is 
kept  waiting  at  the  station.  This,  however,  is 
only  done  on  single  track  lines.  Between  Itarsi 
and  Bombay  the  line  has  a  double  track,  one 
track  being  for  trains  going  ' '  up  "  and  the  other 
for  those  running  "down"  (to  Bombay). 

At  about  6  P.M.  our  train  arrived  at  Igat- 
puri.  From  here  onward  the  line  passes  through 
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the  well-known  Bombay  tunnels,  which  I  believe 
are  eleven  in  number.  Igatpuri  Station  is 
situated  in  a  low  valley  surrounded  by  a  long 
chain  of  high  hills,  which  have  been  cut 
through  for  the  track  of  the  railway  line.  The 
tunnels  are  dark  and  the  track  is  zigzag. 
There  are  high  hills  on  either  side  of  the 
line,  and  two  engines  are  used  to  pull  trains  up 
the  ascent.  The  scenery  here  is  magnificent, 
especially  during  the  rains  when  all  the  hills 
are  green  and  tiny  streams  are  to  be  seen 
trickling  here  and  there.  It  is  indeed  a  sight 
worth  seeing,  and  makes  one  wonder  at  the  glory 
of  God,  and  admire  the  skill  and  hard  work  of 
those  who  built  the  railroad  over  this  difficult 
tract. 

In  our  State  of  Bhopal  there  is  a  fortress, 
known  as  Chowkigarh  (which  was  built  during 
the  rule  of  the  Gonds  more  than  two  thousand 
years  ago)  situated  on  a  hill  about  165  feet  high, 
and  leading  from  here  to  the  fortress  of  Bari, 
there  is  a  large  underground  passage  which  has 
been  closed  up  long  since.  This  passage  may  be 
said  to  resemble  the  tunnels  just  described. 

At  8  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Victoria 

Terminus  Station  which  is  said  to  be  the  best 
H,  TE  2 
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and  most  beautiful  of  all  railway  stations  in 
India,  and  I  don 't  remember  seeing  a  larger  or 
more  magnificent  railway  station  even  in  Europe. 
Here  we  were  examined  by  a  Lady  Doctor.  A 
motor  car  was  waiting  at  the  platform  and  Her 
Highness,  my  sister-in-law,  Birjis  Jehan  Begum 
and  myself  entered  it  and  arrived  at  Apollo 
Bunder  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Special 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  Her  Highness ' 
embarkation.  Apollo  Bunder  is  the  quay 
specially  reserved  for  the  use  of  chiefs  and  high 
officials,  while  the  ordinary  passengers  by  the 
P.  and  O.  boats  embark  from  the  Ballard  pier. 

My  brother-in-law  stayed  for  the  night  at 
the  Taj  Mahal  Hotel,  to  transact  some  urgent 
business,  and  to  attend  to  certain  arrangements 
for  the  voyage. 

Mrs.  Barnes  and  Mrs.  Payne  were  waiting 
at  the  Bunder  for  us.  Mrs.  Barnes  is  our  Lady 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Payne  is  the  wife  of  Hamid 
Sultan 's  tutor.  Both  these  ladies  had  preceded 
us  to  Bombay  and  were  to  accompany  us  to 
Europe.  Mrs.  Payne  told  Her  Highness  that 
Mr.  Payne  wished  to  see  her,  the  latter  came 
forward  and  Her  Highness  alighted  from  the 
motor  car  to  speak  to  him,  while  we  remained 
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in  the  car  until  he  left  after  a  short  conversa- 
tion. 

My  sister-in-law,  Birjis  Jehan  Begum,  and 
I  now  got  down' from  the  car  and  Hamid  Sultan 
and  Mrs.  Barnes  led  us  into  the  steam  launch. 

This  boat  may  be  called  a  small  steamer  ; 
it  has  an  engine  and  is  propelled  by  steam 
power.  The  launch  covered  a  few  furlongs  of 
the  sea  quickly  and  approached  our  boat.  We 
got  on  board  the  S.  S.  "Caledonia"  and  presently 
the  stewardess  took  us  first  to  the  music  saloon, 
and  then  down  to  our  cabins. 

Birjis  Jehan  Begum,  who  is  not  yet  nine, 
told  me  that  when  she  entered  the  launch,  she 
thought  that  that  very  boat  was  to  take  us  all 
the  way  to  Europe,  and  that  when  she  boarded 
the  ship  she  believed  she  had  arrived  at  an  hotel. 
She  was  surprised  to  know  it  was  a  ship  and 
drew  my  attention  to  the  well-furnished  cabins 
and  to  the  enormous  proportions  of  the  vessel. 
We  chatted  a  while  on  these  things,  and  then 
all  of  us  retired  to  our  cabins  and  slept  well 
in  the  night. 

SHIPS. 

Formerly  ships  sailed  along  the  coast  by  the 
aid  of  the  winds,  but  now  steam  power  takes 
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them  through  mid-ocean,  and  a  magnetic  com- 
pass is  all  that  is  necessary  to  point  out  the 
directions.  A  voyage  that  used  to  take  six 
months  is  now  performed  in  a  fortnight,  for  a 
steamship  covers  from  three  to  four  hundred 
miles  a  day.  It  was  in  1825  that  the  first  steam- 
ship visited  Indian  waters. 

The  P.  and  O.  Company's  boats  are  consi- 
dered superior  to  those  of  other  shipping  com- 
panies trading  with  India.  Travellers  are 
afforded  every  comfort  on  these  ships,  and  the 
officers  on  board  are  very  attentive.  Only 
there  are  no  separate  food  arrangements  for 
Mahomedan  passengers,  and  this,  indeed,  is 
rather  strange.  But  the  Mahomedans  them- 
selves do  not  seem  to  mind  it  at  all.  They  eat 
the  food  supplied  without  any  objection,  rather 
than  take  the  trouble  of  making  their  own 
arrangements.  Why  should  the  Company 
then  take  the  trouble  of  making  separate 
arrangements  ?  Many  orthodox  Mahomedans 
do  not  undertake  the  journey  to  Europe  simply 
because  they  find  it  difficult  to  observe  the  neces- 
sary precautions  about  the  proper  slaughter 
of  the  animals  whose  meat  is  used.  But  no 
such  difficulty  should  present  itself,  if  the 
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Mahomedans  intending  to  visit  Europe  were  to 
travel  in  large  parties.  We  had  our  own  cook 
with  us,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  fowls  had 
been  purchased  in  Bombay,  while  we  renewed 
our  vegetable  supply  at  Aden  and  Port  Said. 
We  had  taken  a  sufficient  quantity  of  sterilized 
milk  in  bottles  supplied  by  the  Aligarh  Dairy 
Farm,  and  we  got  eggs,  fish,  bread,  rice  and 
lentil  from  the  ship 's  stores.  The  Captain  had 
ordered  special  arrangements  to  be  made  for 
the  cooking  of  our  food.  The  ship's  cooking 
utensils,  crockery  and  cutlery  were  placed  at 
our  disposal  after  being  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  we  got  our  food  at  regular  hours  without 
any  trouble. 

A  CHILD'S  DEATH. 

We  were  within  three  hours  of  Aden  when 
our  steamer  suddenly  stopped  for  a  minute  or 
two.  It  was  my  first  voyage,  and  I  naturally 
felt  rather  anxious.  On  enquiry  we  were  told- 
that  an  eleven-month  baby  had  died  and  was 
being  buried  at  sea.  That  death  depends  on 
the  will  of  God  no  one  can  deny,  but  the  mother 
had  engaged  a  first  class  cabin  for  herself  and 
her  husband,  while  the  poor  baby  was  kept  with 
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its  nurse  in  the  second  class.  The  baby  was 
cutting  its  teeth  and  the  weather  was  warm.  A 
second  class  cabin  is  obviously  less  comfortable 
than  a  first  class  one,  and  the  little  one  got 
convulsions  on  account  of  the  heat.  The  nurse 
had  been  telling  the  mother  that  it  was  warm 
in  her  cabin,  and  that  the  baby  was  getting 
pale,  but  the  mother  paid  no  heed  to  it,  and  the 
little  one  died.  Mrs.  Baksh  was  with  us,  and 
we  heard  all  this  from  her  and  Mrs.  Barnes. 
Mrs.  Baksh  is  not  a  good  sailor ;  the  sea  was 
calm  and  yet  she  was  sick  all  the  time. 

ARRIVAL  AT  ADEN. 

On  Wednesday,  at  6  o'clock,  our  ship  an- 
chored in  the  Aden  harbour.  This  is  a  barren 
place  without  any  sign  of  verdure.  The  hills 
rise  to  view  from  a  distance  of  about  10  miles. 
Aden  is  1,664  miles  from  Bombay.  Here  the 
ship  renewed  her  supply  of  coal.  Our  port- 
holes were  closed  for  the  time  probably  to  pre- 
vent particles  of  coal  being  blown  into  the 
cabins.  It  became  very  warm  as  soon  as  the 
portholes  were  closed,  but  the  electric  fans 
helped  to  lessen  the  heat  which  would  otherwise 
have  caused  us  great  inconvenience. 
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A  few  gentlemen  on  board  the  ship  had 
expressed  to  my  brother-in-law  their  desire  to 
see  Her  Highness,  who  therefore  went  on  deck 
and  saw  several  European  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
and  conversed  with  them  on  different  subjects. 

A  French  princess  was  also  travelling  by 
our  boat ;  she  too  came  and  saw  Her  Highness. 
This  princess  likes  India  very  much  and  has  been 
to  this  country  several  times  as  a  guest  of  the 
Maharaja  of  Kapurthala. 

Aden  being  so  far  west  of  India,  the  time 
there  differs  from  the  Indian  standard  time  by 
about  two  hours.  My  watch  was  set  to  Madras 
time,  and  one  morning,  as  I  got  up  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  that  it  was  8  o  'clock  by  my  watch ; 
I  thought  I  had  overslept  myself,  but  when  I 
looked  out,  I  saw  it  was  prayer  time,  and 
then  I  came  to  know  that  it  was  only  6  by  the 
local  time.  This  difference  of  time  went  on 
increasing  as  we  went  westward.  Time  differs 
by  about  an  hour  for  every  thousand  miles. 

While  our  portholes  were  being  closed  some 
Somalis  were  seen  dancing  and  begging  for  alms, 
which  were  given  them  by  many  passengers. 

Aden  formerly  belonged  to  Turkey,  but  it 
became  a  British  possession  nearly  70  years 


24  A   TRIP   TO    EUROPE. 

ago,  and  is  said  to  have  improved  a  great 
deal  since.  The  fort  is  garrisoned  by  British 
troops.  No  ship  from  Europe  can  reach 
India  without  passing  Aden,  unless  she  sails 
round  the  West  African  Coast,  which  means  a 
great  waste  of  time.  That  was  the  route  to 
India  in  the  olden  days,— but  the  Suez  Canal, 
which  I  shall  describe  later  on,  has  given  us  a 
much  shorter  cut. 

Her  Highness  tells  me  that  some  fine  build* 
ings  have  been  erected  on  the  seashore  at  Aden 
since  she  passed  through  the  place  on  her  way 
to  the  Hedjaz  eight  years  ago. 

People  of  many  nationalities  are  to  be  seen 
here.  Aden  looks  like  an  island,  and  the  town 
is  situated  on  a  high  hill.  It  is  a  big  trade 
centre.  Passengers  on  board  a  ship  get  an  op- 
portunity here  of  posting  letters  to  their  friends. 
We  learnt  from  our  Captain  that  he  had 
received  information  that  the  Red  Sea  was  rough. 
The  idea  of  a  storm  makes  one  shudder,  but 
those  who  are  used  to  the  sea  are  not  at 
all  frightened,  and  regard  it  as  an  ordinary 
matter.  To  them  the  rough  weather  at  sea  does 
not'mean  anything  more  than  a  certain  amount 
of  shaking  of  the  ship  by  the  high  waves. 
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At  9  in  the  morning,  our  ship  left  Aden 
and  passed  through  Bab-ul-Mandeb  (the  Gate 
of  Tears)  the  "  gateway  "  to  the  Red  Sea.  There 
are  two  hills  here,  one  on  either  side. 

Great  caution  is  observed  in  steering  ships 
through  this  narrow  waterway,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  full  of  dangers. 

Beyond  this  is  the  Isle  of  Perim  with  a 
light-house  on  it. 

We  had  now  entered  the  Red  Sea. 

WEATHER  IN  THE  RED  SEA. 

Fortunately  we  met  with  no  bad  weather 
in  the  Red  Sea  which  was  quite  calm.  We 
expected  to  find  the  weather  very  hot  here, 
but  strong  cool  winds  had  been  blowing  for  two 
days,  so  that  warm  clothes  had  to  be  worn 
after  dusk,  and  the  portholes  had  to  be  kept 
closed  till  about  10  in  the  morning.  The 
Captain  and  all  the  European  passengers  on 
board  were  surprised  at  this  sudden  change  of 
weather.  They  all  said  they  had  never  found 
such  weather  in  the  Red  Sea  in  April.  The  fear 
was  expressed  that  we  might  find  the  Medi- 
terranean very  rough  and  everybody  thought 
it  must  be  very  cold  in  Europe. 
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The  hills  of  the  Arabian  and  African  coasts 
now  rose  into  view.  They  are  all  barren  hills 
without  any  sign  of  verdure  or  habitation. 
Hamid  Sultan  enjoyed  the  sight  and  told  Her 
Highness  that  he  hoped  some  day  to  go  and 
have  some  good  shooting  in  those  hills. 

Beyond  the  northern  shores  of  this  sea  is 
Mount  Sinai  where  Moses  saw  the  flame  of 
God 's  light  and  was  made  a  prophet. 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

On  Monday  our  ship  reached  Suez.  Suez 
is  a  pretty  big  town,  about  a  mile  inland,  and 
is  a  port  of  Egypt.  Aden  is  1,310  miles  from 
here.  Here  too  the  passengers  had  to  undergo 
a  medical  examination.  A  gentleman  and  a 
lady  doctor  examined  everybody  and  then  a 
pilot  boarded  the  ship  to  take  her  into  the 
harbour.  A  pilot  is  always  required  to  steer  a 
ship  into  a  big  harbour.  At  the  time  of  the 
medical  inspection  Birjis  Jehan  Begum  and  I 
were  taking  our  clothes  out  of  our  trunks 
and  putting  them  in  a  bag.  The  lady  doctor 
was  brought  in  to  our  cabin  by  Mrs.  Barnes,  and 
seeing  that  we  were  quite  cheerful,  she  left  us 
after  an  exchange  of  greetings,  and  examined 
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our  maid-servants  who  were  standing  in  front 
of  our  cabin.  Shortly  after  this  she  left  the 
ship  and  went  away  in  a  small  launch. 

Fresh  fruits  can  be  had  in  abundance  at 
Suez  and  vendors  bring  them  to  the  ships  for 
sale.  These  people  know  almost  every  language 
well  enough  to  serve  their  purpose. 

Our  ship  remained  here  till  four  o'clock 
and  then  we  entered  the  Suez  Canal. 

At  the  end  of  this  canal  is  Port  Said,  where 
the  Red  Sea  meets  the  Mediterranean.  The 
construction  of  this  canal  has  greatly  facilitated 
the  voyage  to  Europe  and  ships  now  take  a 
much  shorter  time  to  do  the  voyage  than  they 
did  formerly.  This  canal  was  a  relic  of  Moslem 
supremacy,  being  the  work  of  Omar-bin-Aas, 
the  Arab  Governor  of  Egypt  in  the  7th  Century 
A.  D.,  who  constructed  it  in  order  to  accelerate 
the  transport  of  supplies,  but  it  fell  into  decay 
with  the  fall  of  the  Mahomedan  power.  The 
hills  by  the  side  of  the  canal  are  sandy,  and  if 
the  canal  is  not  constantly  looked  after,  it  is  in 
constant  danger  of  silting  up. 

In  1859  during  the  rule  of  Said  Pasha, 
Khedive  of  Egypt,  an  eminent  French  Engineer^ 
M.  de  Lesseps,  completed  the  excavation  of  this 
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canal.  While  cutting  through  the  hills  he  erected 
strong  dams  on  either  side.  The  canal  is  150 
yards  wide,  28  feet  deep  and  87  miles  long.  It 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  seventy  crores  of  rupees, 
the  amount  being  contributed  by  several 
Powers,  England's  share  being  the  largest. 
The  late  Khedive  Said  Pasha  offered  his  shares 
for  sale  and  very  wisely  the  then  English  Prime 
Minister,  Lord  Beaconsfield,  forthwith  secured 
possession  of  them. 

Our  ship  was  going  at  a  slow  speed  and  the 
limit  of  4  miles  an  hour  was  never  exceeded  in 
the  canal,  for  if  a  ship  sails  at  a  greater  speed, 
there  is  likelihood  of  sand  falling  in  from  the 
banks. 

Cypress  trees  are  planted  on  either  side  of 
the  canal  in  some  places  and  look  very  pleasant 
to  the  eye  ;  when  it  is  dark  a  powerful  electric 
lamp  throws  a  strong  light  in  front  of  the  ship. 
There  are  small  stations  on  the  banks  of  the 
canal,  where  "  Line  clears  "  are  given  as  on 
Railway  lines. 

Dredging  machines  are  always  to  be  seen 
at  work,  for  otherwise  navigation  would  become 
difficult  on  account  of  the  enormous  quantities 
of  sand  and  silt  brought  by  the  waters. 
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The  only  remnants  of  the  ancient  canal  are 
the  two  tanks  known  as  the  ' '  Bitter  Lakes. ' ' 
These  are  passed  soon  after  leaving  Suez,  and 
when  the  present  canal  was  constructed  by  the 
great  French  Engineer,  these  were  also  taken  in 
and  now  form  part  of  the  canal. 

A  railway  runs  along  the  western  side  of 
the  canal  from  Ismailia  onwards,  and  stations 
are  built  at  short  distances. 

PORT  SAID. 

It  was  the  morning  prayer  time  when  we 
arrived  at  Port  Said.  Egyptian  Customs  Officers 
could  be  seen  on  the  quay.  Port  Said  seems 
to  be  well  populated  and  has  some  fine  buildings 
facing  the  canal.  The  port  is  named  after  Said 
Pasha,  the  Khedive  of  Egypt,  during  whose  rule 
it  first  saw  its  importance. 

On  the  quay  is  a  double-storeyed  building 
which  is  occupied  by  the  Custom  Officers  re- 
presenting various  Governments. 

There  are  land  routes  from  here  to  Jerusalem^ 
Damascus  and  other  places.  Our  ship  remained 
in  the  harbour  till  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Some  Italian  singers  came  in  boats  and  went 
round  the  ship  playing  the  violin  and  singing 
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loudly  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  passengers 
from  whom  they  expected  rewards. 

The  Red  Sea  ends  at  Port  Said  where  the 
Suez  Canal  joins  the  Red  Sea  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  canal  at  Port  Said, 
stands  the  statue  of  M.  de  Lesseps,  pointing 
with  his  right  hand  the  way  to  India. 

The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium  board- 
ed our  ship  here.  A  launch  was  waiting  for 
them  by  the  Khedive 's  orders  and  a  few 
Egyptian  officials  were  in  attendance  on  the 
platform.  At  3  o'clock,  their  Majesties'  carriage 
arrived  and  the  King  and  Queen  alighted  to 
embark  on  the  Caledonia.  The  carriage  was  a 
fine  one,  with  beautiful  white  Arab  horses  and  a 
few  gaudily  dressed  Abyssinians  in  attendance. 

When  our  boat  went  past  the  break-water, 
waves  could  be  seen  dashing  against  the  walls. 
This  signified  the  approach  of  a  storm,  and  it  was 
evident  that  we  would  have  bad  weather  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

Our  porthole  was  closed,  but  not  tightly 
screwed,  and  a  wave  dashed  some  water  into  the 
cabin  and  our  clothes  got  wet.  Fortunately 
the  porthole  was  immediately  closed  or  the 
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whole  cabin  would  have  been  flooded.  The 
stewards  were  busy  closing  the  portholes,  but 
as  they  could  not  enter  our  cabins  on  account 
of  "  Pardah,"  Hamid  Sultan  brought  in  the 
instrument  and  tightened  the  screws. 

The  bad  weather  continued  till  10  o'clock 
the  following  morning.  Many  people  were  sea- 
sick, but  those  who  were  good  sailors  did  not 
feel  it  very  much.  Those  of  us  who  had  never 
been  on  the  sea  before  looked  frightened,  parti- 
cularly the  maid-servants,  and  seeing  them, 
I  too  became  nervous.  I  thought  the  ship  was 
going  to  sink.  I  thought  of  all  my  relatives 
I  had  left  behind  in  India,  and  burst  out 
crying.  Her  Highness  comforted  me  and  told 
me  that  a  rough  sea  did  not  necessarily  mean  a 
storm,  and  that  even  if  it  was  a  storm,  there 
was  absolutely  no  danger,  for  storm  or  no 
storm,  the  ships  went  on,  that  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  people  sailed  every  week  and  that 
Europeans  went  home  and  returned  to  India 
throughout  the  year  without  any  fear.  Her 
Highness  asked  me  to  see  how  cheerful  all  the 
others  of  our  party  were,  and  said  that  they 
too  would  have  become  nervous  if  there  was 
any  real  danger,  for  every  one  held  his  life  dear, 
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that  it  was  very  seldom  that  we  heard  of  a  ves- 
sel sinking,  and  that,  for  that  matter,  even  trains 
might  get  smashed  in  a  collision,  and  that  ships 
were  much  safer.  Her  Highness  said  that  she 
had  heard  of  ships  getting  lost,  but  those  were 
small  vessels  like  those  we  saw  at  Bombay,  for 
bigger  boats  sailed  in  perfect  safety.  She  then 
pointed  out  the  belts,  which  were  to  be  found  in 
every  cabin,  and  were  meant  for  times  of  danger, 
when  by  putting  one  of  these  on,  one  could  es- 
cape drowning  and  float  on  till  help  arrived. 
Besides,  I  was  told,  there  were  eight  life-boats 
on  our  ship,  capable  of  holding  fifty  to  sixty 
persons  each.  They  are  very  useful  for  saving 
life,  but  I  don't  think  they  would  have  sufficed 
for  all  the  passengers  on  board. 

I  was  greatly  comforted  by  Her  Highness' 
words  and  went  to  sleep  satisfied  that  there 
was  no  danger. 

Beautiful  islands  were  to  be  seen  at 
o'clock  next  morning.  On  our  right  lay  Italy, 
with  Sicily  and  Messina  to  our  left.  While 
passing  through  the  Straits  of  Messina  we  sailed 
quite  close  to  the  coast.  There  are  many 
green  hills  in  these  parts,  dotted  here  and  there 
with  clearly  visible  habitations. 
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We  had  been  on  board  the  ship  for  13  days 
now,  and  our  longing  for  a  sight  of  the  land  was 
great.  We  experienced  great  pleasure  when 
these  signs  of  human  population  appeared. 
There  was  a  strange  attraction  in  this,  and  it 
seemed  as  though  we  were  going  like  Alice 
through  wonderland. 

While  enjoying  these  sights,  our  imagina- 
tion would,  in  less  than  a  second,  take  us  thous- 
ands of  miles  back  to  our  own  Bhopal,  to 
Ahmedabad,  Koh-i-Noor,  and  Jahan  Numa,  for 
the  scenery  there  bore  some  resemblance  to 
what  we  were  witnessing. 

As  our  boat  passed  between  Italy  and  Sicily, 
we  could  clearly  see  the  magnificent  scenery 
on  either  side.  We  caught  a  glimpse  of  a 
volcano  on  the  island  of  Sicily.  I  had  read 
in  newspapers  of  volcanic  eruptions,  and  of 
how  villages  and  fields  had  been  destroyed  by 
them.  There  is  always  a  little  smoke  rising  from 
a  volcano,  but  during  an  eruption  the  volume  of 
this  smoke  increases,  and  sulphur  and  hot  ashes 
are  thrown  up,  while  the  flood  of  lava  comes 
down  like  a  torrent.  !  And  since  the  land  in  the 
vicinity  becomes  very  fertile  after  these  erup- 
tions, people  return  to  those  tracts  and  forget  all 
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dangers  and  hardships  in  their  ambition  to 
get  rich.  It  needs  great  courage  and  hard  work 
to  live  near  volcanoes,  and  to  produce  wealth  on 
the  scenes  of  previous  devastation,  but  no  wealth 
can  be  acquired  without  courage  and  work. 

I  expect  my  sister  readers  have  read  the 
story  of  "  Sindbadthe  Sailor"  in  the  "  Arabian 
Nights/' 

On  this  occasion  too  Her  Highness,  accord- 
ing to  her  wont,  told  us  many  interesting  tales, 
from  which  we  learnt  a  number  of  new  and 
useful  things. 

In  Italy  there  seemed  to  be  railways 
running  along  the  seashore,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  There  are  rivers  and  small  streams 
running  into  the  sea,  and  these  were  spanned 
by  huge  iron  bridges. 

Towards  evening  another  volcano,  Strom- 
boli,  was  sighted  and  our  ship  went  past  it  at 
very  slow  speed. 

The  sea  was  now  calm  as  a  lake,  the  sun, 
half  hidden  behind  clouds  and  half  shedding 
his  lustre  over  the  watery  expanse,  gave  it  the 
appearance  of  a  floor  of  glass,  the  surface, 
slightly  ruffled  by  the  breeze,  shone  now  like 
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a  huge  piece  of  crepe-de-chine  and  speedily 
again  like  bright  satin.  The  rays  of  the  sun, 
occasionally  piercing  the  clouds,  produced  the 
effect  of  an  immense  sheet  of  bluish  tint  with 
prominent  stripes  of  golden  thread. 

Here  my  brother-in-law  told  Her  Highness 
that  the  Captain  of  the  ship  had  told  him 
that  the  Queen  of  Belgium  desired  to  see  Her 
Highness,  and  had  inquired  whether  she  might 
come  down  to  meet  Her  Highness  in  her  cabin. 
Her  Highness  said  she  would  rather  go  to  the 
Queen's  cabin  herself,  and  went  to  the  upper 
deck,  where  she  found  and  conversed  with  Her 
Majesty  in  the  Captain's  cabin.  The  Queen 
is  not  a  very  good  sailor.  She  said  she  was 
sorry  she  could  not  make  Her  Highness'  ac- 
quaintance earlier,  as  she  had  not  been  feeling 
very  well  for  two  days  owing  to  the  bad  weather. 
The  King  of  Belgium  also  came,  and  went 
outside,  after  a  short  conversation,  to  speak  to 
my  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan.  Her 
Highness  then  returned  to  her  cabin  and  a  little 
later  the  same  day,  the  Queen  came  to  our 
cabin,  and  talked  long  with  Her  Highness, 
my  sister-in-law  Birjis  Jehan  Begum  and 
myself.  Her  Majesty  is  very  amiable  and  simple 
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in   her  ways.     Most  princesses   are  noted  for 
their  simple  and  charming  manners. 

MARSEILLES. 

On  vSaturday  our  ship  anchored  in  Mar- 
seilles harbour,  and  our  sea  voyage  happily 
came  to  an  end.  Marseilles  is  a  very  interesting 
place.  A  very  spacious  platform  was  built 
on  the  seashore  with  a  huge  wall  alongside. 
The  harbour  is  so  deep  that  our  ship  steamed 
right  up  to  the  landing-place. 

Her  Highness'  arrival  had  already  been 
announced  in  the  papers,  and  the  quay  was 
thronged  with  photographers  and  newspaper 
reporters  at  the  time  of  our  landing.  As  our 
party  consisted  of  zenana  ladies,  Mr.  Harman, 
the  courier  engaged  through  Messrs.  Thos.  Cook 
and  Son,  got  the  platform  cleared  of  these 
gentlemen  who  were  politely  told  that  their 
presence  was  not  required.  Even  the  officers 
of  the  ship  were  sent  away  for  the  time,  and 
although  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the  place 
absolutely  clear  of  everybody,  there  was  yet 
no  crowd  on  the  platform. 

My  brother-in-law  arranged  for  a  motor  car, 
and  all  of  us  went  round  the  town  sightseeing. 
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The  town  is  well  laid  out,  but  the  sanitary 
arrangements  seem  in  need  of  improvement. 
The  roads  are  wide,  well  metalled,  and  lined  with 
trees  on  either  side.  Everyone  seemed  busy. 
The  houses  have  several  storeys,  and  an  exqui- 
site fountain  in  the  centre  of  the  town  is  well 
worth  a  visit. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  MARSEILLES. 

A  Special  train  with  a  sleeping  car  was 
waiting  for  us.  There  were  twelve  separate 
compartments  not  unlike  those  of  Indian 
Railways. 

The  upholstery  was  of  green  tapestry  and 
the  curtains  too  were  of  the  same  colour. 
There  were  only  two  bath-rooms  to  the  whole 
carriage,  accessible  only  through  the  corridor. 
This  would  have  been  very  inconvenient  had 
not  the  entire  carriage  been  reserved  for  us. 

We  had  a  brake-van  for  our  luggage  and  a 
second  class  carriage  for  the  servants.  To  make 
an  enjoyable  and  comfortable  journey  in 
Europe,  it  is  best  to  form  parties  of  friends  and 
travel  together. 

Our  zenana  party,  together  with  my 
brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan,  found  ample 
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accommodation  in  four  compartments  and  the 
remaining  were  unoccupied. 

All  of  us  went  into  our  sleeping  compart- 
ments, where  we  found  beds  and  everything 
quite  clean  and  nice.  We  had  every  thing 
that  we  wanted.  A  small  table,  a  wash-hand 
basin  and  an  ewer  were  close  by.  The  win- 
dows were  large  and  elegantly  made,  and  were 
hung  with  luxurious  silk  curtains  like  those 
found  in  high  class  landaus  in  India.  We  were 
comfortable  in  every  way. 

Our  train  left  Marseilles  at  6  P.M.  It  was 
very  cold  and  as  it  became  dark  soon  after- 
wards, we  could  not  see  much. 

RURAL  LIFE  IN  FRANCE. 

On  getting  up  in  the  morning,  we  could  see 
the  smiling  fields  on  the  rich  French  soil.  Vil- 
lages, prosperous  and  flourishing,  were  dotted 
about  here  and  there.  The  fields  looked  like 
so  many  gardens.  They  are  not  as  big  as  in 
India,  for  an  average  French  field  measures  500 
feet  by  30  feet,  approximately.  The  field  ploughs 
are  pulled  by  horses. 

The  surface  is  undulating,  and  plots  for 
cultivation  have  been  laid  out  even  on  hill-sides, 
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so  that  the  crops  in  them  give  them  the  appear- 
ance of  a  succession  of  well-trimmed  gardens. 

The  soil  is  of  the  kind  found  in  mountainous 
tracts.  Most  of  the  hills  are  covered  with 
cypress-like  groves,  and  the  patches  of  forest 
bear  a  close  resemblance  to  the  Indian  thickets 
of  teak  or  ' '  Khanker  ' '  (butea  frondosa).  The 
skilful  arrangement  of  trees  made  the  scenery 
most  charming  and  beautiful. 

Not  a  soul  seemed  astir  at  7  o'clock,  the 
peasants  being  apparently  fast  asleep  in  their 
homes.  These  are  very  like  those  in  Indian 
villages,  but  are  double-storeyed  and  much  more 
cosy  and  elegant  in  appearance.  The  roofs 
are  covered  with  tiles.  The  windows  of  houses 
occupied  by  farmers  or  land-owners  were  hung 
with  curtains.  We  enj  oyed  these  sights  through 
the  glass  windows.  As  in  India,  there  are 
people  of  all  grades  in  France,  but  everyone 
seems  to  have  taste  and  cleanly  ways  of  living. 
Although  every  house  may  not  be  well  fur- 
nished, yet  cleanliness  and  taste  were  in 
evidence  everywhere.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
confusion  or  noise  at  the  railway  stations,  and 
very  many  men  too  were  not  visible.  The 
punctuality  and  good  management  of  the  trains 
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were  remarkable ;  goods  trains  run  on  a  separate 
track.  There  is  no  arrangement  for  refresh- 
ments at  stations,  but  passenger  and  Mail 
trains  have  dining  saloons  attached  to  them. 

Signs  of  busy  life  were  visible  soon  after 
7  o'clock.  Here  was  a  man  watering  his  field 
with  a  water-hose,  another  digging  the  soil  with 
a  spade,  or  driving  in  his  small  dog  cart  (very 
much  like  our  tonga  or  ekka)  with  his  wife,  sister 
or  some  other  relative  by  his  side.  There  was 
one  to  be  seen  cycling  swiftly  along  the  village 
road,  narrow  like  a  footpath,  but  white  and 
clean.  There  were  children  clad  in  warm 
clothes  walking  quietly  along  the  road.  Their 
clothes  did  not  seem  expensive,  but  looked 
clean.  Boys  of  eleven  or  twelve  were  working 
in  fields  with  their  elders. 

There  are  irrigation  canals,  like  those  con- 
structed by  our  Government  in  India.  These 
canals  supply  water  for  the  fields,  and  are  also 
used  by  boats  to  carry  merchandise.  The 
beauty  of  the  scenery  increases  as  one  nears 
Paris,  the  Capital  of  France. 

The  fields  are  not  so  extensive  as  in  India, 
for  the  value  of  land  is  very  great,  and  pieces 
of  waste  land,  I  am  informed,  have  sometimes 


A  TRIP  TO  EUROPE.  4! 

been  sold  at  double  the  price  of  cultivated 
land. 

The  fields  look  like  beautiful  orchards  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  apple  trees  planted  in 
them  in  suitable  places.  The  roads  seemed  to 
be  lined  with  walnut  and  apricot  trees,  and 
fruits,  I  am  sure,  must  be  plentiful. 

The  home  of  my  forefathers,  too,  away  in  the 
heart  of  Afghanistan,  is  also  a  home  of  fine  fruits, 
but  my  people  left  Kabul,  and  my  good  fortune 
brought  me  from  Peshawar  to  Bhopal  when 
I  was  but  five  years  old.  I  am  therefore  not 
entitled  to  make  a  comparison,  but  I  do  believe 
that  Europe  does  not  produce  the  delicious 
fruits  that  Kabul  grows. 

France  and  Italy  are  both  noted  for  their 
grapes,  and  we  saw  a  number  of  vineyards  in 
these  countries,  but  I  am  sure  our  Kabul  pome- 
granates, apples  and  grapes  are  far  superior. 
The  pomegranates  and  water-melons  of  Cons- 
tantinople were,  doubtless,  very  tasty,  but  the 
oranges  we  had  in  London  were  in  no  way 
better  than  our  Indian  oranges.  Mangoes  and 
custard  apples  are  not  grown  in  Europe-  and 
many  other  fruits  produced  in  India  are  also 
not  to  be  found.  The  soil  of  Europe  is  rich  with 
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the  bounty  of  nature.  The  weather  always 
seemed  to  be  cloudy,  and  the  European  summer 
is  not  unlike  the  weather  we  sometimes  have 
during  the  rainy  season. 

The  cold  weather  in  Europe  is  said  to  be 
very  trying,  and  as  the  Indian  farmer  enjoys  a 
little  rest  during  April,  May  and  June  and  busies 
himself  with  works  other  than  farming,  so  does 
the  European  peasant  attend  to  other  occupa- 
tions during  December  and  January,  work  in  the 
fields  being  impossible  during  those  months 
owing  to  the  snow.  The  cemetries  too  are  so 
very  clean  and  well-kept ;  they  are  planted  with 
cypress  and  yew  trees,  and  look  like  so  many 
groves  of  trees.  Burial-grounds  are  generally 
situated  close  to  a  church,  and  there  was  scarcely 
a  large  village  we  passed  that  did  not  have  a 
church  of  its  own. 

The  villages  seemed  to  be  about  a  mile  or 
a  little  less  distant  from  each  other.  Instances 
of  two  or  three  villages  huddled  very  closely 
together  are  very  rare. 

Farm-houses  are  built  some  two  hundred 
feet  away  from  villages.  Kitchens  are  always 
built  adjoining  the  houses.  Quarters  for 
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plough-men  and  field  labourers  are  also  situ- 
ated at  a  distance. 

There  can  be  no  comparison  with  the  rural 
population  of  India,  whose  villages  are  un- 
healthy clusters  of  houses,  even  cattle,*  to  the 
detriment  of  sanitation,  being  kept  in  dwell- 
ing houses. 

In  smaller  towns  houses  seemed  to  be 
neatly  laid  out  in  parallel  lines,  but  these 
very  often  belong  to  shopkeepers  and  were 
sometimes  pointed  out  as  being  military 
barracks.  The  smaller  towns  seemed  in  some 
ways  so  very  much  like  villages.  The  cities, 
of  course,  are  densely  populated.  On  either 
side  of  a  road  are  finely  built  houses  and  magni- 
ficent hotels,  having  as  many  as  five  storeys. 

There  are  no  garden-plots  in  between  the 
buildings,  but  there  is  a  pleasure  ground  or  a 
public  park  in  a  suitable  place  almost  in  every 
town. 

The  parks  and  pleasure  resorts  of  France 
are  extremely  beautiful.  They  present  forest 

*  Great  care  is  bestowed  in  Europe  on  good  breeds  of  cattle, 
and  some  cattle  have  different  colours  in  different  countries, 
which  distinguishes  the  cattle  of  one  country  from  those  of  another. 
This  colour  distinction  is  most  remarkable  in  cows.  The  cattle 
sheds  are  extremely  clean.  Swiss  cows  are  very  well  known. 
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views  and  natural  sceneries  in  artistic  styles, 
water  flowing  down  a  miniature  mountain, 
thick  jungles,  streams  of  running  water  and 
splendid  lawns  studded  here  and  there  with 
fountains  of  water  and  cisterns  all  of  which  help 
to  make  a  most  beautiful  sight.  Thousands 
of  people  go  to  these  places  every  day,  and, 
in  fact,  there  is  hardly  a  moment  at  which 
these  places  are  not  crowded  with  visitors. 
Children  come  and  play  here  during  leisure 
hours,  and  on  holidays  crowds  of  them  are  to 
be  seen. 

Whilst  nature,  not  only  in  France,  but  al- 
most all  over  Europe,  has  endowed  the  villages, 
fields  and  hill-sides  with  an  extraordinary 
charm  of  beauty,  human  intelligence  and  art 
have  not  lagged  behind,  and  have  contributed 
to  the  wonderful  spectacle  of  a  whole  continent 
being  transformed  into  one  immense  garden. 

ARRIVAL  AT  PARIS. 

Enjoying  these  beautiful  sceneries  en  route 
we  arrived  at  Paris  in  the  morning.  A  suite  of 
rooms  had  been  engaged  for  us  on  the  upper 
flat  of  the  Hotel  Majestic.  We  drove  from 
the  station  to  the  hotel  in  a  motor  car.  The 
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front  of  the  hotel  was  already  crowded  with 
photographers  and  newspaper  reporters,  but 
here  again  Mr.  Harman  cleared  the  way  for  us, 
and  we  were  able  to  enter  our  rooms  quietly. 

The  Majestic  is  a  very  comfortable  hotel, 
and  the  Manager  is  a  very  obliging  gentleman. 
He  readily  provided  Sheikh  Amir,  our  cook, 
with  a  set  of  new  cooking  utensils. 

The  meals  here  ordinarily  consist  of  chic- 
ken, rice,  vegetables,  bread  and  fish.  We  got 
fish,  eggs  and  vegetables  from  the  hotel  kitchen 
and  our  meat  was  cooked  for  us  by  our  own 
khansamah.  To  give  my  readers  an  idea  of 
the  high  prices  that  prevail  in  Paris,  I  may  tell 
them  that  a  lamb  costs  forty  rupees,  a  chicken 
six  rupees,  and  a  cauliflower  ten  annas.  And 
the  bigger  the  hotel  the  more  expensive  the 
things.  Poor  people  can  get  poor  fare  at  cheap 
rates,  but  they  have  to  go  to  cheap  quarters. 
The  higher  flats  at  our  hotel  seemed  to  be 
cheaper  than  the  lower  ones. 

People  in  this  country  are  above  petty 
religious  prejudices,  and  would  never  deceive 
a  customer  into  taking  a  thing  forbidden  by  his 
religion.  They  are  broad-minded,  well-educat- 
ed, polite  and  truthful. 
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As  soon  as  the  Manager  came  to  know  that 
we  could  not  take  the  food  cooked  at  the  hotel 
kitchen  on  account  of  the  forbidden  meat,* 
pork  and  wines  usually  used,  he  gave  new  uten- 
sils to  the  chef  and  told  him  not  to  use  the 
every-day  articles  in  cooking  things  fgr  us. 

The  hotel  building  is  magnificent  and  the 
tariff,  I  believe,  higher  than  that  of  other 
hotels.  A  single  bed-room  costs  at  least  a 
guinea  a  day,  besides  a  guinea  a  day  for  ordinary 
meals.  We  had  to  pay  extra  for  the  food  pre- 
pared by  our  khansamah,  so  that  it  cost  us  over 
two  guineas  each  daily. 

With  the  exception  of  wearing  apparel, 
hotels  in  Europe  provided  you  with  every  neces- 
sity of  human  comfort,  such  as  beds,  towels, 
soap,  etc. 

We  stayed  at  the  Hotel  Majestic  for  two 
weeks.  More  rooms  had  been  engaged  than  we 
required,  so  that  some  of  them  remained  un- 
occupied. We  had  to  pay  about  ten  thousand 
rupees  for  our  two  weeks'  stay  at  this  hotel. 

France  is  a  Republic ;  there  is  no  king  in 
this  country.  The  several  groups  of  people 

*  Meat  of  animals  not  slaughtered   in  accordance   with  our 
religious  injunctions.  • 
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(electorates)  elect  their  representatives  and  these 
representatives,  in  their  turn,  elect  a  President. 
The  Government  of  the  country  is  carried  on  by 
representatives  of  the  people,  the  President 
being  the  head  of  the  Government.  Almost 
the  same  state  of  things  exists  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Other  countries  of  Europe, 
such  as  Germany,  England,  Russia,  Italy,  Aus- 
tria, etc.,  have  their  Sovereigns,  who  rule 
through  Cabinets  and  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment and  are  themselves  bound  by  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  constitution.  But  these 
Sovereigns  have  certain  special  prerogatives 
which  they  can  use  independently,  although  it 
is  very  seldom  that  these  powers  are  used. 

In  the  Republics  people  enjoy  absolute 
freedom.  A  remarkable  thing  about  these 
countries,  particularly  noticed  by  Indians,  is 
that  they  have  no  one  on  whom  to  centre  their 
affections.  A  President  who  may  be  a  mer- 
chant, a  lawyer,  or  a  landowner,  is  appointed 
only  for  a  few  years,  and  although  he  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  his  people  for  the  time  being, 
he  can  have  no  reasonable  claim  to  their 
affections. 
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I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  an  opinion 
on  the  manner  in  which  these  countries  are 
governed.  Her  Highness  told  me  that,  on  her 
way  to  Versailles,  she  happened  to  pass  a 
troop  of  French  Cavalry,  who  did  not  look  so 
smart  or  well  disciplined  as  a  troop  of  British 
Cavalry. 

Sunday  was  a  quiet  day.  On  Monday  Her 
Highness  went  out  to  visit  places  of  interest  in 
Paris,  and  described  them  to  me  on  her  return. 
Paris  is  a  beautiful  city,  not  so  much  on  account 
of  its  buildings,  as  for  the  tasteful  manner  in 
which  the  city  has  been  laid  out.  The  parks, 
which  I  too  had  an  occasion  to  see,  are  simply 
magnificent,  and  present  a  beautiful  sight  with 
their  splendid  lawns,  artificial  lakes,  and 
fountains. 

Her  Highness  paid  a  visit  to  the  Picture 
Gallery.  The  paintings,  I  am  told,  are  exquisite. 
One  of  them  represents  Abraham  preparing 
to  take  Ismail  to  the  forest  to  offer  him  as  a 
sacrifice  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  God, 
and  Ismail  is  shown  clinging  to  his  mother 
and  innocently  asking  her  the  reason  for  her 
grief.  This  picture,  although  only  an  effort 
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of  human  imagination,  looks  very  life-like  and 
makes  a  wonderful  effect  on  one 's  mind. 

Only  once  I  went  out  sight-seeing  in  Paris 
and  was  much  struck  by  the  lighting  of  streets 
which  looked  as  though  they  had  been  specially 
illuminated.  I  was  told,  however,  that  the 
streets  and  roadways  were  lit  up  gorgeously 
every  evening. 

We  could  not  see  much  of  Paris  owing  to 
the  objectionable  custom  of  photographing  peo- 
ple of  rank  for  cinematograph  shows  and  illus- 
trated newspapers. 

My  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan  were 
snapshotted  on  several  occasions,  and  their 
photographs  appeared  in  the  pictorial  journals. 
Pictures  of  our  ayah  and  our  servant,  Imam, 
too,  were  published  by  an  illustrated  newspaper. 

VERSAILLES. 

Two  or  three  days  after  our  arrival  in  Paris, 
Her  Highness  motored  down  to  Versailles. 
Hamid  Sultan  accompanied  her,  my  brother- 
in-law  having  that  day  left  for  London  to 
consult  Doctor  Mackenzie,  a  very  well-kno.wn 
heart  specialist.  Many  Medical  men  in  Europe, 

after  studying  their  Science  in  all  its  branches, 
H,  TE  4 
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apply  themselves  exclusively  to  the  treatment 
of  particular  diseases,  and  earning  distinction 
in  such  treatment,  become  known  as  ' '  Special- 
ists." 

Versailles  is  12  miles  from  Paris,  and  is  fam- 
ous for  a  palace  of  that  name.  Originally,  this 
was  a  ' '  hunting-box ' '  of  Louis  XIII  who  after- 
wards had  it  transformed  into  a  chateau. 
Louis  XIV  extended  this  building,  and  the 
present  palace  owes  its  magnificence  to  his 
genius.  He  spent  immense  sums  of  money  on 
decorating  the  palace,  and  had  the  accounts 
burnt,  lest  he  should  be  judged  a  spendthrift 
by  posterity.  The  entire  expense  is  estimated 
to  have  been  about  three  crores.  Napoleon 
neglected  this  palace,  while  Louis  XVII 
and  Charles  X  merely  kept  it  up,  but  Louis 
XVIII  restored  it  at  a  cost  of  £1,000,000. 
In  order  to  provide  funds  for  this  building, 
Louis  XIV  had  to  tax  his  people  heavily. 
The  result  was  that  they  lost  confidence  in 
the  Crown  and  the  private  life  of  these 
Sovereigns,  moreover,  was  far  from  good. 
When  distressed  by  famine,  the  people  ap- 
pealed for  a  remission  of  taxation,  but  they 
were  put  off  with  promises  which  were  never 
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fulfilled.  At  last  during  the  reign  of  Louis 
XVI  the  people  besieged  the  palace,  and  took 
the  King  and  Queen  prisoners  to  Paris  where 
they  were  both  put  to  death. 

Sycophants  had  filled  Louis  XVI  with  so 
much  false  pride  that  he  had  begun  to  lay 
claim  to  almost  Divine  powers.  While  attend- 
ing mass  in  the  Palace  Chapel  he  sat  in  the 
royal  pew  facing  the  altar,  but  the  congrega- 
tion had  to  sit  with  their  faces  towards  the 
King,  so  that  their  backs  were  turned  at 
the  image  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  servile  court- 
iers did  this  against  their  conscience  to  please 
the  King  whose  favour  they  sought  at  all  costs. 

Louis  XVI  's  marriage,  like  that  of  his  pre- 
decessors, was  solemnized  in  this  very  Chapel. 
The  ceremony  proved  inauspicious,  for  seven 
thousand  persons  perished  that  night  in  a  con- 
flagration caused  by  the  illuminations  in  honour 
of  the  wedding,  and  23  years  later  the  King  and 
the  Queen  were  beheaded  on  that  very  site. 

Versailles  is  a  magnificent  palace  and  has 
beautiful  scenery  round  it.  The  walls  within 
are  hung  with  pictures  depicting  historical 
scenes,  and  statues  of  brave  soldiers  killed  in 
battle  are  kept  here  and  there.  The  statues 
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of  the  masons  and  engineers  who  built  and 
designed  the  palace,  as  well  as  the  portraits  of 
those  who  planned  and  laid  out  the  gardens, 
are  also  there. 

The  palace  on  the  whole  presents  a  most 
splendid  sight,  but  the  idea  of  the  terrible 
amount  of  innocent  blood  wantonly  shed  there, 
gives  it  a  weird  significance.  A  large  garden 
beautifully  laid  out  adjoins  the  palace  on 
one  side.  The  grounds  are  kept  well- watered 
and  fountains  are  to  be  seen  playing  every- 
where. In  the  coach-house,  near  the  Great 
Trianon,  are  kept  the  curious  State  coaches, 
almost  all  of  them  of  exquisite  gold  inlay 
work. 

At  some  distance  from  Versailles  is  a  smaller 
palace  called  the  Petit  Trianon,  a  favourite  re- 
sidence of  Marie  Antoinette.  This  too  is  a  fine 
building.  Beyond  this  there  is  still  another 
palace,  the  Great  Trianon,  exquisitely  furnished 
and  adorned.  When  Queen  Victoria  visited 
France,  this  Trianon  was  set  apart  for  her 
accommodation,  and  the  bed  that  was  used 
by  Her  Majesty  is  still  there.  But  the  good 
Queen,  it  is  said,  did  not  care  to  make  a  long 
stay.  The  building  is  of  marble.  The  walls 
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are  hung  with  big  oil-paintings  which  are 
masterpieces  of  the  art,  and  represent  striking 
scenes  from  French  history.  This  place  is  one 
of  the  sights  most  frequented  by  tourists,  and 
is  always  thronged  with  them.  It  was  specially 
reserved  for  Her  Highness  for  two  hours  on  a 
holiday,  but  there  were  still  some  visitors  to 
be  seen. 

My  brother-in-law  returned  from  London 
in  three  or  four  days'  time,  Dr.  Mackenzie 
having  assured  him  that  there  was  nothing 
wrong  with  his  heart.  It  was,  however,  decided 
that  he  should  go  to  Bad-Nauheim  and  take  a 
course  of  baths  before  attending  the  Coronation 
of  His  Majesty  the  King-Emperor. 

FONTAINEBLEAU  CASTLE  AND  THE  FOREST. 

The  day  my  brother-in-law  left  for  Bad- 
Nauheim,  preparations  were  made  for  Her 
Highness'  visit  to  Fontainebleau.  This  is  a 
magnificent  castle,  about  16  miles  from  Paris, 
and  the  road  to  it  passes  through  most  charm- 
ing scenery. 

Her  Highness  enjoyed  the  sights  very  much. 
There  is  a  big  forest  too  on  the  way,  which  was 
a  hunting  preserve  of  the  French  Kings.  It  has 
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two  very  ancient  oak  trees  which  are  said  to  be 
2,000  years  old.  One  of  them  has  fallen  down, 
but  the  other  still  stands,  and  its  appearance 
betokens  its  age.  Only  lately  there  was  a  fire 
in  this  forest. 

The  Fontainebleau  castle  is  said  to  be 
better  decorated  than  the  palace  at  Versailles, 
but  the  latter  has  the  advantage  of  having 
better  scenery  around  it,  in  addition  to  its  histo- 
rical importance  and  pictures.  The  Fontaine- 
bleau castle  has  300  rooms,  twelve  of  which 
were  used  by  the  Emperor  and  the  rest  by  his 
staff,  guests  and  relatives. 

OTHER  PLACES  OF  INTEREST  IN  PARIS. 

Her  Highness  also  visited  the  palace  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  now  the  residence  of  the 
President.  It  is  known  as  Palais  deL'Elysee. 
Louis  XVI  and  his  Queen  were  both  kept 
prisoners  here  before  being  put  to  death. 

My  brother-in-law  went  to  see  the  tomb 
of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  brought  us  a 
picture  post-card  of  it.  He  also  related  the 
instructive  history  of  Napoleon  to  us.  Napo- 
leon has  gained  imperishable  renown  by  his 
military  genius.  He  became  General  and  even- 
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tually  an  Emperor.  His  motto  was  that  there 
was  nothing  impossible  in  this  world,  and  that 
the  word  "  impossible "  should  be  removed 
from  the  dictionaries.  He  was  a  splendid 
soldier,  but  he  was  defeated  by  the  British  at 
Waterloo,  in  1815,  and  was  kept  a  prisoner  at 
St.  Helena,  where  he  died  six  years  later. 
The  English  General,  who  defeated  Napoleon, 
was  the  great  Duke  of  Wellington,  whose  re- 
mains were  interred  at  St.  Pauls  (London). 

This  fact  alone  proves  that  Wellington  was 
a  hero  of  the  nation,  for  none  but  the  great  can 
be  buried  at  St.  Pauls.  The  tomb  of  the  famous 
Admiral  Nelson  is  also  there.  The  life  of 
Wellington  constitutes  one  of  the  most  glorious 
pages  of  English  history,  and  the  name  of 
the  great  hero  is  held  in  great  respect  by  the 
people.  And  it  rightly  deserves  all  this  glory, 
for  Wellington  defeated  so  great  a  soldier  as 
Bonaparte. 

After  Napoleon's  death,  his  remains  were 
restored  to  the  French  who  buried  them  with 
great  honour  in  Paris. 

There  is  a  big  park  known  as  the  ' '  Bois- 
de-Boulogne.  '  It  is  very  beautiful  and 
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has  a  charming  little  canal.  Her  Highness 
motored  through  it  and  I  was  with  her  at  the 
time. 

Her  Highness  also  paid  a  visit  to  the  Cathe- 
dral of  "  Notre-Dame,"  the  most  important 
church  of  Paris.  This  Cathedral  has  a  picture 
representing  Christ  with  His  Twelve  Apostles, 
in  stained  glass.  Good  men  are  shown  to  the 
right  and  the  wicked  to  the  left  of  Christ,  which 
signifies  the  way  people  will  stand  on  the  Day 
of  Judgment. 

The  boulevards  of  Paris  are  always  thronged 
with  well-dressed  people,  the  streets  are  neat 
and  clean,  and  the  shops  shine  with  the  brilliance 
of  the  bright  things  kept  on  show.  The  shop- 
windows  are  dressed  with  great  taste  and 
everything  can  be  seen  behind  plate  glass  from 
the  streets.  Restaurants  are  seen  everywhere 
and  supply  tea  and  refreshments  to  the  public. 
Owing  to  the  brilliant  electric  lights,  night 
seemed  just  as  bright  as  day.  To  form  an  idea 
of  the  breadth  of  the  ordinary  streets  of 
Paris,  one  should  imagine  a  road  three  or 
four  times  the  width  of  the  one  over  the  pucca 
bridge  between  Bhopal  and  Jehangirabad. 
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JOURNEY  TO  LONDON. 

Before  my  brother-in-law  had  consulted 
Doctor  Mackenzie,  it  had  been  decided  that  he 
should  not  go  to  Bad-Nauheim  immediately,  but 
proceed  with  us  first  to  London,  so  that  we 
might  all  go  to  Bad-Nauheim  after  the  Corona- 
tion. Messrs.  Thomas  Cook  &  Son  had  accord- 
ingly been  instructed  to  arrange  for  a  house  for 
us  in  a  suburb  of  London.  Mr.  Harman,  the 
courier  who  had  accompanied  my  brother- 
in-law  to  London,  had  engaged  a  house  for  three 
months,  and  the  India  Office,  too,  had  been 
informed  of  Her  Highness'  arrival.  But  my 
brother-in-law  left  for  Bad-Nauheim  at  once 
under  medical  advice,  and  in  the  meantime  a 
message  came  from  Colonel  Sir  James  Dunlop- 
Smith  that  His  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to 
grant  Her  Highness  an  audience.  Her  Highness 
was  also  invited  to  attend  His  Majesty's 
"Levee  "  at  Buckingham  Palace. 

My  brother-in-law  having  commenced  the 
baths  at  Bad-Nauheim,  under  Dr.  GrudelPs  ins- 
tructions, sent  Dr.  Sorabjee  of  our  party  back  to 
Paris  with  letters  for  Her  Highness  and  Hamid 
Sultan.  The  letter  to  Hamid  Sultan  said  that 
my  brother-in-law  was  unable  to  return  to  Paris 
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and  that  Hamid  Sultan  should  bring  Her  High- 
ness  and  the  party  to  Bad-Nauheim.  We  were 
all  ready  to  leave,  but  the  India  Office  message 
was  received  the  same  day,  and  it  was  therefore 
decided  that  Her  Highness  should  proceed  to 
London,  while  the  rest  of  the  party  should  go 
on  to  Bad-Nauheim.  We  left  Paris  by  the  night 
train  in  company  with  Hamid  Sultan,  and  Her 
Highness  remained  in  Paris.  We  arrived  at 
Bad-Nauheim  at  10  o'clock  the  following 
morning. 

Bad-Nauheim  is  a  pretty  town  in  Germany. 
It  has  some  natural  springs  and  baths  and 
persons  suffering  from  heart  troubles  find 
relief  in  them.  Springs  of  this  kind  are  to  be 
found  in  several  places  in  Europe.  The  Ger- 
man doctors  have  transformed  Bad-Nauheim 
into  a  very  attractive  health  resort.  The 
baths  have  been  built  on  a  magnificent  scale 
and  are  very  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Carlsbad, 
Marienbad,  Hamburg  and  several  other  places 
on  the  Continent  are  health  resorts  of  this  kind. 
There  are  a  few  springs  of  this  kind  in  France 
also.  They  afford  excellent  relief  for  rheu- 
matism and  the  diseases  of  the  heart,  stomach 
and  nerves. 
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The  very  day  we  arrived  at  Bad-Nauheim, 
Hamid  Sultan  took  the  3  o'clock  train  back  to 
Paris,  to  accompany  Her  Highness  to  London. 
On  arrival  at  Dover  Her  Highness  was  met  by 
Colonel  Sir  J.  R.  Dunlop-Smith,  who  enquired 
after  Her  Highness'  health  and  told  her  that 
Their  Majesties  had  graciously  inquired  whether 
she  had  found  the  voyage  comfortable. 

Her  Highness,  in  reply,  requested  Colonel 
Sir  J.  R.  Dunlop-Smith  to  convey  her  most 
respectful  thanks  to  Their  Majesties  for  their 
gracious  message,  as  well  as  to  tell  them,  on 
her  behalf,  that  since  she  was  coming  to  have 
the  honour  of  attending  the  Coronation  of  her 
Emperor,  the  sea  had  received  her  most 
hospitably,  and  the  Channel  too  had  been  very 
courteous. 

From  Dover  Her  Highness  took  a  special 
train  to  Redhill  where  a  house  had  been  engaged 
for  her  use.  The  people  of  Redhill  gave  Her 
Highness  a  warm  welcome  by  putting  up  flags 
in  several  places  on  the  way  to  the  house.  Her 
Highness  says  that  she  felt  quite  at  home  the 
moment  she  landed  on  the  English  soil.  Paris, 
she  said,  is  a  very  charming  place,  but  it  looked 
entirely  foreign. 
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REDHILL. 

Redhill  is  a  pretty  place  in  Surrey  and  is 
about  24  miles  from  London.  A  comfortable  and 
well-furnished  house  called  "  Patteson  Court " 
had  been  engaged.  The  house  is  pleasantly 
situated  and  the  garden  is  very  beautiful  and 
screened  from  public  view,  so  that  we  could 
walk  about  freely  and  play  in  it.  Her  Highness 
has  a  natural  taste  for  good  scenery  and  prefers 
the  country  to  the  town :  she  therefore  stayed 
at  Redhill  rather  than  at  London  and  spent 
the  day  in  very  much  the  same  manner  as 
she  does  at  Bhopal. 

Of  course  she  didn't  have  the  business  oi 
her  State  to  attend  to  and  had  more  time  for 
painting  and  readily  availed  herself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  paint  a  few  landscapes.  Besides,  she 
found  plenty  of  time  for  reading  during  this 
tour. 

The  people  of  Redhill  soon  got  attached 
to  us,  and  when  we  left  them  for  good,  they 
presented  Her  Highness  with  a  copy  of  the 
Bible  and  a  book  on  Redhill.  Both  these  gifts 
bear  autograph  signatures  of  the  prominent 
residents  of  Redhill.  Her  Highness  thanked 
them  all  for  their  kindness  in  a  letter  published 
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by  her  Secretary  in  the  local  newspaper.  Her 
Highness  also  gave  a  few  presents  to  some 
ladies. 

HER  HIGHNESS'  VISIT  TO  BUCKINGHAM 
PALACE. 

London  is  24  miles  from  Redhill,  and  as 
Her  Highness  was  to  have  the  honour  of  an 
audience  with  His  Majesty  in  the  evening,  it 
was  arranged  that  Her  Highness  should  stay  at 
St.  Ermine's  Hotel  in  Westminster  overnight. 
Hamid  Sultan  and  Mrs.  Barnes  accompanied 
Her  Highness  to  London  while  the  rest  of  the 
party  remained  at  Redhill.  At  8  in  the  evening 
Colonel  Sir  James  Dunlop-Smith  called  at  the 
hotel  and  took  Her  Highness  and  Hamid  Sultan 
to  Buckingham  Palace.* 

Her  Highness  told  me  that  the  Royal  Palace 
is  very  magnificent  and  that  there  are  several 
passages  and  ante-rooms  leading  to  the  hall. 
When  Her  Highness  arrived  at  the  palace,  she 
saw  Officers  of  the  Royal  Household  in  rich 
uniforms  posted  here  and  there,  and  each  one 
of  them  escorted  Her  Highness  up  to  his  limit. 

*  This  palace  was  originally  built  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
about  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  was  eventually  purchased  for 
the  King's  use.  Several  additions  and  alterations  were  made 
during  Queen  Victoria's  time,  only  a  few  rooms  having  cost 
Rs.  22,50,000 
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All  the  ladies  who  were  to  attend  the  levee 
were  to  be  seen  walking  about  in  Court  dress 
and  wearing  precious  jewels.  The  Palace  was 
a  blaze  of  light  and  presented  a  brilliant 
appearance.  The  gold  of  the  ceiling  shed  a 
lustre  in  harmony  with  the  colour  of  the  lights. 
On  the  walls  were  historical  paintings  depict- 
ing glorious  scenes  from  the  history  of  the  British 
Empire.  The  floor  was  covered  with  rich  carpet 
and  the  double  alabaster  and  marble  colon- 
nades, with  golden  friezes  overhead,  produced 
a  wonderful  effect. 

Passing  through  these  gorgeously  decorated 
rooms,  Her  Highness  entered  a  big  hall  adjoin- 
ing the  Royal  apartments.  Here  she  waited 
for  a  while,  and  then  an  Officer  came  and 
told  Sir  James  Dunlop-Smith  that  His  Majesty 
commanded  him  (Sir  James)  to  conduct  Her 
Highness  to  the  Royal  presence.  Thereupon 
Her  Highness,  attended  by  Hamid  Sultan  as  her 
A.  D.  C.,  entered  the  Royal  Reception  Room. 
Their  Majesties  advanced  a  few  steps  to  meet 
Her  Highness,  and  shook  hands  with  her  as  well 
as  with  Hamid  Sultan.  His  Majesty  enquired 
about  Her  Highness'  voyage  and  Her  Majesty 
too  was  very  gracious,  and  a  short  formal  con- 
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versation  was  held  standing.  The  King-Em- 
peror made  enquiries  about  my  brother-in-law, 
and  when  told  that  he  was  at  Bad-Nauheim, 
His  Majesty  asked  if  he  was  not  coming  to 
London,  to  which  Her  Highness  replied  that  he 
would  come  later  on.  His  Majesty's  gracious 
enquiries  showed  his  special  interest  in  my 
brother-in-law.  When  His  Majesty  visited 
Indore  as  Prince  of  Wales  he  decorated  my 
brother-in-law  with  a  medal  for  leading  the 
Imperial  Service  Troops  at  a  March  Past,  and 
has  ever  since  been  gracious  enough  to  re- 
member him. 

From  here  Her  Highness  went  into  the 
Hall  of  Audience.  It  was  His  Majesty's  first 
levee.  Two  massive  gold  chairs  were  placed 
for  the  King-Emperor  and  the  Queen-Empress. 
The  Princess  of  the  blood-royal  stood  in  a  semi- 
circle behind  these  chairs.  A  few  minutes  later 
Their  Majesties  walked  in,  and  took  their  seats. 
His  Majesty  wore  a  Military  Uniform,  with 
several  medals  and  decorations  glittering  on  his 
breast.  Her  Majesty  was  dressed  in  an  em- 
broidered gown  of  brocade  and  lace.  All  present 
stood  in  a  respectful  attitude,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  ladies  of  the  Royal  House, 
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every  one  had  to  remain  standing.  Her  High- 
ness however  was  honoured  with  a  seat  being 
allotted  to  her. 

It  took  three  hours  for  the  Foreign  Ambas- 
sadors, the  British  Peers  and  high  Officials 
of  the  Realm  to  be  presented,  and  the  levee 
closed  as  soon  as  the  presentations  were  over. 
Their  Majesties  retired  to  the  Royal  Apart- 
ments, and  Her  Highness  returned  to  her  hotel 
accompanied  by  Sir  James  Dunlop-Smith. 

VISIT  TO  QUEEN  ALEXANDRA. 

The  following  day  Her  Highness,  accom- 
panied by  Hamid  Sultan,  paid  her  respects  to  the 
Queen-mother.  Queen  Alexandra  is  the  widow 
of  His  late  Majesty  King  Edward  VII.  She  is  69, 
but  looks  quite  young  and  is  extremely  beauti- 
ful. She  has  a  charm  of  manner  which  I  cannot 
describe  and  there  is  a  natural  humility  in  her 
ways.  Her  Majesty  takes  great  interest  in  India. 

It  is  against  the  English  etiquette  to 
condole  with  a  person  a  long  time  after  the 
bereavement.  Her  Highness  knew  this  and  had 
decided  not  to  make  reference  to  the  death  of 
His  late  Majesty  during  her  conversation  with 
the  Queen-mother. 
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On  arrival  at  the  palace,  Her  Highness  was 
met  by  Colonel  Sir  James  Dunlop-Smith  and  an 
old  nobleman,  who  is  a  veteran  of  the  Indian 
Mutiny.  Both  these  gentlemen  came  forward 
to  receive  Her  Highness  as  she  stepped  out  of 
her  motor-car  and  conducted  her  to  the  recep- 
tion room  where  she  was  received  by  ladies-in- 
waiting*  to  Her  Majesty. 

Her  Highness  was  engaged  in  conversation 
with  these  ladies  when  presently  a  door  opened 
and  a  sweet  face  appeared.  Hamid  Sultan 
knew  the  face  at  once,  and  told  Her  Highness 


*  Ladies  of  rank  consider  it  a  great  honour  to  serve  the 
Queen  and  the  Royal  Family.  Some  one  becomes  the  lady  of 
the  Bed  Chamber,  another  is  appointed  Mistress  of  the  Robes, 
and  several  are  created  ladies-in-waiting.  These  positions  are 
very  eagerly  sought  after.  The  ladies-in-waiting  serve  in  groups 
by  turns,  one  group  having  served  for  a  time,  is  relieved  by  another, 
and  so  forth.  One  group  thus  comes  in  again  after  a  few  months. 
The  Mistress  of  the  Robes  is  changed  only  with  a  change  of  Gov- 
ernment. The  Ministers  who  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Kingdom, 
are  together  known  as  the  Government  and  are  selected  from 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  These  mem- 
bers belong  to  different  parties,  the  Liberals  and  Conservatives 
being  the  two  most  prominent.  All  of  them  have  the  welfare  of 
the  Kingdom  equally  at  heart,  the  difference  of  opinion  being  only 
about  certain  important  administrative  affairs.  The  King  selects  his 
Prime  Minister  out  of  the  members  of  the  party  having  the  majority 
of  votes,  and  his  party,  being  "  in  power"  for  the  time  being, 
forms  the  Government.  At  present  the  Liberals  are  "  in  power," 
and  the  Mistress  of  the  Robes  is  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire, 
daughter  of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  Her  Highness  called  on 
her  Grace  at  the  Devonshire  House,  which  is  a  most  charming 
residence  and  had  tea  there. 
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that  the  Queen  was  coming.  Her  Highness 
advanced  towards  her  and  bowed  respectfully. 
The  Queen  shook  hands  with  Her  Highness  and 
offered  her  a  seat  on  the  sofa  near  herself. 

A  formal  conversation  began,  during  which 
Her  Highness  put  the  veil  off.  Hamid  Sultan 
and  Sir  James  Dunlop-Smith  stood  behind. 
The  Queen  very  graciously  asked  Hamid  Sultan 
to  sit  down,  but  as  his  sense  of  respect  would 
not  permit  him  to  do  so,  he  remained  standing. 

The  Queen  told  Her  Highness  that  she  was 
sorry  she  could  not  visit  England  when  King 
Edward  was  alive.  Her  Highness  too  expressed 
her  regret,  but  she  was  fortunate,  she  said,  in 
having  at  last  met  the  good  and  noble  Queen. 
The  mention  of  King  Edward's  name  made 
the  conversation  very  sad  and  though  Her 
Highness  tried  to  change  the  topic  of  conver- 
sation, the  Queen  again  returned  to  it.  Tears 
had  nearly  come  to  the  eyes  of  all  present,  but 
Her  Highness  checked  her  own  emotion,  and 
said  that  there  was  nobody  in  this  world  to 
whom  King  Edward's  death  was  not  a  loss. 
She  also  told  the  Queen  that  she  had  lost  two 
grown  up  daughters,  her  mother  and  her 
husband,  and  now  time  had  reconciled  her  to 
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her  fate.  The  Queen  presented  Her  Highness 
with  a  copy  of  her  photograph,  taken  with 
King  Edward,  with  the  words  "  Our  Last 
Parliament  ' '  in  her  own  handwriting  under- 
neath. 

Meanwhile  the  Princess  Victoria,  '  the 
Queen-mother's'  daughter  came  in.  The  Queen 
said  to  the  Princess  that  she  was  late,  and  this 
changed  the  topic  of  conversation. 

Her  Highness  referred  to  the  books  she  had 
written,  "  An  account  of  my  Life/'  and  "A 
Pilgrimage  to  Hedjaz, "  and  told  the  Queen 
that  she  would  send  Her  Majesty  a  copy  of 
each  of  them,  and  that  she  was  sorry  she  had 
forgotten  to  bring  them  with  her.  The  Queen 
very  graciously  consented  to  accept  the  books.* 

The  Queen  then  took  Her  Highness  and 
Hamid  Sultan  to  her  writing  table  where  she 
asked  them  to  sign  their  names  in  the  Visitors1 
Book. 

The  Queen  also  asked  Her  Highness  why 
the  ladies  of  her  party  did  not  accompany 
her  and  Her  Highness  replied  that  her  two 
daughters-in-law  were  at  Bad-Nauheim, ,  her 

*  These  books  were  afterwards  sent  to  Her  Majesty   through 
Colonel  Sir  J.  Dunlop-Smith. 
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second  son  having  gone  there  for  treatment,  as 
he  had  not  been  very  well  for  18  months.  She 
added  that  she  too  would  be  going  to  Bad- 
Nauheim  shortly  and  that  she  had  come  only  to 
England  to  pay  her  respects  to  the  Royal  Family. 
The  other  ladies,  Her  Highness  said,  would,  if 
Her  Majesty  desired,  come  and  pay  their  res- 
pects to  her  after  the  Coronation. 

Colonel  Sir  J.  Dunlop-Smith  also  told  Her 
Majesty  that  we  (my  sister-in-law  and  myself) 
did  not  go  about  in  burka  as  Her  Highness 
did.  Her  Highness  did  so  because  she  was  a 
Ruling  Chief. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  the  Queen 
said  that  she  wished  to  see  India  very  much  and 
would  have  accompanied  King  Edward  when 
he  visited  India  as  Prince  of  Wales,  but  she  was 
told  that  travelling  in  India  was  not  very  com- 
fortable. Her  Majesty  said  that  her  daughter- 
in-law  had  already  been  to  India  and  intended 
to  go  again. 

Her  Highness  told  the  Queen  that  travel- 
ling in  India  was  really  very  inconvenient  in 
those  days,  but  a  vast  change  had  taken  place 
since  then,  and  that  therefore  Her  Majesty's 
daughter-in-law  would  not  now  meet  with  any 
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inconvenience.  The  Queen  said  that  she  was 
not  going  to  India  just  yet  but  she  did  hope  to 
go  some  day.  Her  Majesty  also  said  that  she 
would  probably  not  be  in  London  during  the 
Coronation  week. 

The  interview  had  lasted  some  time  and  Her 
Highness  fearing  she  would  be  inconveniencing 
Her  Majesty  by  prolonging  the  conversation, 
stood  up  and  took  leave  of  Her  Majesty. 

VISIT  TO  LORD  AND  LADY  MINTO. 
The  same  afternoon  Her  Highness  paid  a 
visit  to  Lord  and  Lady  Minto  who  received  Her 
Highness  very  warmly,  talking  long  of  India, 
the  indisposition  of  my  brother-in-law  and  his 
visit  to  Bad-Nauheim.  Her  Highness  could  not 
see  Lady  Eileen  Eliot,  who  was  away  at  a  place 
near  Redhill  for  a  change.  Her  Highness  also 
saw  Lady  Antrim,  Lady  Minto 's  sister,  who  had 
been  a  guest  of  Her  Highness  at  Bhopal.  She 
enquired  after  all  of  us  and  also  about  our  Club. 
Her  Highness  returned  to  Redhill  in  the  evening 
accompanied  by  Hamid  Sultan. 

BAD-NAUHEIM. 

The  unveiling  of  a  statue  of  Queen  Victoria 
was  to  take  place  at  Redhill  shortly,  but  Her 
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Highness  could  not  attend  this  ceremony  as  her 
departure  for  Bad-Nauheim  had  been  already 
fixed  and  she  left  the  following  morning. 

At  Bad-Nauheim  Her  Highness,  too,  took  a 
few  baths  for  her  neuralgia,  but  as  these  did  not 
seem  to  agree  with  her,  and  the  pain  became 
worse,  the  treatment  was  given  up.  The 
doctors  say  that  the  baths,  though  painful  at 
the  outset,  bring  relief  after  the  full  course 
has  been  taken. 

After  a  month's  stay  at  Bad-Nauheim  Her 
Highness  and  party  returned  to  England. 

MISTRUST  OF  INDIANS. 
My  brother-in-law,  on  arrival  at  Bad- 
Nauheim,  had  taken  rooms  at  a  private  hotel 
which  was  quite  comfortable  in  every  way. 
The  landlady  had  admitted  him  gladly,  and 
when,  two  or  three  days  later,  my  sister- 
in-law,  Birjis  Jehan  Begum,  Khurshed  Ara  and 
myself  arrived  there  in  company  with  Hamid 
Sultan,  she  gave  us  a  cordial  welcome  as  we 
alighted  from  our  motor-car  and  entered  the 
hotel.  The  moment,  however,  our  servants 
arrived  from  the  railway  station,  she  began  to 
frown  and  said  that  they  would  dirty  her  house. 
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My  brother-in-law  persuaded  her  to  wait  and 
see  whether  they  did  so,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  she  agreed.  And  when  she  saw 
how  well  they  behaved,  she  was  very  pleased 
and  praised  them.  I  wonder  what  kind  of 
Indians  these  people  have  met  to  have  become 
so  prejudiced  against  them.  But  the  ways 
of  Indian  servants  are  well  known  and  his  pro- 
verbial uncleanliness  is  probably  responsible  for 
this  prejudice.  That  the  present  generation 
of  Indian  servants  would  benefit  greatly  by 
going  through  a  course  at  an  Academy  of 
cleanliness  can  hardly  be  gainsaid. 

It  is  necessary  to  establish  in  India  several 
institutions  for  the  special  training  of  domestic 
servants,  as  the  want  of  good  maid-servants 
and  nurses  is  making  itself  felt  very  strongly. 
You  don 't  in  the  first  place  often  find  a  servant 
possessing  a  high  order  of  intelligence  and  a 
sense  of  cleanliness,  one  who  would  work  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  master,  and  if,  perchance,  such 
a  servant  is  available,  or  if  a  master  by  hard 
labour  has  succeeded  in  training  his  servants 
satisfactorily,  the  latter,  owing  to  an  ever- 
increasing  demand  for  them,  think  too  much  of 
themselves  and  give  themselves  airs,  inasmuch 


72  A   TRIP   TO    EUROPE. 

as  they  believe,  and  rightly,  that  they  will  find 
a  situation  anywhere.  In  Europe,  servants 
have  a  strong  sense  of  obedience  and  duty  in 
addition  to  very  clean  habits.  They  are 
truthful  and  work  faithfully  and  obediently 
so  long  as  they  are  in  your  service. 

THE  CORONATION. 

London  was  gay  with  preparations  for  the 
Coronation  of  Their  Majesties  the  King  and 
Queen,  for  such  an  occasion  is  always  celebrated 
in  London  with  befitting  pomp  and  splendour. 

I  saw  very  little  of  the  Coronation  celebra- 
tions to  be  able  to  describe  them  to  my  readers. 
I  told  Her  Highness  how  sorry  I  was  to  be 
unable  to  write  a  description  of  this  most  im- 
portant and  highly  interesting  event.  She  very 
kindly  gave  me  a  few  issues  of  an  Urdu  news- 
paper and  advised  me  to  make  the  necessary 
extracts  for  my  book.  Besides  these  extracts  I 
had  some  notes  of  my  diary  too  to  help  me,  for 
I  had  written  down  carefully  all  that  I  had 
heard  from  Her  Highness  and  my  brother-in- 
law.  I  should  therefore  acknowledge  my  in- 
debtedness to  them  for  having  enabled  me  to 
write  an  account  of  the  great  Coronation. 
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Our  Emperor,  George  V,  was  born  in  1865 
at  Marlborough  House,  in  London.  After 
having  gone  through  a  course  of  literary  and 
political  training,  after  the  manner  of  royal 
princes,  he  entered  the  Navy  as  an  ordinary 
cadet,  and  as  such  passed  some  time  on  board 
a  ship.  He  ate,  drank  and  dressed  like  an 
ordinary  cadet,  and  had  to  do  every  little  thing 
for  himself.  Are  you  not  surprised,  my  dear 
sisters,  to  know  that  the  Crown  Prince*  had 
such  a  training  ?  All  the  Princes  and  future 
Kings  of  England  are  brought  up  in  this  way, 
in  order  that  they  may  have  a  first-hand  know- 
ledge of  the  needs  and  circumstances  of  the 
every-day  life  of  their  country.  Our  own 
past  history  tells  us  that  during  the  golden  days 
of  Islam,  the  Mussulman  princes  too  were 
brought  up  in  this  way.  As  Prince  of  Wales, 
His  Majesty  has  travelled  through  all  the 
British  Possessions,  and  India  had  the  honour 
of  a  visit  from  him  in  1904-1905. 

His  Majesty's  full  name  and  titles  are— 
"His  Most  Excellent  and  Imperial  Majesty 
George  V,  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 

*  He  was  not  then  the  Heir-Apparent,  for  his    elder  brother. 
Prince  Albert  Victor,  was  alive  at  that  time. 
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Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of  the  British  Domi- 
nions beyond  the  Seas,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
Emperor  of  India. ' ; 

The  British  Empire  extends  over  more  than 
one-fifth  of  the  globe,  and  is  larger  than  any 
other  Empire  of  the  world.  Its  population  is 
about  400  millions.  British  Possessions  are 
scattered  all  over  the  world,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  America  and 
Australia.  His  Imperial  Majesty's  subjects 
comprise  followers  of  all  the  religions  of  the 
world.  The  gross  revenue  of  the  Empire  has 
been  estimated  to  be  about  3,75,00,00,000. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen-Empress  was  born 
in  1867,  at  Kensington  Palace,  the  birthplace 
of  Queen  Victoria.  The  Queen-Empress '  name 
is  Princess  Victoria  Mary,  and  her  pet  name 
Mary.  She  is  the  daughter  of  a  cousin  of  Queen 
Victoria.  Queen  Mary  knows  German  and 
French  very  well,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
educated  ladies  of  England.  She  has  travelled 
in  most  parts  of  the  world,  and  has  also  been  to 
India  with  His  Imperial  Majesty.  King  George 
V  succeeded  to  the  British  throne  on  the 
death  of  King  Edward  VII  in  1910  and  his 
Coronation  was  solemnised  on  June  22nd,  1911. 
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CORONATION  OF  THE  KING-EMPEROR. 

Her  Highness  accompanied  by  my  brother- 
in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan  went  to  St.  Ermine 's 
Hotel  in  London  for  the  Coronation,  and  stayed 
there  for  about  three  weeks.  We  all  remained 
at  Redhill.  On  the  Coronation  day,  Her  High- 
ness, my  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan, 
attended  the  ceremony  at  Westminster  Abbey. 
The  Abbey  is  a  most  magnificent  building, 
and  has  long  been  the  church  for  solemnizing 
the  Coronation  of  English  Sovereigns.  Its 
foundation  was  laid  1,200  years  ago  ;  it  is  cruci- 
form in  structure,  and  is  decorated  magni- 
ficently. The  Regalia  used  at  the  Coronation 
comprises  objects  which  are  considered  master- 
pieces of  ancient  art.  In  the  court-yard  of  the 
Abbey  are  tombs  and  statues  of  sovereigns, 
statesmen,  and  other  distinguished  men.  It  is 
deemed  an  exceedingly  great  honour  to  be 
buried  in  the  Abbey. 

The  seats  were  arranged  in  semi-circles. 
The  ruling  Princes  of  India  and  other  Asiatic 
Chiefs  were  on  one  side,  and  facing  them  sat  the 
Crown- Princes  of  the  foreign  kingdoms,,  and, 
after  them  the  nobility  of  Egypt,  China,  Japan, 
France,  Russia,  and  other  European  countries, 
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according  to  their  rank.  Close  to  them  sat 
Ambassadors  of  Foreign  Powers  with  their 
wives.  The  representatives  and  Princes  of 
Islamic  countries  like  Turkey,  Persia,  Egypt, 
and  Zanzibar,  along  with  a  few  Indian  Chiefs, 
were  the  only  ones  unaccompanied  by  ladies, 
owing  to  the  observance  of  Purdah  system. 

Her  Highness  wore  a  '  Burqa. '  While 
describing  the  ceremony  to  us,  she  said  that  she 
was  greatly  impressed  with  the  manners  of 
Government  Officials,  and  the  people  at  large, 
They  had  treated  her  with  remarkable  courtesy 
and  respect,  and  from  the  bottom  of  her  heart 
had  gone  forth  a  prayer  for  the  stability  and 
prosperity  of  the  British  Empire. 

Among  the  Indian  Chiefs,  the  Maharaja 
of  Indore  was  accompanied  by  his  Maharani. 
The  Maharaja  of  Cooch  Behar  was  not  present 
owing  to  ill-health,  but  his  Maharani  was  pre- 
sent in  English  costume.  The  Maharani  of 
Baroda  too  was  not  present. 

After  all  the  visitors  had  taken  their  seats, 
the  peers  of  the  realm  came  in,  accompanied  by 
their  wives  and  daughters,  and  followed  by 
their  pages.  These  pages  were  the  sons  or  near 
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relatives  of  the  noblemen  they  attended,  and 
carried  their  coronets.  The  coronets  could  not 
be  worn  until  the  King  had  put  on  his  Crown. 
After  the  peers  were  seated,  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  with  other  clergymen  in  full 
robes  carrying  in  their  hands  the  Cross,  the 
Sword,  the  Sceptre,  the  Crown,  the  Orb  and 
other  ensigns  of  royalty  (together  known  as  the 
Regalia),  went  to  the  chief  entrance  of  the  Abbey 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  King. 

After  the  peers  of  the  realm,  came  members 
of  the  Royal  Family,  the  brother,  daughters  and 
nieces  of  King  Edward  VII  being  the  first  to 
enter.  The  Prince  of  Wales  came  next,  and  after 
him  Queen  Mary,  with  the  train  of  her  robe 
borne  by  six  ladies.  The  last  of  these  train- 
bearers  was  the  Mistress  of  the  Robes,  whose  robe 
was  also  carried  by  another  lady.  Last  of  all 
came  His  Majesty,  in  full  pomp  and  splendour 
with  his  robe  borne  by  several  peers.  Pre- 
sently the  clergymen  with  the  Regalia  stepped 
forward  and  a  number  of  boys,  in  choir  robes 
began  singing  hymns  from  the  gallery  above. 
The  music  was  taken  up  by  the  Highlanders 
beneath.  Their  Majesties  were  seated  in  their 
chairs  of  State,  the  King's  chair  being  on  the 
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southern  side  of  the  high  Altar,  and  that  of  the 
Queen  close  to  the  dais. 

The  Archbishop,  attended  by  three  Bishops, 
now  stood  up,  and  facing  the  Congregation,  thus 
addressed  them:— 

"  Sirs,  I  here  present  unto  you  King  George, 
the  undoubted  King  of  this  realm,  Wherefor 
all  you  who  are  come  this  day  to  do  your 
homage  and  service,  Are  you  willing  to  do  the 
same?" 

No  sooner  had  the  last  word  been  uttered 
than  His  Majesty  stood  up  facing  the  Congrega- 
tion, and  a  shout  of  "  God  Save  King  George, ' ' 
springing  from  loyal  hearts,  rent  the  air  in 
reply.  The  Archbishop  then  placed  the  Sceptre, 
the  Crown  and  the  other  Regalia  on  the  Altar, 
and  the  Litany  was  chanted.  This  over,  the 
King  stood  up,  with  lords,  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral on  either  side  of  him,  to  take  the  Oath 
which  was  administered  by  the  Archbishop, 
His  Majesty  promising  to  govern  "  according 
to  statutes  in  Parliament  agreed  on, ' '  to  uphold 
"  Law  and  Justice  in  Mercy/ '  to ' '  maintain  the 
Laws  of  God"  and  to  ''preserve  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Church  of  England."  The  King 
then  kissed  the  Bible,  and  put  his  signature  to  a 
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copy  of  the  Oath.  After  this,  His  Majesty  sat 
in  the  Coronation  Chair  with  four  lords 
standing  behind  him.  One  of  the  Bishops  then 
' '  anointed ' '  the  King 's  head  with  oil,  and  the 
Archbishop  put  the  Crown  on  his  head  and  pro- 
nounced his  blessings  on  His  Majesty.  Hymns 
were  sung  in  the  chapel  amid  the  boom  of  guns 
from  the  fort,  and  the  lords  and  members  of  the 
Royal  Family  offered  their  congratulations. 

CORONATION  OF  HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 

The  Coronation  of  the  Queen-Empress 
followed  that  of  the  King-Emperor.  Her 
Majesty  having  left  her  State  Chair,  advanced 
to  the  steps  of  the  Altar,  where  she  knelt  down. 
She  wore  a  gown  with  a  big  train,  and  the  ladies 
in  attendance  spread  it  out  behind  the  kneeling 
Queen.  A  small  canopy  of  gold  was  held  up 
by  four  ladies.  The  Archbishop  handed  the 
Sceptre  and  an  ivory  stick  to  Her  Majesty, 
and  after  anointing  her  head  with  oil,  put  the 
Crown  on  her  head. 

The  Queen  then  sat  upon  the  State  Chair 
next  to  the  King.  Their  Majesties  together 
went  to  the  Altar  to  offer  their  prayers  to  the 
Almighty  Ruler  of  all  the  worlds.  Their 
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Majesties  partook  of  the  "Holy  Communion"* 
administered  by  the  Archbishop  according  to 
the  ancient  custom.  Their  Majesties  then  left 
the  Altar  and  went  to  the  vestry.  Shortly 
afterwards  Their  Majesties  reappeared,  crowned 
and  in  their  State  robes,  and  passing  through 
the  admiring  onlookers  left  the  Abbey  for  the 
Royal  Palace. 

THE  ROYAL  PROCESSION. 
The  following  day  the  magnificent  State 
procession  passed  through  the  chief  streets  of 
London.  People  from  far  and  near  had  gathered 
in  immense  crowds  to  have  a  sight  of  their 
King  and  Queen.  It  was  estimated  that  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  had  come  from 
other  places  to  witness  the  great  procession  in  the 
Capital.  The  streets  through  which  the  pro- 
cession was  to  pass  had  been  tastefully  decorated 
and  the  owners  of  the  houses  in  these  streets 
had  let  their  balconies  to  sightseers.  The  prin- 
cipal roadways  were  closed  to  wheeled  traffic 
since  four  in  the  morning  and  people  had 
gathered  in  large  numbers  on  street  pavements. 

*  This  administering  of  Bread    and  Wine  is  a  relic  of  the  last 
supper  of  Jesus  Christ,  described  in  the  New  Testament. 
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The  seats  specially  erected  on  the  route  of  the 
Procession  were  all  occupied  during  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning.  Her  Highness  was 
greatly  fatigued  and  did  not  take  part  in  the 
Procession. 

Representatives  of  all  British  dominions, 
ruling  princes  of  India  present  in  London,  naval 
and  military  officers,  foreign  ambassadors,  Minis- 
ters of  State,  etc.,  all  took  part  in  the  Royal  Pro- 
gress. Even  the  Londoners  said  they  had  never 
seen  anything  equal  to  this  procession  in  magni- 
ficence and  splendour. 

The  roads  were  lined  on  either  side  by  sol- 
diers in  uniform.  The  morning  was  clear  and 
bright  but  the  weather  soon  became  cloudy. 
Their  Majesties,  however,  drove  in  an  open  State 
landau  to  gratify  the  desire  of  multitudes  of  their 
subjects,  some  of  whom  had  come  long  distances 
to  see  them.  His  Majesty  wore  a  Field  Mar- 
shal's  uniform,  while  the  Queen  was  dressed 
in  white  and  wore  a  blue  hat. 

GARDEN  PARTY  AT  BUCKINGHAM  PALACE. 

A  magnificent  garden  party  was  given  by 
the  King-Emperor  at  Buckingham  Palace 
shortly  after  the  Coronation.  Amongst  others 
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all  the  ruling  chiefs  present  in  London  at  the 
time  were  invited  to  it.  There  were  about 
7,000  people  present.  The  party  was  held 
in  the  spacious  and  beautiful  grounds  of  the 
Palace.  Her  Highness  tells  me  that  every- 
thing was  on  a  grand  scale,  and  that  all  present 
were  living  pictures  of  politeness  and  good 
manners.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  who  is  17  years 
old,  was  also  present.  He  looks  very  young 
for  his  age  on  account  of  the  cool  climate  of 
Europe.  He  is  very  affable  and  polite  and 
his  high  descent  is  writ  large  on  his  face. 

All  the  Indian  ruling  Chiefs  were  presented 
to  the  King  by  His  Majesty's  Aides-de-Camp, 
and  Her  Highness,  my  brother-in-law,  and 
Hamid  Sultan  were  presented  by  Lord  Minto's 
son-in-law.  His  Majesty  spoke  very  graciously 
to  Her  Highness  and  said  he  hoped  to  see  her 
again  in  India.  After  her  presentation  to  His 
Majesty,  Her  Highness  was  introduced  to  the 
Princes  and  Princesses  of  the  Royal  Family. 
The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Connaught  met  Her 
Highness  and  also  spoke  to  my  brother-in-law 
and  Hamid  Sultan.  Princess  Victoria  and 
several  other  Princesses  were  present,  and  Her 
Highness  had  a  short  conversation  with  the 
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Queen-Empress.  The  Prince  of  Wales  was  very 
cheerful.  The  tables  and  other  things  were 
most  tastefully  arranged,  and  every  one  was 
hospitably  entertained.  Her  Highness  too  par- 
took of  tea  and  refreshments.  At  6  o'clock 
the  guests  took  their  departure  after  Their 
Majesties  had  left  for  the  Palace. 

LUNCHEON  AT  THE  GUILDHALL. 
On  the  day  following  the  Coronation,  a 
luncheon  was  given  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London  at  the  Guildhall.  Peers,  foreign  ambas- 
sadors and  Indian  Princes,  who  were  in  London, 
were  invited.  My  brother-in-law  and  Hamid 
Sultan  went,  but  Her  Highness  could  not  go  on 
account  of  her  veil.  My  brother-in-law  was 
in  a  Captain 's  uniform,  and  Hamid  Sultan  wore 
the  uniform  of  Her  Highness'  A.-D.-C.  Both 
the  brothers  were  enthusiastically  cheered*  on 
the  way.  Their  Majesties  with  the  members  of 
the  Royal  family  were  also  present.  A  separate 
table  had  been  laid  for  them.  My  brother-in- 
law  and  Hamid  Sultan  did  not  partake  of  any 
meat  for  fear  of  acting  against  the  injunctions 

*  It  is  customary  in  England  for  the  people  to  show  their 
appreciation  of  anything,  or  to  express  their  delight,  by  clapping 
hands  which  is  called  "cheering." 
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of  our  religion.  The  Koran  has  clearly  laid 
down  what  we  should  eat,  and  has  made  it 
lawful  for  us  to  partake  of  food  prepared 
by  those  who  believe  in  revealed  books.  But 
if  any  one  takes  prohibited  food,  he  himself  is 
to  blame,  and  not  the  religion  or  the  host. 

The  Guildhall  is  a  grand  building  about '300 
years  old,  and  is  magnificently  decorated. 
It  is  like  a  Town  hall  and  almost  all  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  who  have  visited  London 
have  been  entertained  at  a  banquet  within  its 
walls. 

In  the  gallery,  towards  the  west,  are  the 
two  well-known  gigantic  effigies  of  wood  called 
Gog  and  Magog.  They  were  set  up  in  1708. 

PRESENTATION  OF  MEDALS. 
All  the  Indian  Chiefs  present  in  England 
were  invited  to  Buckingham  Palace  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  Coronation  medals.  When  all  had 
assembled  in  the  drawing  room,  it  was  announc- 
ed that  Their  Majesties  were  coming.  All  pre- 
sent stood  up  to  do  homage  to  Their  Majesties, 
who  passed  into  the  adjoining  room,  graciously 
acknowledging  salutations.  Each  Chief  was 
then  presented  separately  to  '  the  King  and 
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receiving  a  medal  from  His  Majesty's  hand, 
returned  to  his  seat  in  the  drawing  room,  by 
another  door.  My  brother-in-law  and  Hamid 
Sultan  were  presented  with  medals  along  with 
Her  Highness. 

After  this,  Their  Majesties  went  out  into  the 
garden  to  distribute  medals  to  those  represent- 
atives of  the  army  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
happy  ceremonies  of  the  Coronation.  All  these 
officers  were  assembled  on  the  beautiful  green 
lawn,  overlooked  by  the  Royal  Pavilion.  His 
Majesty's  Guard-of -Honour  was  drawn  up  on 
the  right  side,  and  the  seats  of  distinguish- 
ed guests  were  on  the  left.  Their  Majesties 
came  into  the  garden  followed  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  Earl  Roberts, 
Viscount  Kitchener,  several  members  of  the 
Royal  family  and  high  officials  of  His 
Majesty 's  staff. 

After  the  Guard-of-Honour  had  been  ins- 
pected, His  Majesty  reviewed  the  troops.  The 
review  lasted  about  half  an  hour.  His  Majesty 
then  returned  to  the  pavilion  and  distributed 
medals  to  all  officers  and  men  with  his  own  hand. 
The  distribution  began  with  the  Royal  Staff 
at  the  Army  Head-Quarters.  Earl  Roberts  was 
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the  first  recipient.  Amongst  those  thus  deco- 
rated was  a  fortunate  girl  also  who  belonged  to  a 
band. 

It  was  a  very  cold  day.  General  Sir  Partap 
Singh  (who  was  not  very  well)  and  Her  High- 
ness did  not  stay  out  in  the  open. 

At  this  function  Her  Highness  met  Princess 
Christian,  an  aunt  of  the  King.  Her  Royal 
Highness  made  a  sign  with  her  hand  to  the 
spectators,  who  were  standing  in  front  of  Her 
Highness,  to  move  to  one  side,  so  that  Her 
Highness  might  be  able  to  see  the  distribution 
of  medals  better.  The  Princess  spoke  to  Her 
Highness  for  some  time  about  India,  and  after 
she  had  left,  a  maid-of-honour  took  Her  High- 
ness to  a  room  on  the  first  floor,  where  Lady 
Minto,  then  in  attendance  on  the  Queen,  made 
special  arrangements  for  Her  Highness  to  witness 
the  ceremony. 

His  Majesty  distributed  thousands  of 
medals  standing  and  with  his  own  hand,  and 
this  must  have  tired  him,  but  the  sense  of  dis- 
comfort apparently  found  no  place  in  the  King 's 
heart,  strongly  influenced  as  it  was  by  the  desire 
to  make  his  soldiers  happy.  After  the  distribu- 
tion, His  Majesty  made  a  short  speech.  Three 
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cheers  were  called  for  His  Majesty,  and  thou- 
sands of  hats  went  up  in  honour  of  the  Lord  of 
the  whole  Empire.  This  was  the  last  interview 
Her  Highness  had  with  His  Majesty  in  England. 
On  this  occasion  His  Majesty  again  graciously 
said  that  he  hoped  to  see  Her  Highness  in 
India. 

His  Majesty  takes  a  deep  interest  in  India, 
and  at  last  the  happy  promise  was  fulfilled,  His 
Majesty  having,  a  little  later,  honoured  India 
with  a  second  visit. 

THE  ROYAL  GIFTS. 

On  her  return  to  London,  after  a  fortnight, 
Queen  Alexandra  very  graciously  sent  to  Her 
Highness  a  beautiful  jewelled  brooch.  The 
Queen-Empress  presented  Her  Highness  with  a 
photograph  of  herself  which  is  intended  for  the 
Princess  of  Wales'  Ladies'  Club  at  Bhopal, 
which  was  founded  in  1909  and  is  named  after 
Her  Majesty  who  was  then  the  Princess  of 
Wales. 

VISITS  TO  THE  EXHIBITION  AND  SCHOOLS. 

Her  Highness'  solicitude  for  the  well-being 
of  her  subjects  finds  expression  on  all  occa- 
sions and  at  all  times,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
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reasons  that  led  to  this  trip,  for  Her  Highness 
hoped  she  would  see  many  new  things  in  Europe 
and  her  people  would  profit  by  the  experience 
she  would  gain  in  that  great  Continent.  So  that 
whatever  she  saw  and  learnt  she  did  with  a 
view  to  utilise  her  experience  for  the  betterment 
of  her  State  and  her  people. 

Colonel  S.  F.  Bayley,  formerly  the  Political 
Agent  at  Bhopal,  was  on  Her  Highness'  desire 
appointed  Political  Officer  with  her  during  her 
stay  in  London.  She  told  him  that  what  she 
desired  most  to  see  were  things  that  would  help 
her  to  do  something  for  her  people  on  her  return 
to  India.  Colonel  Bayley  accordingly  showed 
her  the  places  described  in  this  chapter. 

Her  Highness  visited  the  exhibition  of 
water-colour  paintings  at  the  Studio  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Artists  in  Pall  Mall.  The 
President,  a  very  distinguished  gentleman,  wel- 
comed Her  Highness  most  cordially.  There  are 
many  palatial  buildings  along  the  Pall  Mall 
streets.  Almost  all  the  important  Clubs  are 
situated  here,  as  is  also  Marlborough  House, 
one  of  the  Royal  Palaces. 

On  June  I3th  Her  Highness  visited  the 
London  County  Council  School  and  St.  Thomas' 
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Hospital.  This  hospital  was  opened  in  1871  by 
Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Victoria.  The  build- 
ing is  very  good  and  has  separate  wards  for 
different  kinds  of  patients.  Every  ward  is 
furnished  with  all  modern  requisites.  Besides 
the  treatment  of  the  sick,  the  hospital  imparts 
medical  education  also.  At  the  Hospital,  Her 
Highness  was  received  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the 
Secretary,  who  took  her  through  the  several 
wards  and  other  places  of  interest. 

The  school  was  shown  Her  Highness  by 
Lady  Richmond  Ritchie,  Sir  Richmond  being 
too  busy  to  accompany  Her  Highness.  His 
brother  was  there  and  expressed  Sir  Richmond's 
regret  at  his  absence.  After  her  visit  to  the 
school,  Her  Highness  lunched  with  Lady  Ritchie 
and  her  daughter  at  107,  George  Square.  Her 
Highness  also  visited  the  splendid  Kew  Gardens, 
a  vast  home  of  flowers  and  shrubs.  The  entire 
vegetation  of  the  world  seemed  to  be  represen- 
ted. Flower  shows,  and  fairs  are  also  held  in 
these  gardens.  Unfortunately  there  were  not 
many  flowers  at  the  time  of  Her  Highness '  visit, 
and  the  gardens  did  not  look  their  best.  The 
hot-house  was  a  perfect  treat  of  flowers  and  there 
were  some  wonderful  varieties.  One  of  the 
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flowers  ate  meat,  another  caught  mice,  and 
there  was  another  that  preyed  upon  flies. 
Such  flowers  are  said  to  be  seen  in  Calcutta  and 
other  places  also. 

There  were  various  kinds  of  interesting 
flowers  in  the  hot-house.  These  flower  plants 
are  reared  on  artificial  heat,  as  they  cannot  stand 
the  severe  cold  of  the  European  climate.  The 
plants  are  sure  to  do  well  in  India.  Her 
Highness  has  ordered  seeds  and  plants  of  several 
varieties,  but  they  have  not  yet  arrived.  Very 
probably  we  shall  get  them  at  the  proper 
sowing  season. 

The  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  gardens 
was  a  very  kind  lady.  At  her  little  cottage 
Her  Highness  stopped  for  a  while  and  drank 
soda  water. 

Her  Highness  then  went  to  see  Colonel 
Bayley  's  father  in  company  with  Colonel  Bayley , 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald  (an  esteemed  friend  of  Her 
Highness)  and  Hamid  Sultan.  My  brother-in- 
law  also  called  on  Sir  Stuart  Bayley. 

Her  Highness  also  saw  the  White  City. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  who  received  Her  Highness 
here  was  the  son  of  the  distinguished  Engineer 
who  designed  the  buildings  of  the  White  City. 


A   TRIP   TO   EUROPE.  QI 

These  buildings  were  very  interesting  and  each 
represented  a  particular  country  or  a  continent. 
Scenes  of  forests  and  important  places  were 
most  artistically  put  up  in  these  buildings  and 
even  the  ways  of  life  in  the  different  countries 
were  shown.  India,  for  instance,  was  indi- 
cated by  the  Juma  Masjid  of  Delhi  and  after  the 
famous  Taj  at  Agra  followed  scenes  of  Gwalior, 
Udaipur,  etc.  Other  houses  presented  country 
scenes  of  Japan,  Africa  and  America.  There  was 
also  a  miniature  railway,  which  took  one  to  the 
buildings  of  the  different  countries.  Buildings, 
towns,  rivers,  canals,  fields,  gardens,  in  fact 
everything  of  the  different  parts  of  the  world  was 
presented.  I  did  not  go  to  this  wonderful  show, 
but  I  was  greatly  interested  when  Her  Highness 
and  Birjis  Jehan  told  me  all  about  it.  Her 
Highness  would  have  taken  me  to  it  had  I  been 
in  London,  but  I  was  away  at  Redhill. 

Madame  Tussaud's  Wax- work  Exhibition 
was  also  visited.  The  figures  are  of  wax  but 
are  wonderfully  life-like,  and  great  indeed  is  the 
human  skill  spent  upon  their  construction. 
They  look  almost  human,  and  represent  all  the 
British  Sovereigns  and  their  Consorts,  great 
Statesmen,  Noblemen,  celebrated  men  and 
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women,  and  also  many  well  known  people  of 
foreign  countries.  Their  Majesties  had  been 
crowned  but  recently  and  yet  their  likenesses  in 
full  Coronation  robes  were  there.  The  King 
had  the  "  Orb  "  in  his  hand. 

The  building  where  these  figures  are  shown 
is  called  Madame  Tussaud's  Wax- work  Home, 
the  founder  of  this  ' '  Home ' '  being  a  Madame 
Tussaud  who  first  achieved  fame  in  this  art. 
She  was  a  Swiss  lady,  and  became  an  orphan 
while  yet  a  child.  She  was  brought  up  by  an 
uncle,  an  eminent  artist  in  Paris,  who  taught 
her  wax-modelling.  Madame  Tussaud  soon 
acquired  perfection  in  this  art,  and  was  later  on 
introduced  to  Court.  The  French  Monarchy 
was  fast  crumbling  and  Madame  Tussaud 
crossed  over  to  England  and  settled  down 
there.  Here  her  work  was  rewarded  by  a  most 
encouraging  appreciation  and  she  eventually 
founded  these  show-rooms  in  London  and 
became  famous. 

Madame  Tussaud  was  born  in  1760  and 
died  in  1850  at  the  age  of  ninety.  The  show- 
rooms are  now  owned  by  a  great  grand-son 
of  Madame  Tussaud.  But  people  say  they  are 
not  so  popular  now  as  they  used  to  be.  They 
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are  now  only  a  pleasure  resort  for  children. 
Wahid-uz-zafar  Khan  and  Birjis  Jehan  Begum 
were  delighted  with  their  visit  to  the  wax- 
works. 

The  stories  of  "  CINDERELLA"  and  "Jack 
the  Giant-killer  "  are  well  known  to  children 
acquainted  with  the  English  Fairy  Tales. 
Models  depicting  both  these  tales  were  there. 
Both  the  sister  and  the  brother  at  once  knew 
the  models  and  began  talking  about  them.  In 
the  Wax-works  Home  there  is  what  is  called 
'  the  chamber  of  horrors  '  in  which  are  to 
be  seen  pictures  of  well  known  criminals,  des- 
cribing how  they  were  led  to  their  evil  ways 
by  the  bad  habits  of  drunkenness,  gambling  and 
other  vices.  Her  Highness  was  received  at  this 
House  by  Mr.  John  Tussaud,  and  was  shown 
round  the  rooms  by  two  ladies.  When  taking 
leave  Her  Highness  thanked  them  all  and 
expressed  her  appreciation  of  the  show. 

A  grand  Exhibition  was  also  being  held  at 
the  Crystal  Palace,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
King-Emperor.  This  Exhibition  was  known  as 
the  Festival  of  the  Empire.  Crystal  Palace  is 
a  very  well  known  place.  It  was  built  in  1851, 
and  was  extended  in  1910 — by  the  addition 
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of  an  ' '  Annexe  "  at  a  cost  of  £300,000 
(Rs.  45,00,000)  which  gave  employment  to  6,000 
workmen.  The  amphitheatre  can  hold  12,000 
persons.  There  is  an  electric  railway  in  the 
grounds  covering  a  distance  of  about  three  miles. 
Canada  alone  spent  £70,000  (Rs.  10,50,000)  on 
a  ' '  facsimile ' '  of  their  Parliament  House.  All 
the  Colonies  and  possessions  of  the  Empire  had 
sent  their  exhibits,  and  what  commanded  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  Festival  was  the  real 
life  of  all  the  parts  of  the  world  under  the  British 
Flag  as  shown  there  and  shown  so  well. 

Her  Highness    took   Birjis  Jehan  Begum 
with  her  and  went  through  all  the  "  Courts  ' 
where  she  made  several  purchases.     The  Indian 
Court,  the  building  where  Indian  exhibits  were 
displayed,  had  several  articles  from  Bhopal. 

The  screen*  painted  by  Her  Highness  with 
a  pair  of  Birds  of  Paradise  (Homa)  was  pro- 
minent among  things  exhibited  by  the  Sultania 
and  Victoria  Schools.  The  late  lamented 
Nawab  Ihtisham-ul-Mulk  Alijah  Bahadurf  had 
once  shot  a  Sambhar,  stag  with  horns  nearly 


*  Her  Highness  made  a  gift  of  this  screen    to  the    Exhibition. 
The  other  things  have  since  come  back, 
t  Nawab-Consort  of  Her  Highness. 
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51  inches  long.  The  mounted  head  of  this, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  record  Sambhar 
head  of  the  world,  was  prominent  among  the 
Bhopal  exhibits.  A  tiger  (io'-7")  shot  by  my 
brother-in-law  was  also  there.  Precious  stones 
to  the  value  of  £2,000,000  (Rs.  3,00,00,000)  had 
been  sent  for  the  South  African  Court  by  a 
well  known  South  African  Company.  The  entire 
proceeds  of  the  Exhibition  were  contributed  to 
the  funds  of  the  King  Edward  Memorial  Hos- 
pital now  under  construction. 

INTERVIEWS. 

During  her  stay  in  London,  Her  Highness 
met  several  old  friends  and  made  many  new 
ones.  Her  interviews  with  Lady  Lamington, 
the  Countess  of  Jersey,  the  Duchess  of  Northum- 
berland, Lady  Barr,  the  Earl  and  the  Countess 
of  Minto,  Mrs.  Bayley,  Sir  Stuart  and  Lady 
Bayley,  Lord  Curzon,  Colonel  Newmarch,  Mr. 
Cox,  Sir  Charles  Bayley,  Mrs.  Macwart  (who 
accompanied  Her  Highness  to  Jeddah  during 
her  pilgrimage  to  the  Hedjaz),  Mrs.  Fitzgerald, 
Syed  Amir  Ali,  His  Highness  the  Aga  Khan, 
Mr.  Syed  Ross  Masaud  (the  grandson  of  the  late 
Sir  Syed  Ahmad),  and  the  Hon'ble  Sir  Theodore 
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Morison,  a  member  of  the  India  Council  and 
the  ex-Principal  of  the  M.  A.-O.  College,  Aligarh, 
deserve  special  mention. 

Some  friends  invited  Her  Highness  to  tea 
at  Gilbert  House  and  my  brother-in-law  and 
Hamid  Sultan  visited  quite  a  number  of  dis- 
tinguished persons  and  celebrities  there.  Syed 
Amir  Ali  and  His  Highness  the  Aga  Khan 
invited  Her  Highness  to  luncheon,  and  my 
brother-in-law  was  entertained  by  the  Maharaja 
of  Gwalior. 

The  Hon'ble  Mr.  Montague,  the  Under- 
secretary of  State  for  India,  invited  all  the 
Indian  Princes  in  London  to  a  dinner  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Her  Highness  could  not 
go,  but  my  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan 
partook  of  Mr.  Montague's  hospitality. 

The  Gaekwar  and  the  Maharani  of  Baroda 
and  Princess  Indraraja  lunched  with  us  at 
Patteson  Court. 

Her  Highness  also  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  Indian  Association  where  Lord  Lamington 
and  Sir  Louis  Dane  made  speeches  on  the 
progress  of  education  in  India.  Several  Indian 
ladies  who  were  in  London  for  educational  or 
other  purposes,  were  present.  A  room  had  been 
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set  apart  for  Her  Highness'  use,  and  in  this 
these  ladies  were  introduced  to  Her  Highness. 
Three  days  later  they  all  came  to  Redhill  to 
see  Her  Highness,  who  on  that  day  was  in  town 
at  the  Countess  of  Jersey's  "At  Home/'  and 
these  ladies  were,  therefore,  received  by  my 
sister-in-law  and  myself.  They  were  offered 
attar  and  ilaichi  (cardamom)  after  the  Indian 
custom. 

Her  Highness  attended  the  Countess  of 
Jersey's  Garden  Party  at  Osterley  Park.  The 
Countess  had  invited  the  Indian  Chiefs  along 
with  her  English  friends.  The  garden  was 
simply  superb.  The  Countess  is  a  charming 
hostess  and  received  her  guests  most  cordially. 

HER  HIGHNESS  AND  THE  NEWSPAPERS. 

Articles  about  Her  Highness  appeared 
in  newspapers  the  very  day  she  arrived  at  Red- 
hill.  The  Standard,  a  prominent  London  daily, 
published  a  long  article  at  the  end  of  which  it 
was  said  that  Her  Highness  might  be  called  an 
"ornament  of  womanhood.''  Several  other 
papers  published  long  accounts  of  the  well 
known  loyalty  and  attachment  of  Her  Highness 
and  her  State  to  the  British  Crown  and  her 
H,  TE  7 
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achievements  as  a  Ruler.  Lady  reporters  often 
came  to  see  Her  Highness,  but  as  Her  Highness 
did  not  wish  to  have  such  interviews  published, 
she  did  not  see  them.  The  only  newspaper 
reporter  who  had  an  audience  was  a  lady 
correspondent  of  the  Daily  Express.  She  asked 
Her  Highness  many  questions  about  her  jour- 
ney and  the  affairs  of  her  State. 

The  Indian  papers  published  in  our  country 
are  not  half  so  rich  or  influential  as  their  con- 
temporaries of  Europe,  which  play  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  political  life  of  the  country.  All 
the  officials,  and  Ministers  of  the  State,  and 
even  the  King  have  a  great  regard  for  the 
views  of  the  press.  The  editors  of  these  papers 
are  men  of  great  ability  and  responsibility. 
Even  the  reporters  and  correspondents  are 
selected  from  amongst  men  of  high  attainments. 

The  English  press  has  special  correspond- 
ents all  over  the  world,  who  send  news  by  post 
or  telegraph.  These  correspondents  even  go  to 
the  seat  of  war.  They  are  present  at  all  im- 
portant functions.  Some  newspapers  are  pub- 
lished daily,  some  weekly  and  fortnightly  and 
others  monthly.  Some  of  the  dailies  are  issued 
in  the  morning,  others  at  noon  or  in  the  evening. 
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Fresh  news  can  be  had  every  day,  and  news- 
papers are  in  very  great  demand,  as  no  indivi- 
dual, from  the  King  down  to  an  ordinary  work- 
man, can  do  without  them. 

Some  newspapers  are  illustrated  and  are 
beautifully  got  up.  Some  are  humorous  papers : 
Punch,  for  instance,  publishes  very  humorous 
pictures  called  ' '  Cartoons. ' J  This  humour  is 
polite  and  decent,  and  is  even  resorted  to  as  a 
means  of  expressing  opinion  on  important  poli- 
tical questions. 

A  newspaper  is  usually  owned  by  several 
persons  in  partnership.  The  entire  body  of 
such  owners,  or  proprietors,  is  called  a  Joint 
Stock  Company.  Some  newspaper  proprietors 
are  very  rich  and  their  income  would  compare 
favourably  with  the  revenues  of  a  small  Indian 
State.  In  spite  of  all  this,  these  big  news- 
papers sometimes  publish  things  very  silly  and 
amazingly  ridiculous.  For  instance,  whilst  des- 
cribing our  journey,  a  certain  newspaper,  among 
other  things,  said  that  Her  Highness  had  with 
her  a  large  supply  of  Indian  water  for  perform- 
ing her  ablutions  with  before  saying  prayers. 
A  newspaper  went  to  the  extent  of  saying 
that  as  this  water  was  very  much  in  demand, 
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Her  Highness  has  to  observe  economy  in  using 
it,  so  that  it  might  last  her  till  her  return  to 
India,  and  then  this  water  was  described  as  a 
religious  necessity,  as  Her  Highness  was  held 
sacred  by  her  Hindu  subjects  and  could  not 
pollute  her  body  with  ' '  unclean ' '  water.  Some 
of  the  papers  even  went  so  far  as  to  say  that 
we  ate  live  chickens  and  that  we  had  an  astro- 
loger in  attendance. 

These  people,  who  are  obviously  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  daily  life  and  the  religion  of  the 
Mahomedans,  had  probably  heard  about  the 
Maharaja  of  Jeypore  having  got  his  water  all 
the  way  from  India  when  His  Highness  visited 
England,  and  this  led  them  to  honour  us  with 
a  similar  supposition.  And  as  we  had  to  get 
live  chickens  so  that  they  might  be  slaughtered 
for  us  according  to  the  tenets  of  Islam,  some  may 
have  thought  we  ate  them  all  alive !  The  story 
about  the  astrologer  is  easily  explained  by  the 
presence  in  our  suite  of  two  officials  who  grew 
their  beards  long  and  dressed  in  the  orthodox 
Mahomedan  fashion.  Their  grave  appearance 
may  probably  have  suggested  the  suspicion.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  Islam  does  not  recognise 
astrology  and  looks  upon  it  with  contempt.  The 
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Mahomedans  living  in  Europe  have  adopted 
European  dress  and  customs,  and  Europeans 
have  no  occasion  to  see  and  study  our  religion 
and  our  manners.  Hence  their  ignorance,  though 
colossal,  is,  by  no  means,  unpardonable. 

SANITATION. 

Great  attention  is  paid  to  sanitation  in 
Europe  and  the  mode  of  living  is  nearly  the  same 
all  over  the  Continent.  The  climate,  of  course, 
is  a  priceless  gift  of  nature,  but  those  who  enjoy 
it  are  highly  gifted  with  taste  also.  The  cost  of 
living  is  at  least  Rs.  200  a  month  for  a  family. 
In  India  this  would  be  considered  luxurious 
living,  but  in  Europe  a  family  can  hardly  live 
on  less  than  this. 

A  maid-servant  who,  in  India,  would  not 
be  given  more  than  two  rupees  per  month  with 
ordinary  food,  cannot  be  engaged  in  Europe 
for  less  than  a  guinea  a  week,  besides  food.  But 
one  European  maid  would  give  you  more  com- 
fort than  ten  Indians. 

There  are  maids  who  serve  as  many  as  four 
families  at  a  time,  by  turns.  The  maids  must 
have  their  " constitutional* '  of  an  evening,  and 
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sometimes  go  to  a  theatre  or  any  other  enter- 
tainment at  night. 

Every  bath  tub  has  two  water  taps,  hot 
and  cold.  The  water  is  heated  by  gas  or 
electricity.  Water-closets  are  scrubbed  daily 
with  soap  and  water.  There  are  separate 
brushes  or  brooms  for  sweeping  and  removing 
cobwebs.  Some  of  these  things  are  used  in 
places  like  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  but  they  are 
not  yet  in  universal  use  in  India. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  ENGLAND  AND  VISIT  TO 
GENEVA. 

After  a  stay  of  six  weeks  at  Redhill,  we  left 
England  on  July  i6th.  Doctor  Mackenzie  had 
recommended  the  climate  of  Geneva  for  a  rest- 
cure  for  my  brother-in-law,  and  as  Her  High- 
ness was  desirous  of  visiting  Switzerland,  all 
of  us  went  to  Geneva.  This  is  an  ancient  town 
and  the  chief  industry  of  the  place  is  the  manu- 
facture of  watches.  Geneva  watches  are  well 
known  in  India.  The  scenery  at  Geneva  bears  a 
close  resemblance  to  that  of  Bhopal.  It  is 
situated  on  a  big  lake  which  is  full  of  shipping. 
We  stayed  here  for  a  week.  My  brother-in- 
law  was  examined  by  a  famous  doctor,  who 
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prescribed  some  medicines  for  him.  The  climate 
did  not  agree  with  Her  Highness  as  it  was  rather 
warm.  And,  besides,  Her  Highness  wished  to  be 
back  in  Bhopal  by  October  and  was  also  desirous 
of  visiting  Jerusalem  ;  so  it  was  decided  that 
we  should  go  by  way  of  Constantinople.  A 
change  in  the  weather  as  well  as  in  the  look 
of  the  country  was  visible  soon  after  we  left 
Geneva.  The  prosperity,  the  wealth  and  the 
scenery  seen  in  France  and  England,  appeared 
to  be  on  the  wane,  and  a  vast  difference  became 
visible  as  we  proceeded  further  eastwards  by 
the  Orient  Express. 

After  Vienna  the  scenery  near  the  railway 
line  looked  very  much  like  that  of  India.  The 
landscapes  of  Hungary,  Servia,  and  Bulgaria  did 
not  much  differ  from  those  of  India.  The  houses, 
too,  with  their  tiled  roofs,  were  almost  Indian  in 
appearance. 

Green  fields  of  jowari  and  maize  could  be 
seen,  even  buffaloes  and  camels  were  to  be  seen, 
as  well  as  bullock-carts.  The  fields  were  plough- 
ed by  oxen.  The  scenery  just  before  entering 
Stamboul  looked  like  that  of  Bhopal,  and  at 
times  like  Gwalior,  Indore,  or  the  Punjab  terri- 
tory and  sometimes  like  the  hillside  of  Simla 
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and  Mussoorie,   but  it  was  almost  Raj  put  ana 
when  we  entered  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

CONSTANTINOPLE. 

In  the  Turkish  territory,  good  scenery, 
flowers,  human  beings  or  habitations  were  not  to 
be  seen  for  a  long  time.  Our  train  whirled 
through  a  wilderness  of  waste,  relieved  here  and 
there  by  the  sight  of  the  red  fez,  which  now 
took  the  place  of  the  rose  and  the  lilac.  There 
were  customs  posts  almost  in  ruins  in  some 
places,  with  one  or  two  customs  officers  in  charge. 
And  with  these  rare  exceptions  there  was  nothing 
to  be  seen  but  an  expanse  of  wild  grass.  The 
condition  of  the  railway  stations  was  no 
better.  They  were  lit  with  dim  and  dingy 
lamps  and  our  Indian  stations  are  far  superior 
to  these.  A  few  streams  were  seen  trickling  past 
the  railway  line  and  it  was  altogether  a  weird 
sight.  The  flash  of  the  weapon  of  a  nomad 
Turk  or  a  shepherd  grazing  his  sheep  and  goats 
occasionally  caught  the  eye.  After  a  long  and 
weary  journey,  Constantinople  came  into  view 
presenting  a  most  beautiful  sight  with  its  golden 
pinnacles  over  the  domes  of  numerous  mosques. 
It  was  a  pleasant  sight  to  see  an  Islamic  country 
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after  five  months.  Our  train  steamed  into  the 
city,  but  the  enchantment  which  distance  had 
lent  to  the  view  soon  disappeared  and  gave  way 
to  the  filth  and  dirt  of  the  narrow  streets  of 
Stamboul.  Her  Highness  had  already  informed 
the  Turkish  authorities  that  her  arrival  was 
private,  but  the  Sultan,  nevertheless,  sent  His 
Excellency  Raghib  Bey  and  an  A.-D.-C.  to 
meet  Her  Highness.  A  carriage  from  His 
Imperial  Majesty's  stables  was  in  attendance, 
and  His  Excellency  the  British  Ambassador 
was  represented  by  his  Secretary.  The  signs  of 
Oriental  hospitality  were  at  once  noticeable. 
The  Turkish  officers  formally  enquired  after  Her 
Highness'  health.  We  ladies  sat  on  one  side, 
and  after  a  short  conversation  Her  Highness 
entered  the  Sultan 's  carriage  and  drove  to  the 
Pera  Palace  Hotel.  The  carriage  was  an  open 
victoria,  for  ladies  in  Constantinople  drive  in 
open  carriages.  At  the  hotel  His  Excellency 
Raghib  Bey  took  leave  of  Her  Highness.  The 
third  day  Her  Highness  called  on  the  British 
Ambassador  whom  she  found  very  polite,  and 
his  wife  a  picture  of  kindness  and  courtesy. 

The  Ambassador  was  at  Therapia  at  that 
time,  that  being  a  summer  resort  on  the  Euro- 
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pean  shore  of  the  Bosphorus.  Her  Highness 
went  there  in  an  English  boat,  sent  by  the  Am- 
bassador, the  water  route  being  the  shorter  cut 
to  Therapia.  The  Ambassador  came  out  to  the 
boat  to  receive  Her  Highness.  The  Embassy 
is  a  fine  building.  The  Ambassador  was  for  a 
long  time  in  the  Malay  Peninsula,  and  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  Islamic  customs.  Her  Highness 
had  tea  with  the  Ambassador's  wife,  while 
Hamid  Sultan  and  Her  Highness'  Secretary, 
Mr.  Abdus-Samad  Khan,  conversed  with  the 
Ambassador  in  his  drawing-room.  My  brother- 
in-law  joined  us  in  Constantinople  very  soon. 

The  Ambassador  and  his  wife  returned 
Her  Highness'  visit  at  the  Pera  Palace  Hotel. 
Hakki  Pasha,  the  Grand  Vizier,  Rifat  Pasha, 
Foreign  Minister,  Ahmed  Riza  Bey,  the  Leader 
of  Parliament,  Mahmud  Shevkat  Pasha,  the 
Minister  of  War,  and  other  celebrated  men  of 
Constantinople  called  on  Her  Highness  at  the 
Hotel. 

The  wife  of  the  Foreign  Minister  is  a  Rus- 
sian lady  and  she  too  came  to  see  Her  Highness. 
The  visit  of  these  Turkish  dignitaries  was  re- 
turned by  my  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan. 
Ahmed  Riza  Bey,  the  Leader  of  Parliament,  is 
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said  to  be  a  very  clever  and  shrewd  statesman. 
The  Ex-Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  did  not  like  his 
liberal  views,  and  so  he  remained  in  Paris  for 
20  years  in  exile.  There  he  acquired  great 
experience.  At  Constantinople  he  is  working 
to  establish  a  female  school.  Her  Highness 
attended  by  her  Secretary,  went  in  the  Sultan's 
barge  to  visit  the  school  building  on  the  Asiatic 
side  of  the  Bosphorus.  The  building  is  still 
incomplete,  but  is  very  well  planned,  and  Her 
Highness  liked  it  very  much.  It  has  a  big 
garden  and  is  beautifully  situated.  Her  High- 
ness met  Ahmed  Riza  Bey's  two  sisters  there ; 
both  of  them  are  perfect  ladies,  and  Suleman 
Khanam,  who  was  for  a  long  time  in  Paris 
with  her  brother,  is  a  lady  of  high  education 
and  culture.  Coffee  was  served  here.  These 
ladies  had  asked  Her  Highness  to  dinner,  but 
she  declined  the  invitation  very  tactfully  and 
politely,  lest  she  should  find  it  difficult  to  refuse 
other  invitations. 

We  were  introduced  to  Suleman  Khanam 
as  well  as  to  other  ladies  who  came  to  visit 
Her  Highness.  Turkish  ladies  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
go  to  hotels,  and  it  was  only  for  Her  Highness ' 
sake  that  a  few  of  them  called  on  her  at  the 
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hotel.  My  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan, 
both  in  their  military  uniforms,  went  to  visit  the 
Military  College  at  Constantinople.  The  Im- 
perial princes  too  receive  their  training  here. 
The  officers,  as  well  as  the  cadets,  received  both 
the  brothers  very  warmly  and  insisted  on  their 
being  photographed  in  a  group  with  them. 

VISIT  TO  THE  SULTAN  AND  THE  SULTANA. 

A  visit  to  the  Sultan  was  arranged  by  the 
British  Ambassador,  but  as  he  himself  had  not 
yet  been  presented  to  the  Sultan,  it  was  arranged 
that  he  should  first  have  an  audience  himself 
and  then  introduce  Her  Highness. 

The  Sultan 's  carriages  had  been  in  attend- 
ance on  Her  Highness  since  her  arrival  in 
Constantinople,  but  on  the  day  fixed  for  the 
visit,  the  Imperial  stables  sent  a  special  landau 
for  Her  Highness  and  a  victoria  for  my  brother- 
in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan.  His  Excellency 
Raghib  Pasha  came  to  the  hotel  to  conduct  Her 
Highness  to  the  Palace.  The  golden  gateway  of 
the  outer  enclosure  of  the  Imperial  palace  and 
its  cluster  of  green  foliage  was  a  splendid  sight. 
The  grounds  were  most  tastefully  laid  out,  and 
a  world  quite  different  from  its  surroundings 
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presented  itself.  It  seemed  to  be  the  highest 
water  mark  of  the  artistic  skill  of  French 
garden-planners. 

Her  Highness'  carriage  drove  up  to  the  Palace 
staircase,  and  a  Turkish  officer  in  handsome 
uniform  stepped  forward  to  receive  her.  He 
saluted  Her  Highness  after  the  Turkish  fashion, 
and  having  kissed  her  hand,  walked  in  front  as  a 
guide.  After  many  a  flight  of  stairs  Her  High- 
ness entered  a  gorgeous  hall,  thickly  carpeted. 
The  passage  in  the  hall  was  lined  by  Abyssinian 
servants  on  either  side.  Beyond  this  long  hall 
was  another  short  staircase,  and  beyond  that 
a  labyrinthian  passage  led  into  the  Reception 
Room.  This  room  was  most  magnificently  de- 
corated and  the  chairs  were  upholstered  in  rich 
silk  tapestry.  Here  all  waited  for  the  Sultan. 
A  Khawaja  Sara  (Harem  Orderly)  very  respect- 
fully brought  a  glass  of  Sherbet  on  a  silver 
tray  and  presented  it  to  Her  Highness,  but  she 
declined  it  with  thanks.  Another  Khawaja  Sara 
brought  similar  glasses  to  my  brother-in-law 
and  Hamid  Sultan  who  partook  of  the  beve- 
rage. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  same  Khawaja  Sara 
brought  coffee  in  jewelled  cups.     Her  Highness 
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accepted  a  cup,  but  my    brother-in-law    and 
Hamid  Sultan  declined  the  coffee  with  thanks. 

A  Turkish  Officer  now  came  in,  and  informed 
Her  Highness  that  the  Sultan  was  conversing 
with  the  British  Ambassador,  who  would  present 
Her  Highness  to  His  Majesty  five  minutes  later. 
Her  Highness,  my  brother-in-law  and  Hamid 
Sultan  were  then  admitted  to  the  Imperial  pre- 
sence, and  paid  their  respects  after  the  Turkish 
fashion.  The  Sultan  was  standing  and  my 
brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan  kissed  his 
hand,  and  then  they  all  took  their  seats  on 
chairs. 

The  Sultan  is  simple  in  his  ways  and  ex- 
tremely polite.  He  wore  a  frock-suit  and  a  fez. 
After  a  short  conversation,  His  Majesty  took 
Her  Highness  into  the  Harem  to  see  the 
Sultana.  Her  Highness  tells  me  that,  after  a 
series  of  passages  leading  into  the  harem,  she  saw 
an  array  of  Khawaja  Saras,  which  signified  that 
no  man  could  go  further.  After  this  there  was 
still  another  passage,  guarded  by  maid-servants 
and  with  no  sign  of  even  a  Khawaja  Sara. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  who  is  a  name-sake 
of  our  Prophet,  was  now  Her  Highness'  guide. 
The  long  series  of  passages  over,  he  asked 
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Her  Highness  to  await  the  Sultana,  who  entered 
from  the  gallery,  attended  by  a  harem.  Her 
Highness  exchanged  salaams  with  her.  The 
Sultan  knows  Persian  very  well,  and  acted  as 
interpreter  between  the  Sultana  and  Her  High- 
ness. 

The  Sultana  spoke  in  Turkish,  and  Her 
Highness  in  Persian.  After  a  while,  His 
Majesty  left  the  Harem  saying  in  Persian  that 
Her  Highness  might  remove  her  veil,  and  have  a 
talk  with  the  Sultana,  while  he  was  going  to  have 
coffee  with  the  British  Ambassador  and  the 
Nawabzadas. 

Her  Highness  removed  her  veil,  and  the 
Sultana  embraced  her  as  a  sister.  Conversation 
was  resumed,  and  His  Majesty's  place  as  an 
interpreter  was  taken  by  a  daughter  of  one  of  the 
Sultan 's  Secretaries.  Her  Highness  had  now  to 
speak  in  English.  Tea  and  refreshments  were 
now  served. 

After  this  Her  Highness  came  out  and  Sir 
Lutfi  Bey,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  took  her  High- 
ness, my  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan  into 
the  gardens  of  Dolmah  Baghtche  Palace,  the 
Imperial  residence. 
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DOLMAH  BAGHTCHE  PALACE. 

This  is  an  historical  building  of  the  best 
architecture  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  is 
known  as  the  Pearl  of  the  Bosphorus,  owing  to 
its  beauty.  It  was  built  by  Sultan  Abdul  Majid 
in  1853,  and  Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  too  once  lived 
here.  The  interview  between  the  Kaiser  and 
Sultan  Abdul  Hamid,  in  1898,  took  place  in  this 
Palace.  The  Throne-room  is  situated  in  the 
centre  of  the  building.  A  semi-circle  of  out- 
houses extends  to  some  distance.  The  view  of 
the  palace  overlooking  the  sparkling  waters  of 
the  beautiful  Bosphorus  is  magnificent  beyond 
description. 

THERAPIA. 

After  a  stay  of  about  eight  days  at  the  Pera 
Palace  we  went  to  Therapia  and  put  up  at  the 
Summer  Palace  Hotel  which  overlooks  the 
Black  Sea  end  of  the  Bosphorus.  It  is  a  beauti- 
ful summer  resort.  There  are  small  steamers 
plying  to  and  fro  at  all  hours  of  the  day. 
Besides  Therapia,  there  are  several  places, 
equally  beautiful,  on  the  European  side  of  the 
Bosphorus. 
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THE  MOSQUES  OF  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

The  Turkish  Capital  possesses  numerous 
mosques,  some  of  which  are  extremely  magni- 
ficent. 

The  premier  Mosque  of  Constantinople  is  the 
' '  Masjid-i-Sufia. "  It  is  the  Church  of  St.  Sophia 
which  Sultan  Mohammed  II  after  his  conquest  of 
Constantinople  in  1453  converted  into  a  mosque. 
The  first  prayers  were  offered  in  this  mosque  four 
days  after  the  fall  of  Constantinople  and  addi- 
tions and  alterations  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time.  Ten  years  later  Mohammed  II  laid  the 
foundation  of  another  mosque,  now  known  as 
Masjid-i-Muhammadi.  The  original  building  was 
destroyed  by  an  earthquake  three  hundred 
years  after  its  construction,  and  what  has 
since  replaced  it  hardly  comes  up  to  the  beauty 
of  the  original.  The  tomb  of  Sultan  Mohammed 
II,  the  Conqueror,  is  also  in  this  mosque. 

The  foundation  of  Masjid-i- Ahmad  was  laid 
by  Sultan  Ahemad  I  in  1608,  and  it  took  six  years 
to  build.  The  Sultan  was  so  keen  on  its  speedy 
construction  that  he  used  to  go  personally  once 
a  week  to  take  part  in  the  work.  It  has 
30  domes,  26  pillars  and  6  huge  minarets  with 
a  beautiful  fountain  in  the  centre  of  the 
H,  TE 
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court-yard.  This  mosque  is  236  feet  long  and 
210  feet  wide,  having  an  area  of  50,000  square 
feet.  It  is  unrivalled  for  its  beauty  and  splen- 
dour. The  Muslim  public  having  resented  the 
idea  of  this  mosque  having  six  minarets  (as  many 
as  the  Kaaba  then  had),  the  Sultan  added 
another  minaret  to  the  holy  house  of  Kaaba. 

TURKISH  WOMEN. 

Some  Turkish  ladies  have  taken  to  Euro- 
pean dress  and  mode  of  life.  They  yet  have 
genuine  regard  for  their  religion,  but  '•'  freedom  " 
seems  to  be  on  the  increase.  The  Purdah  system 
is  apparently  on  the  wane. 

My  brother-in-law  and  Hamid  Sultan  visit- 
ed some  of  the  Colleges  and  Schools.  My  brother- 
in-law  said  that  the  management  of  the  schools 
was  very  good  and  that  special  attention  was 
paid  to  cleanliness.  As  the  schools  were  closed 
at  that  time,  no  idea  could  be  formed  of  the 
way  the  students  lived,  yet  from  the  general 
appearance  of  the  boarding-houses  it  was 
evident  that  they  were  very  well  managed. 
The  Principal  of  one  of  the  Colleges  received 
both  the  brothers  very  warmly  and  offered  them 
tea  and  coffee. 
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HOLY  RELICS. 

The  greatest  privilege  which  Her  Highness 
was  allowed  during  her  stay  in  Turkey,  was  her 
visit  to  the  priceless  holy  relics  kept  in  the  Im- 
perial Toshakhana.  A  cloak  actually  worn  by 
the  Prophet  (hallowed  be  his  name)  was  also 
shown  her,  among  other  things.  This  relic  is 
kept  with  the  greatest  possible  care,  and  the  seals 
are  broken  by  the  Sultan  himself  on  the  isth 
of  Ramzan  every  year.  The  precious  relic 
is  sealed  up  again  by  His  Majesty  as  soon  as 
the  people  have  paid  their  reverence  to  it.  The 
Sultan  had  expressed  a  desire  that  Her  Highness 
might  see  the  cloak  unsealed,  but  she  could  not 
prolong  her  stay.  She  was,  however,  able  to  see 
another  genuine  mantle,  kept  by  the  descendants 
of  the  famous  Ovais  of  Qaran. 

Her  Highness  saw  the  sacred  Foot-print 
as  well,  and  was  also  shown  a  manuscript 
of  the  Holy  Koran  written  by  the  Caliph 
Osman  himself.  It  was  while  reading  this 
Koran,  that  the  Caliph  of  the  Faithful  fell  a 
martyr,  and  the  leaves  still  bear  stains  of  the 
precious  blood  that  was  shed.  The  famous  green 
banner  of  Islam  used  by  the  holy  Prophet  at  the 
battles  of  Badr  and  Uhd  is  also  kept  here.  The 
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flag  is  of  green  colour  and  bears  the  holy  Kalima 
with  the  word  "Allah"  here  and  there.  The 
sight  of  this  relic  aroused  feelings  of  awe  and 
reverence  too  deep  for  words. 

Her  Highness  was  also  shown  the  Swords 
of  the  first  four  Caliphs  (Abu  Bakr,  Omar,  Osman 
and  Ali),  and  of  the  other  great  Companions  of 
the  Prophet.  In  an  adjoining  room  was  being 
prepared  the  Sultan's  cover  for  the  Prophet's 
tomb  which  is  sent  every  year.  A  man  of  holy 
appearance  sat  in  a  corner  reading  the  Koran 
and  moving  slightly  to  its  strains.  His  words 
fell  on  the  listeners,  who  sat  silent  and  respectful, 
weaving  the  Holy  Carpet,  and  thinking.  It  was 
a  scene  which  my  humble  pen  cannot  attempt 
to  describe. 

Tea  and  sherbet  were  served  here  to  Her 
Highness'  party  on  behalf  of  the  Sultan. 

From  here  Her  Highness  went  to  see  the 
Imperial  Treasury,  where  she  was  shown  the 
Imperial  Jewels  which  comprise  some  of  the 
rarest  and  most  precious  stones  of  the  world. 
The  collection  was  extremely  interesting  and 
extremely  valuable,  but  the  arrangement  not 
very  tasteful. 
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HER  HIGHNESS*  GENEROSITY  AND  A 
PRICELESS  REWARD. 

We  were  in  Geneva  when  the  news  reach- 
ed us  that  a  terrible  fire  had  occurred  in  Con- 
stantinople. Her  Highness,  for  whom  it  is  im- 
possible to  withhold  sympathy  from  the  poor 
and  the  afflicted,  and  whose  generosity  is  a 
by-word  in  India,  felt  very  grieved  at  the  news, 
and  immediately  sent  £3,000  for  the  relief  of 
the  suffering  Musulmans.  My  brother-in-law 
followed  suit  with  a  generous  donation  of  £150, 
while  Hamid  Sultan  gave  £100. 

Truly,  charity  for  its  own  sake  is  recom- 
pensed even  in  this  world,  besides  the  guerdon 
that  awaits  one  hereafter.  And  Her  Highness 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  gift  she  was  pre- 
sented with.  The  Sultan  gave  Her  Highness 
a  hair  of  the  "  Messenger  of  God  "  and  the 
value  of  the  gift  can  be  appreciated  only  by 
those  who  bear  a  genuine  love  for  him  who 
was  the  greatest  of  all  mankind.  May  the 
Almighty  shower  on  Her  Highness  His  choicest 
blessings  for  the  sake  of  this  sacred  Relic. 

The  humble  writer  of  these  pages  offers  her 
humble  congratulations  to  Her  Highness  and 
her  people,  for  what  could  be  a  greater  honour 
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to  a  Mahomedan  family  than  being  the  proud 
possessors  of  such  a  priceless  gift. 

THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  MAHOMEDANS. 

Her  Highness  says  that  Turkey  has  yet 
many  things  to  learn  and  to  do,  the  Turks  being 
in  almost  all  respects  a  long  way  behind  Europe. 
Her  Highness  admits  that  owing  to  their  reli- 
gious training  they  are  not  wanting  in  Islamic 
civility  and  hospitality,  but  it  is  very  sad  that 
they  have  begun  to  show  a  sort  of  indifference 
to  religion.  Her  Highness  was  specially  struck 
with  this  religious  remissness  which  sometimes 
seemed  to  surpass  what  is  usually  noticed  in 
India. 

The  mosques  are  full  of  learned  theologians. 
The  Turks,  unlike  the  Afghans,  are  not  under 
the  control  of  their  religious  savants.  But  it  is 
these  very  savants  who  are  really  to  blame, 
for  they  have  more  of  prejudice  than  of  good 
manners  enjoined  upon  by  the  holy  Prophet. 

All  exhortation,  as  a  rule,  is  useless,  unless 
it  comes  from  the  heart,  and  little  wonder 
that  the  Turks  do  not  pay  heed  to  these  theo- 
logians, whom  they  find  to  be  taken  up  with 
things  mundane  even  more  than  the  laity.  Such 
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a  priesthood  is  likely  to  exercise  an  evil  in- 
fluence on  the  people,  whose  faith  in  religion 
is  more  or  less  destroyed  by  the  examples  set 
by  these  expounders  of  the  faith.  This  accounts, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  for  the  moral  and 
national  deterioration  of  the  Mahomedans.  It 
is  for  the  like  of  these  expounders  of  Religion 
that  the  Almighty  has  said  in  the  Koran  :— 

'Will  ye  command  men  to  do  justice, 
and  forget  your  own  souls  :  yet  ye  read  the 
hook  :  do  ye  therefore  not  under- 
stand/'* 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  Ulema,  in- 
stead of  simplifying  things,  take  pride  in  mak- 
ing them  more  complicated. 

Haziq-ul-Mulk,  Hakim  Ajmal  Khan  of 
Delhi  discussed  this  subject  with  Her  High- 
ness at  Constantinople,  and  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  if  he  could  publish  his  views  on  this 
subject. 

DEPARTURE   FROM   CONSTANTINOPLE. 

We  were  sorry  we  could  not  stay  in 
Constantinople  for  the  Ramzan.  My  brother- 
in-law  had  gone  back  to  Bad-Nauheim  again, 

*  The  Koran,  cap  n. 
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and  as  we  were  afraid  Jerusalem  would  be  very 
hot  and  unhealthy,  the  idea  of  a  visit  to  that 
place  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Her  Highness  took  leave  of  the  Sultan 
and  we  left  for  Budapest,  the  Prophet's  hair 
having  been  sent  to  Egypt  in  the  custody  of 
Her  Highness'  Secretary,  Mr.  Abdus-Samad 
Khan  who  made  arrangements  with  special 
care  for  the  priceless  relic  being  landed  respect- 
fully at  Alexandria  and  transhipped  to  a 
P.  &  O.  boat  at  Port  Said  in  charge  of  a  trust- 
worthy man  he  had  sent  for  from  Arabia. 

BUDAPEST. 

Budapest  is  a  beautiful  city.  It  has  its 
own  government  and  its  own  Parliament, 
although  nominally  it  is  under  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  and  it  is  feared  that  after  the  death 
of  the  present  Emperor,  Budapest  will  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Austria.  Buda- 
pest is  the  capital  of  Hungary,  and  had  once 
been  conquered  by  the  Turks  who  had  ad- 
vanced even  to  the  walls  of  Vienna,  but  it  is 
long  since  the  Hungarians  severed  all  connec- 
tion with  the  Turks.  Signs  of  Mahomedan 
rule  are,  however,  still  to  be  found  here  as  in 
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Spain.  Even  mosques  are  to  be  seen*  Such 
sights  naturally  give  rise  to  sad  thoughts  in  a 
Mussalman's  mind. 

When  the  Mahomedans  lost  good  manners, 
courage,  justice  and  sympathy,  and  contrary 
to  the  commands  of  God  and  His  Prophet  paid 
no  heed  to  cultivating  arts,  acquiring  education 
and  developing  sciences,  the  only  result  that 
could  be  expected  was  downfall  and  decay. 
They  lost  their  conquests,  and  the  world  be- 
gan to  despise  them.  Some  attribute  this  to 
'  predestination '  (Kismet)  and  find  consola- 
tion in  that  belief,  but  they  don  Jt  know  they 
are  misinterpreting  that  word.  The  Holy 
Koran  repeatedly  says  that  individual  endea- 
vour alone  is  the  surest  guarantee  of  success. 
This  is  a  world  of  cause  and  effect ;  "  Kismet  " 
is  only  another  name  for  the  natural  '  effect  ' 
of  the  "  cause/' 

This  subject  is,  however,  much  too  complex 
for  me,  so  I  shall  only  quote  a  few  of  Maulana 
Hali's  verses  from  the  "  Tohafat-ul-Akhwan." 

"  If  precept,  Friend,  you  would  not  disavow, 

"Believe  this  world's  a  world  of  causes.     Now, 

*'  No  lowly  blade,  no  lofty  mountain  peak, 
14  No  atom  nor  the  sun,  but  all  bespeak  : 
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•'  There's  nanght  but  Cause's  mighty  chain 

"  Doth  hold  and  holds  it  all  amain, 
44  Not  a  leaflet  moves  in  forest  green, 

"  Without  the  *  infinite*  links  of  cause  unseen. 
**  God  doubtless  can  strip  Cause  of  its  effect, 

"  But  He  th  '  Eternal's  free  from  this  defect. 
**  If  ocean  steameth  not,  no  clouds  appear, 

"If  raineth  not  and  all  the  crops  are  sear. 
"  This  Law,  eternal  Law,  is  binding  far, 

"  On  earth  and  likewise  on  the  brightest  star." 

We  have  a  foreign  government  in  India, 
and  its  members  belong  to  a  religion  different 
to  ours,  but  ever  since  we  came  under  the  pro- 
tection of  British  Rule,  we  have  made  steady 
progress  under  the  just  and  sympathetic  gov- 
ernance of  that  great  nation.  The  welfare  of 
the  people  and  the  progress  of  education  are 
the  first  care  of  that  government,  and  although 
India  cannot  yet  hope  to  compete  with  Europe, 
the  progress,  both  educational  and  economical, 
that  India  has  made  is,  nevertheless,  marvellous, 
and  we  hope  that  some  day  the  kindly  endea- 
vours of  our  rulers  will  place  us  on  the  same 
level  with  Europe. 

The  Ottoman  Empire,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  spite  of  its  being  a  Mahomedan  Powerr 
betrays  signs  not  at  all  pleasant  to  contemplate. 
The  new  liberal  regime  may  avert  the  storm, 
if  only  the  men  at  the  helm  would  keep  justice, 
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equality,   sympathy,   patriotism   and  national 
well-being  prominently  in  view. 

The  foregoing  remarks  might  lead  my 
sister  readers  to  imagine  that  I  had  ventured 
to  discuss  these  questions  although  I  am  young 
and  inexperienced  and  I  fear  some  would  even 
say  that  I  had  merely  tried  to  be  verbose,  but, 
truth  to  tell,  it  is  all  due  to  the  training  Her 
Highness  has  given  me,  and  my  opinion  is 
nothing  save  what  I  have  learnt  from  Her 
Highness  —  so  that  these  are  all  Her  High- 
ness' ideas  dressed  in  my  words.  Her  Highness 
gives  me  lessons  in  almost  all  subjects  that 
interest  her,  and  she  does  so  in  such  an  impres- 
sive manner  that  I  can  never  forget  her  thoughts. 
To  make  sure  that  I  have  understood  her 
meaning  thoroughly,  she  puts  many  questions 
to  me  and  I  have  to  answer  them.  I  have 
derived  incalculable  benefit  from  her  teach- 
ing and  I  spare  no  pains  to  understand  Her 
Highness'  views  as  well  as  to  form  my  own 
opinions  about  the  things  she  explains  to  me. 
And  this  is  the  kind  of  education  that  really 
prepares  men  and  women  for  this  world.  If 
children  were,  from  the  first,  taught  to  learn 
useful  things,  and  to  cultivate  courage,  self- 
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respect,  sympathy  and  self-control,  all  national 
misfortunes  would  disappear.  The  Europeans 
are  also  human  beings  like  ourselves,  but  look 
at  the  way  they  are  acquiring  knowledge ;  it 
is  all  due  to  the  European  mothers  being  so 
well  educated.  Every  European  boy  learns  at 
his  mother's  knees  during  his  childhood  all 
things  worth  knowing  and  acquires  a  taste  for 
knowledge. 

To  return  to  our  visit  to  Budapest.  Ma- 
dame Zbonasky  (wife  of  a  Professor)  came  to 
see  Her  Highness.  A  relative  of  this  Madame, 
a  Hungarian  Engineer,  had  met  Her  Highness 
at  Therapia,  and  had  written  and  asked  her 
to  call  on  Her  Highness.  The  Madame  and 
her  daughter  are  very  polite  ladies  and  they 
met  us  like  old  friends. 

Our  lady  doctor  having  gone  to  London 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  education  of 
her  children,  Her  Highness  was  rather  anxious 
about  us,  specially  because  my  sister-in- 
law,  Shahryar-Dulhan  Sahiba,  was  not  very 
well.  Our  new  friend  introduced  a  lady 
doctor  of  Budapest  to  us  and  she  examined 
and  prescribed  some  medicine  for  my  sister- 
in-law. 
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Here  we  got  a  letter  from  my  brother-in- 
law  saying  that  he  was  going  to  Paris,  and  that 
Her  Highness  might,  if  she  pleased,  pay  a 
visit  to  Venice  which  is  within  easy  reach  of 
Brindisi,  whence  it  would  be  convenient  to 
cross  over  to  Egypt.  My  brother-in-law  had 
not  seen  Paris  well  up  to  this  time.  He  was 
not  very  well  when  we  were  there. 

Her  Highness  was  fatigued  owing  to  the 
fasts  of  the  Ramzan  as  well  as  the  lengthy 
journey  we  had  had,  and  so  she  did  not  go  out 
sight-seeing  in  Budapest.  She  only  called  on 
the  British  Minister,  and  Hamid  Sultan  intro- 
duced Professor  Vambery  to  her. 

Professor  Vambery  is  a  well-known  man. 
He  is  an  Arabic  and  a  Turkish  scholar,  and 
knows  many  languages  of  Europe  and  Asia. 
He  is  about  80  years  old  and  was  born  lame. 
He  was  once  in  the  Sultan 's  Service  at  Con- 
stantinople, and  has  also  been  to  Persia  and 
Central  Asia.  He  has  written  several  books 
on  his  travels.  His  parents  were  Jews,  but 
he  himself  is  a  Christian.  He  seems  to  have 
a  genuine  sympathy  for  Mahomedans,  and  is 
always  writing  on  Islam  and  the  Muslim 
Kingdoms.  Her  Highness  was  very  pleased  to 
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make  his  acquaintance,  and  had  a  long  con- 
versation with  him. 

Madame  Zbonasky  told  us  that  there  were 
only  four  lady  doctors  in  Hungary.  We  have 
them  by  the  dozen  in  some  provinces  of  India. 
The  reason  probably  is  that  in  Europe  there 
is  no  great  demand  for  lady  doctors,  as  gentle- 
men doctors  attend  to  ladies  also.  Even  in 
Turkey  men  doctors  are  often  called  in ;  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  a  country  governed  by 
Mahomedans,  and  where  purdah,  however  nom- 
inal, is  yet  observed  as  a  religious  injunction, 
should  not  have  a  single  lady  doctor,  and 
should  allow  its  women  to  be  attended  to  by 
men  doctors.  I  feel  rather  ashamed  of  saying 
all  this,  but  it  is  wrong  not  to  tell  one 's  co-reli- 
gionists their  weak  points  and  shortcomings. 

India  is  ruled  by  foreigners  who  profess  a 
religion  different  to  our  own,  but  they  have, 
with  due  regard  for  our  religious  sentiments 
and  customs,  provided  hundreds  of  lady  doctors 
for  us.  There  are  those  who  have  a  European 
training,  besides  others  who  are  trained  in 
India.  We  have  hundreds  of  Zenana  hospi- 
tals where  strict  purdah  is  observed  in  the 
treatment  of  Zenana  patients,  and  women 
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alone  attend  to  the  needs  and  requirements 
of  visitors.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  value  of 
our  British  Government  is  brought  home  to  us 
by  visiting  foreign  countries. 

When  you  go  out  of  India,  you  should  not 
study  what  the  European  Kingdoms  do  for  their 
own  people,  everybody  does  all  he  can  to  help 
his  kith  and  kin.  You  should  see  how  they 
treat  those  who  belong  to  other  countries 
and  other  religions  and  what  they  do  for  the 
well-being  of  such  people. 

The  liberty,  peace,  security  and  sympathy 
that  is  met  with  in  India  cannot  be  found  in 
any  other  country  ruled  by  foreigners  of  a 
different  religion. 

When  Budapest  was  under  Mahomedan 
rule  a  certain  Moslem  monk,  Gul  Baba  by  name, 
visited  the  place  and  died  there.  He  was 
buried  at  Budapest  and  his  tomb  is  kept  in 
good  condition  by  the  orders  of  the  Austrian 
Emperor,  in  accordance  with  a  clause  of  the 
Treaty  concluded  in  1690,  when  Budapest 
passed  out  of  the  hands  of  Turkey.  Gul  Baba's 
name  is  held  in  great  respect  here.  It  is  said 
that  the  rose  was  introduced  into  Europe  by 
this  hermit.  The  hill  on  which  the  tomb  stands 
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is  known  as  the  Rose  Hill.  The  tomb  was  built 
by  a  Turkish  Officer,  Mahomed  Pasha,  in  1545. 

During  our  stay  in  Budapest  Her  High- 
ness visited  Madame  Zbonasky.  We  had  heard 
a  great  deal  about  her  garden,  called  "The 
Palace  Garden  "  which  is  really  very  charming. 
Madame  Zbonasky  has  a  Japanese  gardener  who 
has  made  the  garden  look  very  pretty.  The 
garden  Her  Highness  liked  most  of  all  in  Europe 
is  the  one  she  saw  at  Frankfurt  in  Germany, 
near  Bad-Nauheim. 

There  are  several  technical  schools  at 
Budapest,  and  the  scientific  laboratories  are 
very  well  equipped.  The  artists  of  Budapest 
are  well  known,  and  the  place  is  also  noted  for 
its  excellent  brocades  and  mosaic  work. 

A  peak  of  the  Alps — these  mountains 
extend  over  almost  the  whole  of  Central  Europe 
— is  very  interesting  and  is  frequented  by 
tourists.  There  are  hot  springs  and  cata- 
racts on  this  mountain. 

Agriculture  is  the  chief  occupation  of  the 
people,  but  Budapest  is  a  big  trade  centre  also. 

The  City  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  and  has  some  magnificient  hotels 
and  other  buildings. 
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VENICE. 

After  leaving  Budapest,  we  arrived  at 
Venice.  Hamid  Sultan  here  took  leave  of  Her 
Highness  to  go  out  sight-seeing  for  a  few  hours. 

Venice  is  a  very  beautiful  place  surrounded 
by  a  canal.  The  famous  " Lagoon  Bridge" 
(397  yards  by  10  yards)  spans  this  grand  canal 
in  232  arches;  1,200,000  stone  slabs  and 
20,000,000  bricks  were  used  in  the  construction 
of  this  bridge.  The  train  takes  half  an  hour 
to  go  over  the  bridge,  and  immediately  enters 
the  railway  station.  Boats  or  gondolas,  as 
they  are  called,  are  to  be  had  on  hire  close  to 
the  station,  and  take  the  place  of  cabs  to  take 
passengers  to  their  houses. 

Instead  of  roads  and  alleys,  there  are  small 
canals  traversed  by  gondolas.  There  are  378 
bridges  and  146  canals  in  the  city.  The  boat- 
men are  very  clever,  and  show  great  skill  in 
taking  their  gondolas  through  the  narrowest 
canals. 

Venice  has  never  seen  a  horse.  Milk  and 
meat  come  from  a  distance  of  five  miles.  Dogs, 
however,  are  to  be  found  in  the  city. 

All  the  royal  palaces  are  built  of  marble, 

and  their  pinnacles  look  like  ships1  masts.    There 
H,  TE  9 
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are  some  buildings  here  which  are  splendid 
specimens  of  ancient  architecture. 

Venice  is  really  a  wonderful  place  and 
bears  testimony  to  the  artistic  skill  of  the 
Romans.  The  city,  however,  is  very  filthy. 
Venice  is  a  naval  station  too  and  its  approaches 
are  well  guarded. 

Abler  pens  than  mine  have  described  the 
places  of  interest  at  Venice,  so  I  need  not  say 
more  about  this  interesting  city. 

It  was  a  wet  day  and  Hamid  Sultan  could 
not,  therefore,  see  much.  When  he  came  back 
he  was  drenched  from  head  to  foot. 

Our  train  left  Venice  at  8  in  the  evening, 
and  it  continued  raining  all  the  night. 

FLORENCE. 

In  the  morning  we  had  an  opportunity  to 
see  the  environments  of  Florence.  The  hills  are 
wonderfully  charming.  The  trees  looked  as 
if  they  were  one  long  piece  of  beautiful  sea- 
green  satin. 

On  arrival  at  Florence,  we  took  rooms  at  the 
Minerva  Hotel.  There  was  a  church  close  by. 
One  day  at  4  o  'clock  we  heard  great  shouts  of 
the  Italian  equivalent  for  "  God  save  the,  King/' 
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We  thought  it  was  an  extraordinary  gathering, 
and  looked  out  of  our  windows  and  saw  immense 
crowds  of  people.  There  was  a  large  sprinkling 
of  soldiers  in  the  crowd,  and  their  friends  and 
relatives  were  also  to  be  seen  with  them. 
We  then  learnt  from  Her  Highness  and  the 
Lady  Manager  of  the  hotel  that  troops  were 
being  mobilized  owing  to  Italy  having  declared 
war  against  Turkey,  and  that  people  had 
gathered  together  in  the  church  to  offer  prayers 
for  victory,  and  to  invoke  Divine  blessings  on 
the  Italian  Army.  The  friends  and  relations 
of  the  soldiers  were  present  to  bid  them 
good-bye,  and  to  pray  for  them. 

Florence  looks  a  pretty  place.  It  is  noted 
for  its  marble  statues.  Hamid  Sultan  purchased 
a  few  for  the  Rahat  Manzil  Palace  at  Bhopal. 
Some  of  those  statues  are  of  the  illus- 
trious personages  of  ancient  history  and  others 
are  replicas  of  the  masterpieces  of  the  old 
school  of  Greek  sculpture.  One  of  them  is  the 
statue  of  the  famous  Queen  Cleopatra, 
who  committed  suicide  by  getting  herself 
bitten  by  a  snake,  and  another  is  the  likeness 
of  the  brave  Joan  of  Arc,  a  French  girl,  who 
fought  for  the  independence  of  her  country. 
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The  statues  may  be  objected  to  from  a 
religious  point  of  view.  But  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  "  motive )J  is  the  most  im- 
portant factor  in  the  eyes  of  religion  in  such 
matters.  We  have  absolutely  no  regard  for  these 
statues  other  than  what  we  would  have  for 
masterpieces  of  the  sculptor 's  art,  and  we  do  not, 
therefore,  come  within  the  purview  of  the  reli- 
gious injunctions  against  statues  and  pictures. 

The  2Oth  of  September  is  a  day  of  great 
rejoicing  in  this  city.  The  country  was  former- 
ly made  up  of  several  petty  States,  and  it 
was  on  the  2Oth  of  September  that  these  States 
were  united  into  one  great  kingdom.  The 
anniversary  of  the  day  is  therefore  observed  as  a 
holiday  by  the  people. 

Her  Highness  went  round  the  city  in  a 
motor-car.  She  met  several  bodies  of  the 
Italian  troops  ready  to  embark  for  Tripoli. 

A  monument  has  lately  been  built  here 
over  the  ashes  of  some  Indian  Raja,  who  died 
during  his  travels.  It  is  a  beautiful  little 
building,  and  there  is  also  a  statue  of  the  Raja 
who  died  there. 

We  celebrated  our  Id-ul-fitr  in  Florence. 
We  are  glad  we  were  able  to  keep  our  fasts 
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even  during  our  travels,  and  by  the  grace  of 
God,  we  had  no  trouble  whatever  in  doing  so, 
probably  because  the  anxiety  about  the  due 
performance  of  a  religious  duty  does  not  allow 
of  any  trouble  being  felt.  We  were,  at  the  same 
time,  a  little  sorry  that  we  had  to  celebrate  the 
Id  so  far  away  from  home.  Although  Her  High- 
ness, my  sister-in-law,  Birjis  Jahan  Begam 
and  Sahibzada  Wahid-uz-Zafar  Khan  were  all 
there,  we  yet  had  a  peculiar  feeling  on  that  day. 
Our  dear  ones  being  far,  far  away,  the  happy 
day  of  the  Id  did  not  bring  us  half  the  usual 
pleasure. 

The  following  day  my  brother-in-law  return- 
ed from  Paris  and  we  felt  a  new  spirit  infused 
into  us. 

At  Florence  Her  Highness  received  a  letter 
from  Hakim  Nurul  Hasan,  the  Chief  Physician 
at  Bhopal,  saying  that  plague  had  broken  out 
at  Bhopal.  Her  Highness  was  extremely  grieved 
at  the  news,  and  was  very  anxious  about  her 
people.  vSeveral  other  letters  brought  the  same 
news,  and  Her  Highness  resolved  to  return  to 
Bhopal  at  once.  She  gave  orders  for.  our 
passages  being  immediately  engaged,  but  Messrs. 
Thos.  Cook  &  Son  informed  her  that  there  were 
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no  berths  available  in  the  boat  from  Brindisi 
that  week,  and  that  we  must  wait  till  the  next. 
We  then  left  Florence  for  Brindisi.  On  the 
way  we  met  several  trains  full  of  regiments 
going  to  Tripoli.  All  the  men  looked  sorry 
and  pulled  down,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  poor 
fellows  were  going  to  the  front  against  their  will. 
On  a  big  station,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten, 
we  saw  a  large  crowd  waiting  for  a  Military 
Special  train.  These  people,  too,  had  probably 
come  to  bid  good-bye  to  the  soldiers  ordered  to 
the  front. 

BRINDISI. 

At  Brindisi  we  found  that  the  steamer 
about  to  sail  was  the  P.  &  0.  mail  boat  "  Isis." 
It  is  a  very  small  boat  and  we  were  afraid  she 
would  roll  badly  in  rough  weather.  Her  High- 
ness, therefore,  thought  of  going  to  Marseilles 
so  that  we  might  embark  on  a  larger  boat  there. 
But  we  feared  that  should  we  not  get  a  good 
boat  at  Marseilles  at  once,  our  return  to  India 
would  be  delayed.  Meanwhile  the  wife  of  the 
Captain  of  the  "  Isis  "  came  to  see  Her  Highness 
and  we  learnt  from  her  that  the  weather  was 
always  good  at  that  time  of  the  year  in  the 
Mediterranean. 
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Here,  again,  we  received  more  letters  from 
Bhopal  conveying  the  news  that  plague  had 
got  much  worse  and  that  the  people  were  panic- 
stricken.  Her  Highness  now  felt  very  anxious 
to  return  to  her  State,  and  changed  her  mind 
about  going  via  Marseilles. 

Hamid  Sultan  was  desirous  of  seeing  Egypt, 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  interval  of  three  or 
four  days,  that  we  would  have,  prior  to  sailing 
from  Port  Said  for  India,  should  be  given  to 
sight-seeing  in  Egypt. 

We  got  on  board  the  "  Isis  "  at  night. 
She  was  to  sail  at  6  o  'clock.  At  three  the  weather 
became  cloudy  and  fierce  winds  began  to  blow. 
Peals  of  thunder  and  sharp  flashes  of  lightning 
signified  the  approach  of  a  storm.  The  boat  set 
sail  at  the  appointed  time,  and,  after  an  hour, 
she  was  being  buffeted  about  by  the  waves 
and  tossing  from  side  to  side  just  as  a  pigeon 
wriggles  when  it  is  slaughtered.  Passengers 
on  board  began  to  get  sea-sick.  There  were  60 
altogether.  Amongst  us  every  body  except 
Her  Highness,  Hamid  Sultan,  Mr.  Liakat  Ali, 
and  Maksudan,  the  maid-servant,*  was  sick. 

*  Khan  Bahadur   Munshi  Israr  Hasan  Khan,  C.I.E.,  Judicial 
Minister  to  Her  Highness. 
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The  Nasir-ul-Moham  Sahib,*  too,  was  re- 
ported to  be  very  sick.  He  lay  in  his  cabin 
with  the  Holy  Koran  on  his  bosom  offering 
prayers  for  divine  forgiveness. 

Her  Highness  and  Hamid  Sultan  were  well, 
but  they,  too,  were  greatly  disturbed  on  our 
account  and  were  constantly  looking  after  us. 

Birjis  Jahan  Begam  and  Sahibzada  Wahid- 
uz-Zafar  Khan  were  in  charge  of  the  stewardess. 
On  enquiry  we  learnt  from  the  officers  of  the 
ship  that  the  bad  weather  was  expected  to 
continue  till  about  4  o  'clock,  and  that  we  would 
have  a  change  for  the  better  after  the  ship  has 
passed  the  hills.  And  of  a  truth  when  at 
4  o'clock  we  approached  the  hills,  we  felt 
better.  Had  it  been  a  large  ship,  the  passen- 
gers, I  think,  would  not  have  felt  the  weather 
so  much.  We  met  a  big  Italian  liner  on  the 
way,  and  she  seemed  to  be  quite  calm  and 
happy  in  the  storm. 

Mr.  Payne  met  us  on  board  the  "  Mantua/' 
He  said  that  the  moment  he  had  heard  that 
Her  Highness  was  to  sail  from  Brindisi,  he 
feared  we  would  meet  with  great  discomfort, 

*  Khan  Bahadur  Munshi  Israr  Hasan  Khan,    C.I.E.,  Judicial 
Minister  to  Her  Highness. 
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for  the  mail-boat  is  a  very  small  vessel,  and 
fares  badly  in  rough  weather. 

PORT  SAID. 

On  arrival  at  Port  Said  our  boat  was  put  in 
quarantine,  the  Egyptian  Government  having 
imposed  quarantine  on  all  ships  from  Brindisi 
owing  to  an  outbreak  of  cholera  at  Venice  and 
Constantinople.  The  Foreign  Department  had 
moved  the  Egyptian  Government  to  exempt 
our  party  from  quarantine  regulations,  but  no 
exemption  was  allowed.  It  was  very  hot  and 
we  found  the  quarantine  time  very  uncom- 
fortable. 

Her  Highness  got  a  cablegram  from  my 
elder  brother-in-law  Nawab  Mahomed  Nasrullah 
Khan,  saying  that  plague  was  very  bad  at 
Bhopal,  and  that  the  death-rate  had  gone  up  to 
150  a  day.  This  made  Her  Highness  very  un- 
happy and  she  did  not  at  all  like  to  go  ashore 
sight-seeing.  Her  one  great  desire  was  to 
return  to  Bhopal  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
people,  too,  were  anxious  that  Her  Highness 
should  soon  return  so  that  they  might  find 
comfort  by  her  presence  in  their  midst.  Her 
Highness  sent  a  cablegram  to  my  elder  brother- 
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in-law  asking  him  to  leave  Bhopal  and  to  await 
our  arrival  at  Bombay.  It  was  necessary  for 
us  to  remain  at  Port  Said  for  a  few  days  and 
there  wait  for  a  boat  that  would  take  us  to 
India.  Her  Highness  also  received  a  telegram 
from  Lord  Kitchener  saying  that  he  was  in 
Cairo  and  hoped  that  Her  Highness  would  see 
him  there. 

One  of  His  Excellency 's  Secretaries  who  was 
a  fellow-passenger  with  us  on  board  the  "  Isis,  " 
had  told  Her  Highness  that  Lord  Kitchener 
was  looking  forward  to  meet  Her  Highness 
at  Cairo.  I  presume  that  all  my  educated 
sisters  are  acquainted  with  the  name  of  Lord 
Kitchener.  He  was  for  some  time  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  in  India,  and  is  a 
great  soldier.  As  the  Commander-in-Chief 
in  India,  he  visited  Bhopal  as  a  guest 
of  Her  Highness,  and  has  since  been  a  great 
friend  of  hers.  It  was  impossible  for  Her 
Highness  to  come  to  Port  Said  and  not  to  see 
Lord  Kitchener. 

VISIT  TO  CAIRO. 

Her  Highness  informed  Lord  Kitchener  of 
her  intention  and  he  informed  the  Khedive. 
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The  Khedive  sent  his  own  saloon  to  Port 
Said  and  instructed  the  Governor,  an  Egyptian 
gentleman,  to  wait  upon  Her  Highness. 

The  Governor  is  a  very  polite  gentleman. 
He  had  invited  my  brother-in-law  and  Hamid 
Sultan  to  breakfast,  and  both  the  brothers 
went  to  his  place  accompanied  by  the  Nasir-ul- 
Moham  Saheb.  On  their  return  from  there  our 
train  left  for  Cairo.  The  station  at  Cairo  is  a 
very  beautiful  building.  Arrangements  for  our 
reception  had  been  made  by  the  orders  of  the 
Egyptian  Government. 

The  Khedive  was  represented  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Lord  Kitchener  by  his  assistant. 
After  the  usual  introductions,  and  a  formal 
conversation,  Her  Highness  motored  to  the 
famous  Shepherd's  Hotel.  My  brother-in-law 
and  Hamid  Sultan  had  stayed  on  at  Port  Said 
to  make  arrangements  for  us,  and  Her  Highness 
was  accompanied  by  the  Nasir-ul-Moham  Saheb. 
After  the  platform  had  been  cleared  of  all 
men,  we  got  into  closed  carriages  and  drove 
to  the  hotel.  The  hotel  is  a  magnificent  one  ; 
the  flooring  is  of  marble  and  the  rooms  are  beau- 
tifully furnished  and  very  comfortable.  Lord 
Kitchener  had  sent  an  Egyptian  guide  to  show 
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us  the  places  of  interest.  Her  Highness  saw 
the  mosques  and  also  paid  a  visit  to  the  Pyramids 
which  are  30  in  number,  and  rank  among  the 
wonders  of  the  world.  The  exact  date  of  the 
construction  of  the  pyramids  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained,  but  some  historians  regard  them 
as  having  been  built  by  an  Egyptian  King 
even  before  Noah 's  Deluge.  They  are  largely 
made  of  granite  slabs  and  are  really  marvellous 
structures,  standing  on  a  square  base  and 
tapering  upwards  to  an  apex.  The  great  archi- 
tects of  to-day  cannot  understand  how  in  those 
ancient  days  it  was  possible  to  haul  these 
huge  slabs  (more  than  a  yard  thick  and  several 
yards  long  and  broad)  up  to  such  a  great  height. 
It  is  rather  difficult  to  climb  over  these 
pyramids,  each  of  the  several  '  layers  '  of  plat- 
form being  about  4  feet  in  thickness. 

The  Egyptians,  however,  are  well  practised 
in  climbing  and  they  take  tourists  up  to  the 
very  top.  The  largest  pyramid  is  450  or  451 
feet  high.  The  Caliph  Mamun  Rashid  had  one 
of  the  pyramids  dismantled  to  find  out  if  there 
was  anything  hidden  beneath  them,  but  nothing 
was  discovered  except  walls  2  yards  thick. 
The  dismantled  portion  is  still  to  be  seen.  Her 
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Highness  went  to  visit   some  holy  shrines  at 
night,  and  we  accompanied  her. 

We  said  Fateha*  over  the  burial  place  of  the 
greatest  of  great  Martyrs,  Imam  Hussain,  also 
over  the  tombs  of  Bibi  Sakina,  Bibi  Zainab  and 
Bibi  Nafisa,  names  familiar  to  every  student  of 
Mahomedan  history.  We  were  also  shown  a  hair 
and  a  mantle  of  our  Prophet,  as  well  as  a  copy 
of  the  Koran  written  by  the  Caliph  Osman. 

There  is  a  place  in  Cairo  where  Bibi  Sakina 
said  her  prayers.  It  is  said  that  a  deep  cavity 
has  been  formed  in  the  stone  which  she  used 
to  touch  with  her  forehead  in  her  prostrations, 
and  it  is  popularly  believed  that  the  sick  are 
healed  by  licking  this  mark.  My  brother-in- 
law  and  Hamid  Sultan  went  to  see  this  place. 
They  said  that  people  kept  on  licking  until  their 
tongues  and  lips  began  to  bleed,  and  one  person 
followed  another  in  quick  succession  after 
wiping  off  his  predecessor's  blood  with  lemon 
juice.  The  belief  is  so  strong  that  no  aversion 
is  felt  to  licking  the  cavity  which  is  never  en- 
tirely free  from  human  blood.  One  would  think 
that  this  involves  the  danger  of  contracting 
contagious  diseases. 

*  Prayers  offered  for  the  departed. 
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Her  Highness  also  wished  to  visit  the  place 
where  Joseph  had  been  kept  a  prisoner,  but  the 
building  was  reported  to  be  in  ruins,  nothing 
having  been  done  for  its  maintenance. 

Her  Highness  did  not  find  time  to  visit 
the  Jama-i-Azhar,  although  she  was  very  desir- 
ous of  seeing  this  ancient  seminary.  Her  High- 
ness was,  however,  greatly  interested  in  what 
she  heard  about  it.  Mahomed  Ali  Pasha, 
brother  of  the  Khedive,  takes  great  interest 
in  this  institution.  Her  Highness  made  a 
handsome  donation  to  the  funds  of  the 
Al-Azhar. 

There  are  some  very  old  and  sacred 
mosques  in  Cairo,  but  they  are  mostly  in 
dilapidated  condition.  Mahomet  Ali  Pasha  was 
collecting  funds  for  repairing  a  mosque  built 
by  Ibn-ul-Aas.  Her  Highness  subscribed  £20 
towards  it. 

Lord  Kitchener  paid  a  visit  to  Her  High- 
ness, and  Her  Highness  returned  the  visit. 
His  Excellency's  residence  is  very  pleasantly 
situated,  but  the  house  was  still  incomplete. 
Her  Highness  had  a  long  friendly  conversation 
with  His  Excellency.  Mahomed  Ali  Pasha 
also  called  on  Her  Highness.  Her  Highness 
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says  that  this  nobleman  has  a  genuine  love  for 
learning.  He  was  talking  long  on  educational 
matters. 

Her  Highness  could  not  see  the  Khedive, 
who  was  away  at  Alexandria. 

The  "  Mantua  "  was  expected  shortly  and 
Her  Highness  was  in  a  hurry  to  leave  for  India. 
The  Khedive  had  made  enquiries  about  Her 
Highness 's  departure  and  was  informed  that  she 
would  leave  for  India  very  soon. 

The  Khedive 's  saloon  was  again  placed  at 
Her  Highness 's  disposal  for  the  return  journey. 
Dinner,  too,  was  served  in  the  saloon  on  the 
Khedive 's  behalf,  and  the  same  marks  of  honour 
were  shown  at  the  time  of  our  departure  as 
on  our  arrival.  Her  Highness  conveyed  her 
thanks  to  the  Khedive  through  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  rewarded  the  Police  for  their  splendid 
arrangements.  All  the  donations  and  presents 
were  sent  to  Lord  Kitchener. 

Our  passages  had  been  engaged  by  the 
"  Mantua/'  and  it  was  thought  that  we  would 
embark  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening.  But  as  it 
was  impossible  to  get  into  the  ship  until  the 
hours  of  quarantine  were  over,  it  was  probable 
that  our  embarkation  might  be  delayed  till 
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early  next  morning.  Hamid  Sultan  was  sent 
to  make  enquiries,  and  with  some  difficulty  got 
the  Captain  to  agree  to  our  embarkation  at  night, 
and  we  got  on  board  the  ship  at  midnight. 
The  "  Mantua  "  weighed  anchor  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  Governor  of  Port  Said 
came  on  board  the  boat  to  say  good-bye  to 
Her  Highness  on  behalf  of  the  Khedive. 

The  night  we  embarked  on  board  the  ship, 
Her  Highness  had  accepted  the  Governor's 
invitation  to  his  palace.  Owing,  however,  to 
the  subsequent  arrangements  for  our  embark- 
ation, Her  Highness  could  not  fulfil  her  pro- 
mise and  Hamid  Sultan  expressed  regret  on 
behalf  of  Her  Highness  to  the  Governor,  both 
verbally  and  by  means  of  a  letter.  Her 
Highness 's  Secretary,  Mr.  Abdus  Samad  Khan, 
who  had  come  to  Egypt  from  Constantinople  to 
arrange  for  the  priceless  holy  relics  being  sent 
off  to  India,  joined  Her  Highness 's  party  at 
Port  Said. 

To  INDIA. 

At  10  in  the  morning  the  "  Mantua  "  set 
sail.  As  soon  as  we  were  out  of  the  Suez  Canal, 
the  Captain  said  he  had  received  intimation 
of  a  storm  forming  ahead. 
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A  message  had  been  received  from  Aden 
saying  that  a  cyclone  was  to  be  expected. 
Cyclones  at  sea  are  very  dangerous.  It  was  a 
dreadful  night.  The  light-houses  on  the  Red 
Sea  coast  had  been  extinguished  by  the  Turks 
on  account  of  the  Italo-Turkish  War,  for 
the  Italian  men-of-war  were  cruising  to 
capture  Turkish  ships.  The  danger  of  the 
storm  was,  however,  averted  by  the  grace 
of  God,  and  we  had  good  weather  all  the  way. 

On  leaving  Aden,  the  Captain  got  another 
message  that  another  cyclone  was  threatening 
from  the  direction  of  Karachi  coast,  and  that 
the  ship  should  be  steered  very  cautiously  ; 
otherwise  she  would  be  thrown  back  500  miles. 
When  this  news  reached  us  we  were  looking  at 
the  sea  through  our  port-holes.  The  sea  was 
calm  and  looked  as  clear  and  bright  as  a  sheet 
of  glass.  The  sun  was  setting  and  the  soft  light 
of  the  sea  was  an  attractive  sight.  The  purple, 
yellow  and  red  clouds  in  the  sky  looked 
beautiful.  While  we  were  enjoying  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  ocean,  the  steward  came  and  told 
us  to  close  our  port-hole,  for  strong  winds  were 
expected  and  water  might  come  into  the  cabin, 

if  port-holes  remained  open. 

H,  TE  10 
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Her  Highness  had  once  told  me  that  a 
calm  sea  foreboded  a  storm,  but  she  had  never 
mentioned  a  cyclone.  The  wind  was  coming 
from  north,  port-holes  facing  that  side  had  to 
be  closed,  but  those  towards  the  south  were 
kept  open.  It  was  quite  calm  on  our  side, 
but  the  wind  was  dashing  water  against  the 
port-holes  opposite,  and  we  were  rather  anxi- 
ous. 

Mrs.  Anderson,  wife  of  a  military  officer, 
who  has  been  to  Sehore,  was  our  fellow  passenger 
on  the  "  Mantua."  She  and  her  mother  sat 
talking  with  Her  Highness,  and  looked  quite 
calm,  while  I  was  getting  frightened.  The 
conversation  did  not  seem  to  end.  Her  High- 
ness asked  these  ladies  if  they  had  ever 
experienced  a  cyclone.  They  replied  simply 
by  saying  that  all  depended  on  God,  and  seemed 
to  have  no  anxiety  whatsoever.  This  is  due 
to  habit.  European  ladies  and  gentlemen  are, 
more  or  less,  accustomed  to  the  perils  of  the  sea. 

Mrs.  Anderson  remained  with  Her  Highness 
till  9  P.M.,  and  then  we  went  off  to  sleep. 
Nothing  happened  till  morning,  and  the  Cap- 
tain sent  word  to  say  that,  an  hour  ago,  the 
cyclone  had  changed  its  course.  The  sky  was 
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still  overcast,  and  flashes  of  lightning  were 
plainly  visible.  After  this  there  was  no  fear 
of  bad  weather,  and  on  the  morning  of  October 
22nd  we  anchored  quietly  in  the  harbour  of 
Bombay. 

BACK  TO  BHOPAL. 

Most  of  our  relatives  and  State  officials 
had  expressed  a  desire  to  welcome  Her  Highness 
at  Bombay.  The  people  of  Bhopal,  too,  were 
desirous  of  having  rejoicings  on  Her  Highness 's 
safe  return  from  her  travels  and  of  according 
her  a  befitting  welcome.  They  had  even  formed 
committees  and  made  all  arrangements,  but 
Her  Highness  was  greatly  concerned  about 
her  people  on  account  of  the  ravages  of  plague, 
and  as  her  people  were  in  trouble  she  would  not 
have  any  festivities.  She,  therefore,  sent  a 
gracious  message  countermanding  all  the  pre- 
parations for  her  reception,  and  permitted  only 
my  elder  brother-in-law,  the  Moin-ul-Moham 
Sahib,*  and  Syed  Mansab  Ali,  the  Financial 
Secretary,  to  meet  her  in  Bombay. 

My  elder  brother-in-law  had  cabled  to  Aden 
telling  Her  Highness  that  he  had  arranged 

*  The  late  Khan  Bahadur  Maulvi   Syed    Nasiruddin,    C.I.E., 
then  Revenue  Minister  to  Her  Highness. 
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for  a  house  for  her  stay  in  Bombay,  but  she  did 
not  stay  there.  Arrangements  had,  however, 
been  made  by  way  of  precaution  for  our  in- 
oculation with  the  plague  prophylactic  serum 
before  landing,  and  Her  Highness,  my  brother- 
in-law,  Hamid  Sultan,  the  other  members  of 
the  party  and  myself  were  inoculated. 

Medical  experiments  have  proved  inocula- 
tion to  be  very  useful  as  a  preventive  measure 
against  plague. 

Miss  Fryer,  my  governess,  whom  Her 
Highness  had  brought  from  Europe,  was  also 
inoculated  on  board  the  "  Mantua/'  The  same 
evening  (October  22nd)  at  about  6  o 'clock  we 
landed  in  Bombay  and  drove  straight  to  the 
Victoria  Terminus. 

Owing  to  her  anxiety  about  her  people,  Her 
Highness  did  not  wish  that  her  arrival  even  at 
Bombay  should  be  treated  as  public.  My  elder 
brother-in-law  had  been  on  board  the  "  Mantua" 
to  receive  Her  Highness  and  returned  to  Bhopal 
by  the  2  'clock  train. 

Birjis  Jahan  Begam  and  the  Sahibzadas* 
Wahid-uz-Zafar  Khan,  Said-uz-Zafar  Khan  and 
Rashid-uz-Zafar  Khan  were  left  at  the  Taj 

*  The  children  of  Colonel  Nawabzada  Obaidullah  Khan,  C.S.I. 
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Mahal  Hotel  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  plague 
at  Bhopal.  Her  Highness  and  I  were  feverish 
all  night,  but  Miss  Fryer  was  very  ill.  Her 
fever  went  up  to  102,  and  she  got  sick  several 
times.  She  was  in  a  separate  apartment 
with  the  Lady  Doctor.  The  following  day 
(October  23rd,  1911)  we  arrived  at  Bhopal 
at  4  P.M.,  after  an  absence  of  a  little  over 
six  months. 


Maimoona  Sultan,  Shahbano 
921     Begum 

53       trip  to  Europe 
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